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25th of the month prior to 
the month of issue.

Hope that all of you are healthy and safe and doing well.  Vaccinations are be-
coming plentiful, the days are longer and warmer and we are now in the COVID-
19 Orange Tier!  After over one year of abstinence from in person Orchid Meet-
ings, we are now ready to meet again on Saturday, April 17 at 10:30AM at the 
Santa Ana Zoo, 1801 East Chestnut Avenue , Santa Ana, CA 92701!

We are looking forward to seeing our fellow members, hear your tales and experi-
ence your beautiful Orchids up close!  We will be taking precautions and insist on 
masks and distancing.  We will not have drinks or snacks, but we will have great 
interactions as we finally get to see each other in person.

We will meet at the front entrance of the Santa Ana Zoo between 10:15 and 
10:30 AM and will be escorted to a shaded area in their amphitheater. There will 
be places to sit and tables on which to display your plants.  We plan to have a: 
Show N Tell and hear about your plants, a Club meeting to discuss future plans 
and will have a talk about the Zoo by the Zoo Manager.  You will also have an op-
portunity to take a walk and look at 2-3 areas in the zoo for orchids for anyone 
that wants to go walking.

A Map to the Zoo is available at: https://www.santaanazoo.org/visinfob.htm. 
Please contact me at tonyg@fascinationoforchids.com if you have any questions 
and or concerns.  If conditions change or any problems arise that will prevent this 
meeting, I will notify you by email.
Looking forward to seeing you on April 17th, in the meantime, please continue to 
stay safe and healthy.

Happy Growing,

Tony

President’s Message
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From Tony Glinskas

From Gisela Ferolito:

Dendrobium speciosum

It’s that time of year!

Blc. Beautiful Americal Lady (unregistered) Dendrobium Sprng Dream ‘Kumiko’
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From Glenda Urmacher

Dendrobium Delicatum ‘Brecht’s’ Dendrobium unknown

Editor’s Notes
This may be the most floriferous time of year. The 
Cymbidiums are still going strong, and the Australi-
an Dendrobiums are going crazy. In a sense, almost 
a shame… it’s impossible to properly appreciate and 
savor each one, when there are so many.  But defi-
nitely take your time, and smell the orchids!

I could fill all of the space in this newsletter with my 
Dendrobiums, but there are a lot of other interesting 
things blooming as well, so this is just a taste.  Den. 
speciosum x Den gracilicaule was an SBOE $7.50 
special ‘way back in 2005.  It has grown a bit… This 
one is a cross of one of the biggest of the Den. spe-
ciosum varieties  (hillii and grandiflorum can get ra-
ther huge) and a miniature species, Den. gracilicau-
le.  This “St. Bernard x chihuahua” cross produces a 
flower machine that, while not petite is reasonable 
in size. One more in this group… Den. Benizuru 
Treasure ‘'Lorelei' is Den. speciosum x Den. Berry (a 

Den. speciosum v. hillii x gracilicaule



Den. kingianum hybrid.)  Flowers are longer-lasting than 
the species in its background, and the plant is vigorous—
about 3 feet across in an 8 inch bulb pan..

A bit of a change of pace… Here is Clowesia Rebecca 
Northen ‘Grapefruit Pink’. It is in the Catasetum group, 
totally dormant when it blooms.  So no water! As it 
reaches the end of its blooming (and the flowers last 
nearly two months, starting in January) the new green 
shoots just begin to appear.  This needs to be kept 

inside for the winter both to keep it dry and for 
warmth. It will spend the growing season outside.  It 
has a wonderful citrus fragrance.

This Cattleya (Sophronitis) coccinea almost shim-
mers—the photo is a pale imitation of the color satu-
ration. After the flowers open, they continue to en-
large, reaching about 2 inches. There are no 
sheaths—the buds emerge from the leaves of new 
growths.  The only cultural challenge for patio-
growing is that the species does prefer RO water.

Bletilla striata is an easy terrestrial orchid that needs 
no special care. It dies back in winter, sprouts and 
blooms in spring. I have found that it actually does 
better in the ground (even in my awful clay soil) than 
in a pot. The typical color form is hot pink, but here are 
also the alba and coerulea forms.
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Den. Benizuru Treasure
‘Lorelei’

Clowesia Rebecca Northen
‘Grapefruit Pink’

Cattleya (Sophronitis)
coccinea

Bletilla striata
colors
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Osmoglossum pulchellum usually blooms in January 
but this year waited until March.  It is very fragrant. 

Another late bloomer this year is Mediocalcar decoratum. 
It also usually blooms in January (I got one flower then, 
feared that this year would be a dud) but in March it ex-
ploded with these cute candy-corn flowers.  It grows 
more “on” than “in” its   basket, and is well on its way to 
forming a ball. When I grew it fairly shady the leaves were 
nice and green, but it didn’t bloom as profusely as it 
does now that I grow it brighter… leaves are light green 
and the pseudobulbs are reddish.

Rhyncholaelia glauca seems to benefit from a bit of 
overhead protection, but otherwise, it’s fine outside.  
It is delightfully fragrant, especially  at night. This 
one came from Richard Hess. Thanks, Richard!

Bletilla striata

Clump in the 
ground.

Osmoglossum
pulchellum

Mediocalcar decoratum

Roberta Fox, Editor



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Check out The Events page at https://fascinationoforchids.com/orchidevents.html for a listing of Fascination of 
Orchids vendors who are selling orchids online and will be happy to ship your purchases to your door.  In addition 
to those, our auction donor vendors listed below are also selling plants online.  Help our Vendors through these 
difficult times!

Saturday, April 17, 2021
10:30 AM

Meeting at the Santa Ana Zoo!

Arrive between 10:15 and 10:30 AM by the Main Entrance

Bring your Show and Tell Plants
Masks required!

These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  
Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 
our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them.

Andy's Orchids
Contact: Andy Phillips
760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com
www.andysorchids.com

Cal Orchid
Contact: James & Lauris Rose
805-967-1312 
www.calorchid.com

Diamond Orchids
Contact: Peter Lin
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com
www.diamondorchids.com

Fascination of Orchids Inc.
Contact: Theodore Johnson
(714) 979-5887

Ruben Colmenares
562-519-2433
Rco90808@gmail.com 

Sorella Orchids
Contact: Nenita Sorella
360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com
www.sborchid.com

Sunset Valley Orchids
Contact: Fred Clarke
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com
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