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Meeting December 4, 2021 at 9:45 AM 

Our first indoor meeting in over a year and a half was held in November.  Thanks to the 

Santa Ana Zoo and Manager Ethan Fisher, we were able to utilize a wonderful and very 

comfortable area for our meeting.  The presentation by Roberta Fox was even more im-

pressive on the giant TV in the room.  We all enjoyed the pictures and useful comments 

made by Roberta as she took us on a tour of her backyard Orchid collection.  We will not 

see Roberta this month as she will be recouping from knee surgery.   

We plan to utilize the giant TV again this month as we present a Webinar on Paphs that 

was produced by the American Orchid Society.  AOS has a very fine collection of videos 

which we plan to utilize in the coming months.  I would like to hear your comments on 

these types of presentations.  If you have a particular subject and or video that you 

would like to have presented, please let us know. 

We also had our first plant opportunity table in a very long time.  We hope that you en-

joyed it and we plan to do it again this month.  Let us know how much you enjoyed it. 

Since the first Saturday of January will be New Year’s Day, we will have our meeting on 

the second Saturday, which will be January 8, 2022.  Yes, it is hard to believe that it will 

be 2022 already. Glad that the days will soon be getting longer and hope that rain and 

warmer days are close at hand. 

During our First Meeting of the New Year, I would like it to be a reorganization meeting.  

We need more help and more Officers and Directors if we are to continue.  We would 

also like to clean up our Newsletter List.  If you wish to continue receiving the Newslet-

ter, please respond to Roberta@orchidcentral.net.  If we do not hear from you, this could 

be your last Newsletter.  Let’s all pitch in and support the Club and make it what you 

want it to be. 

President’s Message 

See: President’s Message,  Page 2 

mailto:Roberta@orchidcentral.net
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December 4 Program 

A Webinar: 

 

Looking forward to seeing all of you and your Show N Tell Plants at our next meeting.  We all enjoy seeing you 

and your plants as we hear about your accomplishments. 

Happy Growing with the hope and best wishes that you had a Wonderful Thanksgiving and will have a super Holi-

day Season. 

Tony 

President’s Message, From Page 1 

Paph Paradise is owned and operated by David and Stacey Sorokowsky. It all started with a few orchid seedlings 

from a “big box” store. Soon all the windows were full. Then the grow lights went into the spare bedroom, and then 

the inevitable greenhouse was built.  As their collection grew, they experimented with different genera, but found 

that slipper orchids were the most intriguing.  After a few years, those became the main focus.  

They have 20 years experience growing and breeding top quality orchids with close to 100 AOS and CSA awards.  

Having been a major customer of the Orchid Zone, they were able to acquire some of the finest plants in the world 

from them, and are now using these exceptional orchids to produce their own new and unique breeding lines. Af-

ter dabbling with hybridizing for a few years, they started setting significant numbers of seed pods in 2013/2014.  

These seedling started blooming in 2017 and they are looking forward to seeing more and more in coming years,  

David is also an AOS accredited judge and noted orchid speaker. 

Editor’s Notes 

While we have had a few hot days, overall the summer 

and fall have been relatively cool.  I am really excited to 

see good fall color from my Japanese maples.  Usually, I 

get wonderful colors in the spring as the new leaves 

emerge, but the hot, dry weather in September and Oc-

tober produce a bunch of brown leaf tips that turn into 

brown leaves. This year, for the first time that I can re-

call, I get to enjoy the reds and golds  that normally hap-

pen only in places with colder days and nights.  The 

orchids seem to also respond to the mild weather.  

I’m getting well-formed flowers with good color. My 

Laelia anceps are just starting to bloom, I think run-

ning a bit later than usual.  But that means that I will 

have some well into January, perhaps even February.  

Cymbidium spikes are forming and it is time to start 

staking them.  I expect a terrific show. I enjoyed shar-

ing with you some of the orchids that bloomed for 

me last month, and now I have some more to show 
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you. 

It is definitely Holiday season, because Cattleya perci-

valiana Is blooming.  This beautiful species grows out-

doors very easily for me, and blooms every year  about 

this time. 

Cattleya percivaliana 

For pure spectacular “floofiness” it is hard to beat Blc. 

Memoria Crispin Rosales ‘Shining Moment’.  Flowers 

are about 7 inches, and very fragrant. And yes, it grows 

outdoors! This classic Catt was registered by Bracey in 

1959. Pretty hard to improve on it! 

Blc. Memoria  

Crispin Rosales 

Here is the first Laelia anceps of the season. (First L. 

anceps of fall is like the first robin in spring… harbinger 

of good things to come.) If you don’t grow this bullet-

proof species, you certainly should. It tolerates heat 

over 100 deg F., it tolerates cold down to freezing or 

even a little below, and tolerates drought. In fact it 

needs to dry out between waterings—I have found that 

it grows best mounted, or in baskets with little medi-

um. 

Laelia anceps 

Most Cymbdiums are just getting started, but here 

are a couple of early ones. Cymbidium Peter Pan 

‘Greensleeves’ came from one of our early members, 

J. J. White, many years ago.   

Cymbidium Peter Pan 

‘Greensleeves’ 
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Cymbidium Memoria Neal Crosswhite (Cym. 

erythrostylum x Cym. erythraeum) was bred by 

Charles ‘Butch’ Weckerle-Thrun and Pat Rowland 

to honor their friend and colleague. 

Dendrochilum cootesii is a miniature—in its 4 

inch pot, it keeps getting more spikes each year.  

Flowers are large for the genus and have a cute 

curly dorsal sepal.  The spikes are somewhat spi-

ral in form, difficult to capture in a photo. 

Cymbidium Memoria 

Neal Crosswhite 

Dendrochilum cootesii 

Dendrobium glomeratum (sulawesiense) has a reputation for 

being a warm grower.  However, Andy Phillips discovered that 

it can grow cool as well, and it does very well on my patio. 

The color saturation is spectular. The contrast between the 

hot pink flowers and the orange lip makes it glow. It blooms 2 

or 3 times per year, on old bare canes. I don’t dry it out in 

winter—mounted plants dry out fast anyway. 

Dendrobium 

glomeratum 

Sophronitis cernua is a vigorous and reliable little gem from 

Brazil.  The flowers are about 1/2 inch. The plant produces 

multiple spikes, each one of which has 4-6 flowers, and 

does it over a period of about 6 weeks.  

Sophronitis (Cattleya) 

cernua 

ssp. mineira 
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• Sunset Valley Orchids Open House 

December 4, 9 AM—4 PM 

1255 Navel Pl, Vista 

Info: www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com or (760)310-0778 

• Andy’s Orchids Winter Open House 

December 10-12, 10 AM—4 PM 

734 Ocean Ave., Encinitas 

Info: www.andysorchids.com 

• Santa Barbara International Orchid Show 

March 11-13, 2022, 10 AM—4 PM 

Earl Warren Showgrounds, Santa Barbara 

Info: https://sborchidshow.com/ 

• South Bay Orchid Society Spring Show and Sale 

March 19-20, 2022, 10 AM—4 PM 

Palos Verdes Art Center, 5504 Crestridge Rd, Rancho Palos Verdes (NEW LOCATION) 

Info: www.southbayorchidsociety.com 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

See the Events page for further details 

Here is one that lives in the greenhouse (definitely 

a warm grower) but so unusual that I want to 

share it with you anyway. Dendrobium smilliae is 

native to New Guinea and to northern Australia.  

The contrast between the crystalline white flowers 

on a pink stem and the dark green (almost black) 

lip is very striking.  It blooms on the prior year’s 

canes which lose their 

leaves. Unlike some 

Dendrobiums, it seems 

to bloom only once on 

those old canes. Flow-

ers are non-resupinate 

(lip at the top, opening 

downward) 

Roberta Fox, Editor 

Dendrobium smilliae 

https://fascinationoforchids.com/orchidevents


These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

Andy's Orchids 

Contact: Andy Phillips 

760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com 

www.andysorchids.com 

Cal Orchid 

Contact: James & Lauris Rose 

805-967-1312  

www.calorchid.com 

Diamond Orchids 

Contact: Peter Lin 

909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 

www.diamondorchids.com 

Fascination of Orchids Inc. 

Contact: Theodore Johnson 

(714) 979-5887 

Ruben Colmenares 

562-519-2433 

Rco90808@gmail.com  

Sorella Orchids 

Contact: Nenita Sorella 

360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 

Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 

800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 

www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 

Contact: Fred Clarke 

760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 

www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 


