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Meeting November 6, 2021 at 9:45 AM

Hard to believe that the Fascination of Orchids Show was over a month ago!  The Zoo 
people, visitors and Vendors are still talking about that super big weekend and are   
looking forward to having a 2022 Show in a larger area. 

Thanks to all that attended and especially those who helped.  We could have used a lot 
more help and hopefully we will next time.

This Month, we will have our First Indoor Meeting at the Zoo!  Please observe COVID  
protocols and wear masks and keep distance from others. Please show up at the Zoo 
Entrance by 9:45 AM and you will be shown the short walk to the meeting room.  It is on 
a second floor, but there is an elevator, which can accommodate carts.  Please bring 
your Show N Tell plants so we can see some of the great plants you have. 

We will have a PLANT RAFFLE this month!  Many have asked and we are going to do it 
this month.

We will also have the pleasure of hearing Roberta give a talk exploring her back yard, 
looking at some techniques for space management and discovering the wide variety of 
orchids that CAN grow outside. (See page 2 for details). Hope to see you at the meeting, 
to see what is possible.  You do not want to miss it.  This will also be the last Meeting 
that Roberta will be at for a couple of months.  She will be going in for knee surgery 
early in December.

Since  the first  Saturday  of January  2022  is also New Years  Day, we are thinking  of  
having our Meeting on the following Saturday which is January 8th.  Would like to hear 
your comments  on that and also what kind of talks you would like at our upcoming 
Meetings.

Days are sure shorter and nights are cooler and now with the time change, it will get 
dark extra early.  Time to bring any temperature sensitive plants indoors and cut back on 
water and fertilizers.

Happy growing

Tony

President’s Message
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November 6 Program

A Walk on the Wild Side...
Roberta Fox

This is a virtual visit to the back yard of 
a hopeless orchid addict, Roberta Fox.  
See what is blooming, and get some 
ideas about shade structures, growing 
“habitats”, strategies for managing wa-
tering a large and diverse collection 
while still having time for a life and even 
the occasional vacation, and some 
thoughts about what CAN grow outside 
in our wonderful coastal California cli-
mate.

Roberta has been growing orchids for 
about 25 years, but it started with just 
one, a Cymbidium from a co-worker. 
She then attended a show, and was so 
blown away that she didn’t buy any-
thing, the last time THAT happened… 
She joined several clubs, plants started 
following her home from society raffles 
and auctions. In the meantime, she has also been co-chairperson of Fascination of Orchids for most of that 
time.   It has been a learning adventure the whole time, and the acquisitions have gotten more adventurous. 
Still, 90% of her collection lives outside.  Hope to see you at the meeting, to see what is possible. 

FASCINATION OF ORCHIDS 2021  
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FASCINATION OF ORCHIDS 2021  (continued)
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FASCINATION OF ORCHIDS 2021  (continued)



Editor’s Notes
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I hope that you enjoy the photos of our wildly success-
ful Fascination of Orchids Show at the Santa Ana Zoo. 
The long line of people waiting to get in is a tribute to 
the pent-up desire of people to get back to seeking out 
new orchids for their collections.  Note that the Calen-
dar of Events has some great open houses coming up. 
Also, check out the Orchid Digest International Speak-
ers day—it is a virtual event, with speakers from across 
the world—people who you would not be likely to hear 
from in person. It’s a great way to spend a Saturday 
morning without getting in the car.

Nights are starting to get chilly, so it’s time to move the 
Catasetinae to shelter.  Some leaves are starting to 
yellow and drop.  Time to stop fertilizing this group, and 
to begin to reduce water.  In another month, many will 
be fully dormant and the rest getting close. Consider 
also stopping fertilizer for the nobile-type Dendrobiums, 
and the Aussie Dendrobiums also would likely benefit 
from the same treatment.

I’ll show you some of what has been blooming for me, 
but come to my talk on November 6 so see more, and 
see where I grow them.

Here is a super-fragrant NOID Catt that was given to my 
by Cheryl DiDonna before she left for Hawaii. It looks a 
lot like Lc. Miss Wonderful, but the lip is much broader.  
I wonder (and it’s purely a guess) if Miss Wonderful was 
crossed with C. walkeriana, which has a lip like that. At 
any rate, it’s beautiful. Thanks, Cheryl!

NOID Catt

Lycaste skinneri (virginalis) is the dominant species  
behind many of the popular hybrids.  This subspecies 
seems to be more floriferous than the typical Lyc. skin-
neri, though the form isn’t as attractive.  This plant 
started tentatively, with one flower, but as that one fad-
ed, it started producing a lot more.  There are 3 open 
right now, and 2 buds that I can see.  It has been in 
bloom for about two months and with the new buds, will 
be blooming for a good bit longer.

Many Masdevallias are a challenge to grow because 
they come from high elevations and don’t like heat. 
Masd. floribunda is one of the most forgiving species of 
the genus.  This one is a closely related, unnamed spe-
cies. 

Lycaste skinneri ssp. ipala

Masdevallia sp. floribunda type (purple)



From Gisela Ferolito
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Roberta Fox, Editor

This Catasetum expansum is one of my most vigorous 
and reliable Catasetinae.  It blooms at least twice dur-
ing the season. A month ago it bloomed with these 
male flowers, and it has just bloomed again, with fe-
male flowers.

Epc. Joseph Romans ‘Roman Holiday’

Catasetum
expansum
(male)

Female

Beallara Tahoma Glacier ‘Ithan’ is one of those nearly 
indestructible Oncidium intergenerics.  It blooms twice 
a year, year after year. With all of the reclassifications 
within the Oncidium tribe, it ends up with a new genus, 
Alicearara.

Haraella retrocalla is a very cute, but robust miniature. 
The whole plant is about 2 inches, flowers are nearly 
an inch, and fragrant. Each inflorescence produces 
several flowers in sequence.  It may look fragile, but it 
handles winter cold with no problem.

Bllra.
Tahoma
Glacier

Haraella retrocalla
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
See the Events page for further details

· Cal Orchid Open House
November 6-7, 9 AM—4 PM
and also
November 12-13, 9 AM—4 PM
1251 Orchid Dr., Santa Barbara
Info: www.calorchid.com

On Nov. 12-13, Cal Orchid will also host Afri-Orchids and their selection of unique African species.  
Cal Orchid will also be open for Open House sales on Sunday, Nov. 14 but Afri-Orchids will be there 
only on Friday and Saturday.

· Orchid Digest International Speakers Day
November 13, 9:30 AM—2 PM PST
Online! A Virtual Experience...
Registration: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7311024865205363723

· Sunset Valley Orchids Open House
December 4, 9 AM—4 PM
1255 Navel Pl, Vista
Info: www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com or (760)310-0778

· Andy’s Orchids Winter Open House
December 10-12, 10 AM—4 PM
734 Ocean Ave., Encinitas
Info: www.andysorchids.com

· Santa Barbara International Orchid Show
March 11-13, 2022, 10 AM—4 PM
Earl Warren Showgrounds, Santa Barbara
Info: https://sborchidshow.com/

· South Bay Orchid Society Spring Show and Sale
March 19-20, 2022, 10 AM—4 PM
Palos Verdes Art Center, 5504 Crestridge Rd, Rancho Palos Verdes (NEW LOCATION)
Info: www.southbayorchidsociety.com



These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  
Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 
our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them.

Andy's Orchids
Contact: Andy Phillips
760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com
www.andysorchids.com

Cal Orchid
Contact: James & Lauris Rose
805-967-1312 
www.calorchid.com

Diamond Orchids
Contact: Peter Lin
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com
www.diamondorchids.com

Fascination of Orchids Inc.
Contact: Theodore Johnson
(714) 979-5887

Ruben Colmenares
562-519-2433
Rco90808@gmail.com 

Sorella Orchids
Contact: Nenita Sorella
360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com
www.sborchid.com

Sunset Valley Orchids
Contact: Fred Clarke
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com




