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The days are getting shorter and Fall is almost here and It’S SHOW TIME!  After cancel-

ling last year, we are finally ready to present the 40th Edition of the Fascination of Or-

chids Show!  This time we are in a new venue, which I think is number 6.  Our new Ven-

ue, the Santa Ana Zoo is an urban forest.  It has hundreds of animals and more than 

100 species of trees, including an Argentinean Ombú tree, African fever tree and a mas-

sive Moreton Bay Fig, which can reach over 150 feet in diameter.  They have wonderful 

exhibits around the year including a spectacular Butterfly Exhibit coming next Spring.  In 

addition, we are planning to help them with temporary and permanent Orchid Exhibits.  

They have graciously permitted us to have our Shows and Meetings on their premises.  

We will have the option of inside or outside meeting areas in case of weather or COVID 

Restrictions.  Due to prior commitments on the inside space, we will be moving our 

Meeting Dates to the First Saturday of the Month. Our next Meeting will be October 2 at 

9:45 AM.  Theo will be presenting his much acclaimed “Pest Control” talk at that time. 

We hope that all of you will be coming to the Show.  We will have a Free Zoo Entrance at 

9:30 AM on Saturday September 25.  You will have first choice at the Show Vendors and 

an opportunity to look around the Zoo.  If you cannot make it at that time, we have a 
50% Off Coupon in this Newsletter so that you and or your friends can attend at only 

$4.50 for Seniors, $6 for adults to enjoy a day at the Zoo and see a great Orchid Show.  

You do not need to print out the Coupon.  Simply show it on your phone or tablet at the 

Zoo Ticket Counter for your special Price.  

 

We still need a few more Volunteers to help out and you will have free entrance and 

some Orchid Bucks to spend.  Contact Theo at theo111@roadrunner.com. 

 

Happy Growing and I hope to see you at the Show and at our October 2nd Meeting. 

Tony 

President’s Message 
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From Tony Glinskas: 

Orchids love trees! Both of these orchids are mounted 

on trees, as nature intended them to grow.  The one 

above is just opening, and  still has five more buds ! 
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Editor’s Notes 

First, the big event of the month is, of course, the Fasci-

nation of Orchids Show.  We’ll have a VERY short meet-

ing at 9:30 before the Zoo opens, then you can go shop-

ping. Check out the Show website http://ocorchid.com 

for a list of seminars, and a list of vendors. And remem-

ber, CGOS will get into a regular meeting schedule start-

ing with the October 2 meeting at 9:45AM. Since it 

comes the week after the Show there will be no sepa-

rate October newsletter.  Consider yourself informed! 

I know that there has been some heat inland, but along 

the coast it already feels like autumn.  Warm days and 

cooler nights have started to trigger Cymbidium spikes, 

and a few early Cymbidiums have bloomed or are al-

ready  in spike.  Do watch those Cyms… spikes that 

need staking can really sneak up on you.  The cool sum-

mer seems to have slowed the L. anceps spikes—most 

of mine are still quite short relative to prior years, and 

so I don’t expect many until November or later. But 

those late fall and winter  blooms tend to last longer 

than when they open earlier in the season. 

Talk about color!  Renanthera imschootiana thrives on 

my patio.  It is a basket with a little bit of sphagnum, but 

most of the roots are hanging freely in the air. This Van-

da relative comes from fairly 

high elevations in south-

central China and eastern 

Himalayas and so is very cold-

tolerant. This plant came from 

Richard Hess. Thanks, Rich-

ard! 

Renanthera 

imschootiana 

There are quite a few Cattleya species that grow well 

outdoors.  One that has put on a show this month is 

Cattleya bicolor.  This plant is not a miniature, pseudo-

bulbs are about 20 inches and the spikes extend an-

other foot or so.  Under greenhouse conditions it can 

grow quite a bit larger, but I am quite happy with it just 

as it is.   

Cattleya 

bicolor 

Cattleya Angel Bells is a classic hybrid “corsage or-

chid”. It is extremely fragrant. One of its grandparents 

was C. Bow Bells, one of the finest white Cattleyas 

ever bred. Those were the days… (Before my time…) 

Cattleya Angel Bells ‘Suzie’ AM/AOS 
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Roberta Fox, Editor 

Cool mornings provided inspiration for my Draculas to 

put on one of the best shows that I have seen so far. I 

have found Draculas to actually be more heat-tolerant 

than Masevallias. They usually partially collapse by 10 

or 11 AM as the day heats up, but spring open again in 

the morning.  To show them at a meeting usually re-

quires transporting them in a cooler. Dracula woolward-

ii presented me with three flowers open the same time, 

the first time that this has happened. The flowers float 

like butterflies, from the side or bottom of the basket. 

They do need shade, and RO water. 

Ornithophora (Gomesa, Sigmatostalix) radicans is a 

rather bulletproof species that has been a challenge 

for the taxonomists.  The genus name 

“Ornithophora” means “bird bearer” and you can 

see in the closeup how it definitely looks like a bird, 

maybe on a nest.  However, genera with one species 

(monotypic genera) usually get lumped into related 

genera, and this one is now classified as Gomesa.  It 

is mounted with no sphagnum on a cork slab.  Flow-

ers are only about 1/4 inch, but there are LOTS of 

them, and there are more every year. This one is not 

fussy about water quality or temperature. 

Ansellia africana is very widely disturbed across 

much of Africa.  It grows from lower, hot elevations 

around 2300 ft. (700 m) to cooler areas as high as 

7200 ft (2200 m). It grows very easily in southern 

California back yards.  It is related (but not closely) 

Dracula 

woolwardii 

Ornithophora (Gomesa,  

Sigmatostalix) radicans 

to Cymbidium. Some bloom only in spring, but this one 

blooms in spring,  in fall, and sometimes in  between. When 

potbound, it sends up “birds nest” roots. 

I finish with one that needs a little more warmth, but can 

be grown nicely in the house, Habenaria medusa. The 

flower is intriguing— the orange base of the lip, with all 

the frills, is something that I just can’t stop taking pic-

tures of.  After blooming, it goes dormant.  I  keep it fairly 

dry in winter, but do give ia bit of water once every week 

or two, to keep the tubers from shriveling.  I grow it in a 

terrestrial mix of perlite, pumice, and about 30-40% cac-

tus mix soil. 

Ansellia africana ‘Sometime Two Time’ 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

See the Events page for further details 

• Andy’s Orchids Fall Open House 

September 17-19, 10 AM—4 PM 

734 Ocean Ave., Encinitas 

Info: www.andysorchids.com 

• South Bay Orchid Society Fall Show and Sale 

September 18-19, 10 AM—4 PM 

Palos Verdes Art Center, 5504 Crestridge Rd, Rancho Palos Verdes (NEW LOCATION) 

Info: www.southbayorchidsociety.com 

• Fascination of Orchids International Show and Sale 

September 25-26, 10 AM—4 PM 

The Santa Ana Zoo 

1801 E. Chestnut, Santa Ana 

Info: www.ocorchid.com 

Habenaria 

medusa 

https://fascinationoforchids.com/orchidevents


These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

Andy's Orchids 

Contact: Andy Phillips 

760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com 

www.andysorchids.com 

Cal Orchid 

Contact: James & Lauris Rose 

805-967-1312  

www.calorchid.com 

Diamond Orchids 

Contact: Peter Lin 

909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 

www.diamondorchids.com 

Fascination of Orchids Inc. 

Contact: Theodore Johnson 

(714) 979-5887 

Ruben Colmenares 

562-519-2433 

Rco90808@gmail.com  

Sorella Orchids 

Contact: Nenita Sorella 

360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 

Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 

800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 

www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 

Contact: Fred Clarke 

760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 

www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 




