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President’s Message
HAPPY NEW YEAR 2021 and Good Riddance to 2020. I sincerely hope that a year from
now, we are NOT saying Good Riddance to 2021! I stated that, with a little sarcasm, in
my Holiday Greeting with a firm desire that it will not come true. Let us think Positive!
I do hope that everyone had a good Holiday and were able to do some happy things as
best as we could. We certainly need some happy times.

It has been a very tough year, one that we could not have never imagined back in January of 2020. At this time of year, we would be showing some pictures and making comments about our Holiday Party. This has always been a big event for us, but not this
time. At this point, we still do not have any idea of when we will be able to have inperson meetings. The News keeps talking about the ever-increasing spread of Covid-19.
Our local hospitals are filled almost to capacity and ICU facilities are around Zero and we
sincerely hope that none of our Members and friends are not there.!
I do hope that our Members are safe and healthy and that we will be able to get together
in the not-too-distant future. In the meantime, please continue to send your pictures of
your wonderful plants on to Roberta. We love to see your beauties. We would also enjoy
hearing from our Members on how things are going and how you are managing. The
Lockdowns are giving us more time at home. Perhaps with that extra time, we can put a
little more effort and care into growing our plants. We really look forward to that time
when we can show the results of that extra care to the rest of the group in-person.
Once again, be safe and healthy, we need you.

Happy Growing,
Tony
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From Gisela Ferolito

Laelia Finckeniana (L. anceps x L. albida) x Laelia anceps

The original SVO label, which was missing probably
had a bit more information but I can make a guess. A few years back, SVO was selling L. Finckeniana
made with L. anceps f. lineata
L. anceps ‘Disciplinata’
‘Disciplinata’. The distinctive
markings of the petals showed
in
the hybrid only weakly. My
guess is that that L.
X
Finckeniana was crossed back
to
the same L. anceps, giving a
double dose of the stripes, but
also keeping the nice form of the
L. albida x L. anceps ‘Disciplinata’
L.
Finckeniana. Only a guess,
though… here are
what I THINK might
be the parents.
(From my photos)
Moral of the story—
save those original
tags! Then we’re not
guessing.

C. Dubois 'Scully's' HCC/AOS x Pot. Creation 'Summer Choice'
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Also From Gisela Ferolito:

Maxillaria
ubatubana

Editor’s Notes
I’m ready for a new year. It’s starting out pretty much
like the old one, but at least there is some hope on
the horizon.
In the meantime, we finally have what passes for winter in California, including some rain. The more coldtolerant orchids appreciate the drenching with pure
water (as opposed to the sprinklers or hose that are
applied with the water bill in mind). However, some
that are more marginal with regard to temperature
are better off being protected from the rain, since
cold plus wet can spell trouble. My Cattleya species
are under polycarbonate so they can stay a bit drier
when it is cold. The rest get what they get.
Laelia anceps continue to put on a spectacular show.
The early ones are fading, but other color forms are
just getting going. L. anceps f. lineata
’Disciplinata’ (on page 2) looks like the stripes were
brushed on, and perhaps the “brush” had a bit too
much pressure, pulling at the petals and extending
the color past the edge. L. anceps f. hillii has a soft
lavender patch on the lip, and just a touch on the side
lobes.
The next one I got as a $7.50 special quite a few
years ago, labeled as “L. superbiens x self”. Fast forward about 5 years, and when it bloomed (on a plant

Laelia anceps f. hillii

that was quite a bit smaller than L. superbiens) it
looked a lot more like a L. anceps on steroids—larger
flowers, with a dramatic yellow throat. The petals also were a little bit wavy on the edges. So I wondered,
was it maybe a hybrid between L. superbiens and L.
anceps? I had both species in bloom for comparison.
I asked Alice Gripp if maybe it was the primary hybrid

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4

Editor’s Notes, from Page 3
Laelia Nemesis. Indeed it was… she said that all of that
group came out as the hybrid… there must have been a
busy little bee in the nursery. I felt quite good about having spotted this one!

Laelia Nemesis

Cattleya (Cattlianthe) Shady Lady has been extremely
reliable year after year, and typically blooms twice a
year. It is Cattleya loddigesii x Cattleya (Guarianthe)
Guatemalensis (which is in turn Guarianthe aurantiaca
x skinneri) So much for the naming wars.
Still in the Cattleya tribe (actually more closely related
to Epidendrum) is Barkeria Marsh Melton (Bark. melanocaulon x whartoniana) It blooms at least twice a
year, in spring and fall. Barkerias absolutely must dry
out between waterings, so grow mounted or in a basket with no medium. It loses leaves after blooming,
then starts its new growth. I never cut the old spike

until the new growth starts, and the old spike is dry
and brittle. I have had the “Oh !@##%” experience
cutting a spike that looked dead, too far down and
realized that I had cut a live stem. Flowers are about
an inch.

Barkeria Marsh Melton

This has been the best blooming so far of Paph. gratrixianum ‘Old Mill’. This has always been a vigorous
plant, but this the first time that I have had three
flowers at the same time. It grows in the same area
as Paph. insigne, Paph villosum, and their hybrids—a
little brighter than other outdoor Paphs.

Paphiopedilum gratrixianum
‘Old Mill’

Ctt. (C .)Shady Lady
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Most of the Cymbidiums are still in bud, or with spikes just
developing. Starting next month, I think it’s going to be an
outstanding season. Cym. Chen’s Ruby bloomed in September, now with another spike. This is one of my favorites. It’s always one of the first to bloom, often does another set of spikes, and is very fragrant. It is Cym. Golden
Elf x Cym. iridioides.

Pleurothallis cardiothallis is producing a flush
bloom. Individual flowers don’t last long, but new
ones keep appearing to replace them. Flowers are
about 1/2 inch, but the brilliant color, as well as the
quantity of them, produces a good show.

Pleurothallis cardiothallis

Cymbidium Chen’s Ruby

Coelia bella is a rather odd plant. Pseudobulbs are quite
large, and deciduous. The flowers appear at the base of
the new growth. I grow it in a shallow bulb pan, since it
keeps growing to the edge of the pot.

Epidendrum purum produces a cloud of pristine
white flowers that are very fragrant, especially in the
evening.
Epi. purum

Coelia bella

Roberta Fox, Editor
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Check out The Events page at https://fascinationoforchids.com/orchidevents.html for a listing of Fascination of
Orchids vendors who are selling orchids online and will be happy to ship your purchases to your door. In addition
to those, our auction donor vendors listed below are also selling plants online. Help our Vendors through these
difficult times!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Hope that you had a chance to partake of the virtual open houses at Sunset Valley Orchids and Andy’s Orchids.
Both will be shipping any purchased plants after the New Year’s weekend.
Have a happy and healthy New Year!

These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.
Please support them with your business. When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of
our society. They need to know that our Society supports them.
Andy's Orchids
Contact: Andy Phillips
760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com
www.andysorchids.com

Cal Orchid
Contact: James & Lauris Rose
805-967-1312
www.calorchid.com

Diamond Orchids
Contact: Peter Lin
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com
www.diamondorchids.com

Fascination of Orchids Inc.
Contact: Theodore Johnson
(714) 979-5887

Ruben Colmenares
562-519-2433
Rco90808@gmail.com

Sorella Orchids
Contact: Nenita Sorella
360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com
www.sborchid.com

Sunset Valley Orchids
Contact: Fred Clarke
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com

