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Who could have ever imagined that we would still be in the COVID-19 dilemma in Au-

gust?  Needless to say, we will not have a CGOS Meeting this month and probably not 

next month either.  We are also cancelling our Annual BBQ and Auction!  The risk is just 

too great to expose anyone to any type of group get together at this time.   

Hopefully, some of your extra time is being devoted to care of your Orchids and that you 

will be sending in pictures of them.  We would all love to see what you have blooming.  

Roberta is placing some of the pictures in this Newsletter.  She also has a lot more pic-

tures at her www.orchidcentral.net and at socalorchidspecies.com.  We are very lucky 

and thankful to have her great pictures and comments 

 

You may notice that we now have a ‘Padlock’ symbol on our websites.  This indicates 

that it is a secure site with a Secure Sockets Layer (SSL) certificate.  Last month our 

websites were attacked and injected with code that redirected viewers to other sites.  

Thanks for all those that brought that to our attention so that we could correct.  I moved 

all of our websites to new secure 

servers and added a protective Name 

Server. Interesting that in the first 

week afterwards, I was alerted to the 

fact that several hundred unsuccess-

ful attempts were made to compro-

mise our websites.  Hard to believe 

that most came from Russia, China 

and Singapore!  Why anyone would 

spend the effort to infiltrate such in-

significant websites is beyond my 

comprehension.  I really pity the 

ecommerce and big sites. 

President’s Message 

See: President’s Message, Page 2 
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Blc. Empress Worseley 

(Mounted on a tree) 

http://www.orchidcentral.net
http://socalorchidspecies.com/
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Editor’s Notes 

Editor’s Choice 

Summer is slowly making its presence known.  Even 

near the coast, the morning overcast is burning off fair-

ly early, leading to bright, warm days. Still, it seems like 

perfect orchid weather. At any rate, the orchids seem 

to think so.  It is getting a bit late for Cymbidium repot-

ting, but you can still get away with it through August, 

since after that there are still at least two months of 

warm days and temperate nights. For everything else, 

appearance of new roots is key.  If you see them you 

can repot.  If not, leave for next year unless absolutely 

necessary.  

July into August is prime time for Vanda (Neofinetia) 

falcata. OK, I just can’t bring myself to call them Van-

da…  While many people prefer to pot them in the Japa-

nese style,  they grow better for me when they’re al-

lowed to have their roots run free. (OK, like Vandas) 

They have a wonderful vanilla-like fragrance that is 

stronger at night. The classic white ones are lovely, but I 

especially enjoy the pink ones as well. This species im-

parts cold tolerance to its hybrids with other members of 

the Vanda family. Also in bloom now is Ascofinetia Cher-

ry Blossom. 

Many of the larger members of the Vanda family need to 

be grown on the warm side.  An exception is Renanthera 

imschootiana. It comes from higher elevations in south-

east Asia.  This one I got from Richard Hess. Thanks, 

Richard!  While the original crown has gone, it has pro-

duced keikeis along the stem, and also new basal 

growths, and blooms brilliantly on the patio. 

Editor’s choice this month is Mexipedium xerophyticum, 

contributed by Richard Hess.  This is a very rare and unu-

sual plant.  It is related to Phragmipedium, but is the only 

species within its genus.  It grows along a stolon, so it ram-

bles. Flowers are small (less than an inch) but this speci-

men is very floriferous. It is best grown in a shallow pot.  

Richard has donated a division of this plant to the collec-

tion of the Huntington Library, Art Gallery and Botanical 

Gardens.  

The species is endemic (occurs only in this location) to a 

small region of Oaxaca, Mexico at an elevation of 1050 ft 

(350 m.), on eastern slopes that form part of the water-

shed of the Gulf of Mexico, according to Charles Baker in 

Orchidwiz. It grows on rocks in warm, humid conditions 

with other tropical xerophytic vegetation such as Agave 

and Plumeria. Average rainfall in its habitat is somewhere 

around 98 inches per year!  

See: Editor’s Notes Page 3 

President’s Message, from page 1 

We all still would like to have our ‘orchid fixes’ and it is a very good time to patronize our loyal Vendors.  We need 

them to survive.  Most have Online-Sales and some have Specials. You can find lists of Vendors, some in this 

Newsletter as well as on our Fascinationoforchids.com website by clicking on Vendor List. 

 

Happy growing and stay safe. 

Tony 
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Mexipedium xerophyticum 
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Cattleya tigrina (leopoldii) is not a miniature… the 

large spike emerges from 18-20 inch pseudobulbs.  

However, the footprint stays reasonable relative to 

the size of the plant. This one gets some overhead 

protection, but is outdoors throughout the year. The 

brilliant magenta lip almost glows in contrast to the 

dark red-brown segments.  

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

Editor’s Notes, from Page 2 

Neofinetia falcata  

'Kohkakuden' 

Neofinetia falcata 

‘Amami Island’ 

Ascofinetia Cherry Blossom 

‘Damsel Fly’ 

Renanthera imschotiana 

Cattleya tigrina 

(leopoldii) 

Cattleya mossiae 

f. semi-alba 

Cattleya mossiae has 7-inch flowers, and also does fine out-

side. Both of these are also sweetly fragrant. 



Editor’s Notes, from Page 3 

Roberta Fox, Editor 

Stanhopea tigrina 

Stanhopea 

oculata 

Dendrobium glomeratum 

(sulawesiense) 

Dracula  

woodwardii 

Among other very special summertime treats are the 

Stanhopeas.  They take seemingly forever, buds getting 

bigger and bigger, then they open with a snap and a 

burst of perfume. Enjoy them in the moment, since they 

will be faded in a few days.  You saw Tony’s Stan. tigrina 

a couple of months ago, now here is mine.  It is redder 

than the Stan. tigrina var. nigroviolcea ‘Predator that 

some of you have. This one looked like “any minute” for 

about a week before it popped.  And then a couple of 

weeks later, Stan. oculata also opened. That one pro-

gressed a lot faster. One thing that I have found that they 

need—water.  If they dry out they lose their leaves and 

sulk. Shady and damp. 

Dendrobium glomeratum (sulawesiense) has a reputa-

tion as a warm-grower.  However, Andy Phillips found 

that it did just fine in his cool shade house, and it also 

grows and blooms on my patio. The saturated magenta 

flowers with the small orange lip create an almost fluo-

rescent effect. 

I find that Draculas do well for me, better than most 

Masdevallias with summer heat.  They are at their best 

in the morning—when it gets warm the flowers par-

tially collapse, to open flat again the next morning. 

They typically grow from the bottom of the basket 

(like this one) or the side. Shady and damp, and pure 

water are important. This one is quite hairy. 
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From Richard Hess  

Member Show and Tell Orchids   

Dendrobium biloculare x convolutum 

From Glenda Urmacher  

Paphiopedilum Ardell Marlin 

(Paph. Berenice x delenatii) 

Phragmipedium longifolium ‘Black as 

Night’ x Memoria Julius Dixler 

See: Editor’s 

Choice for 

Mexipedium 

xerophyticum 

 

Vanda Kultana Ruby x coerulea ‘Pink’ 



From Tony Glinskas 
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Member Show and Tell Orchids  - continued  

From Glenda Urmacher  

NOID (labeled Blc. Hawaiian 

Polka Dot x  C. Walker Feal-

ton but most likely not.) 

See Presi-

dent’s Mes-

sage  for Blc. 

Empress 

Worlsley  

 

Laelia purpurata (probably) 

Lc. Tropical Pointer ‘Cheetah’ or  ‘Amethysto’ (tag unclear)  
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

Andy's Orchids 

Contact: Andy Phillips 

760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com 

www.andysorchids.com 

Cal Orchid 

Contact: James & Lauris Rose 

805-967-1312  

www.calorchid.com 

Diamond Orchids 

Contact: Peter Lin 

909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 

www.diamondorchids.com 

Fascination of Orchids Inc. 

Contact: Theodore Johnson 

(714) 979-5887 

Ruben Colmenares 

562-519-2433 

Rco90808@gmail.com  

Sorella Orchids 

Contact: Nenita Sorella 

360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 

Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 

800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 

www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 

Contact: Fred Clarke 

760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 

www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Check out The Events page at https://fascinationoforchids.com/orchidevents.html for a listing of Fascination of 

Orchids vendors who are selling orchids online and will be happy to ship your purchases to your door.  In addition 

to those, our auction donor vendors listed below are also selling plants online.  Help our Vendors through these 

difficult times! 




