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Hard to believe that we have had
so many world changes in a few
short months. Here we are on the
brink of Summer with its long
days, warm temps and blooming
orchids without the ability to physically see what others are growing.
Pictures are nice, but the real
thing is so much better to see and
smell.
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President’s Message

Needless to say, our June Meeting
is cancelled, which is no big surprise. The health and safety of
our Group is of prime importance.
However, many places are now
Ansellia africana ‘Krull ‘Smith’
opening and perhaps we have some light at the end of this
tunnel. Then there are many who say that another outbreak of the virus will occur later
in the year. We can only wait and see at this point.
Actually, I am hopeful that we will have our annual BBQ if not in July, then August. The
Zoo is still looking at a July 1, opening, but that is not confirmed. The Zoo would offer a
large area where we could be at a safe distance from each other which a backyard could
not do.
We have been considering doing virtual Meetings ala Zoom or a similar platform. Several of you have encouraged this, but I would like to see more comments from the other
Members before we take on this effort. Would like to get more feedback on this. Would
See: President’s Message, Page 2
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My Editor’s Choice for photos submitted by the May
meeting date was this Stanhopea tigrina from Tony
Glinskas. Tony grows this in an upstairs bathroom
under a skylight. While the species will grow outside,
this plant is clearly getting the light and humidity that
it needs in this indoor location, and clearly is thriving
with the extra warmth. Most of us are more familiar
with Stanhopea tigrina var. nigroviolaca (the cultivar
‘Predator’ especially) but this one is the typical color
form of the species—red rather than dark purple. The
complex flowers look a bit like squids. The buds burst
open in minutes, with a wonderful perfume. Alas, the
flowers are short-lived, fading in a few days. One has
to enjoy them in the moment.

© Tony Glinskas

Editor’s Choice

Stanhopea tigrina

President’s Message, from page 1
also like to see more pictures of your plants so we can post them and marvel at your efforts.
Normally we would have an Election this month. I have asked all Officers and Directors to agree to extend their
Term of Office. However, I have not received complete agreement on this. We do have enough agreements to
continue the Club, but frankly disappointed that we did not get 100% support. Some Clubs are dropping all
activities, including Newsletters until further notice. I do not want this to happen with our Club, but really need
your feedback and support.
In the meantime, I do hope that all are safe and healthy and are enjoying the extra time and effort to keep our
plants flourishing. Enjoying our beautiful Orchids is one of our great benefits.
Happy growing and be safe
Tony

Editor’s Notes
Nobody knows when in-person orchid shopping will be
something we can do like we used to, but essentially
all of our favorite vendors are making their plants
available online. If you haven’t done Internet orchid
buying before, it works very well, I have received
plants in bloom, none the worse for the trip. Packaging techniques are amazing.
Sunset Valley Orchids has announced a “virtual” Open
House sale, June 8-11. Check the Events page on our
club website for all the discount details. The only
thing missing will be the tacos… those can’t be
shipped. Andy’s Orchids has an Open House sched-

uled for June 19-21. Check their website for details.
We have had just a bit of heat, to remind us of what
summer will be like, but also some May gray/June
gloom. You’ll need to adjust your watering to take into
account the variability of the weather, but know that the
general trend is “more, more often” over the next month
or so. I get nearly as much pleasure watching buds develop as seeing the flowers. I’m also getting somewhat
proactive with slug bait. Nothing is sadder than seeing
the remains of an “almost open” bud destroyed by the
pests. They can get into hanging plants too. Not sure
how, but maybe they fly…
See: Editor’s Notes Page 3
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Editor’s Notes, from Page 2
I am watching the blooms of some old friends, and
also some newer acquisitions. Totally reliable at this
time of year is Lc. Stonehouse. With floppy petals
and narrow dorsal sepal it’ll never get any awards for
form, but the lip is fabulous, and it is very floriferous.
And grows easily outside.

sufficiently hydrated. Along with an individual plant,
which is growing much better since I discovered this, I
also have a “community” of them, growing in an inverted
wood basket containing sphagnum. When I got this, the
individual plants (I think about 6 of them) were just a bit
over seedling size. Now that they have matured, I get a
great display, with flowers on all sides. The roots have
attached themselves to the wood, but the sphagnum in
the middle continues to hydrate the plants. Note the red
color of the leaves. It is growing near the upper range of
its light needs, in filtered sun.

Lc. Stonehouse
‘Leonard’

Bc. Cynthia can bloom twice a year, On top of that, it is
extremely fragrant. What’s not to love?
Bc. Cynthia
Epidendrum
parkinsonianum

Oncidium harrisonianum is another of my “old
friends”. I have had this for about 12 years. It is on
its original mount, with no moss. The leaves are

Epidendrum parkinsonianum is sweetly fragrant in
the evening. The pendant growth habit dictates that
it be grown mounted. I have found that it grows much
better when the root area has a bit of sphagnum to
hold some moisture. Otherwise it is difficult to keep it

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4
Cymbidium Akaka Falls

Editor’s Notes, from Page 3
very hard and stiff, and the plant is tolerant of heat, cold,
and city water.
Dendrobium unicum is deciduous, and blooms on last
year’s bare canes. It is just starting its new growth. I don’t
particularly dry this out in the winter, but since it is
mounted it dries out quickly when it is watered. I take my
lead on this from Andy Phillips… the winter-deciduous
plants are in the shade houses with everything else, so
get watered, and it doesn’t seem to bother them. An additional benefit of growing mounted plants.

Lycaste aromatica is one of a group of yellow and
green species that bloom on bare pseudobulbs at this
time of year. The new growths are just beginning. Its
fragrance is somewhat reminiscent of cinnamon,
though to my nose it’s also a bit medicinal
Lycaste
aromatica

Odontoglossum (Oncidium) naevium is an Andean
species with an intriguing flower. The wavy petals
and sepals, with curly tips, have a delicate, lacy quality. The white background is crystalline.

Dendrobium unicum

Renanthera pulchella has 2 inch flowers on a 6 inch
plant. It grows in filtered sun. Cool-growing Vandaceous
orchids are always a treat.
Renanthera
pulchella

Odontoglosum (Oncidium)
naevium

Roberta Fox, Editor
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link
•

In lieu of Sunset Valley Orchids Spring Open House...*
In lieu of Sunset Valley Orchids Spring Open House (and delicious Tacos) we will be hosting an online sale from our website, www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com or please call us at (760) 310-0778

This sale will run 4 days from: Monday, June 8th thru Thursday, June 11th
For details, see the Events page of coolorchid.com
•

Andy’s Orchids Summer Open House*
June 19-21
734 Ocean View Ave., Encinitas
Info: www.andysorchids.com

Member Show and Tell Orchids - After May newsletter, before May 13 meeting date
From Gisela Ferolito (new member!)

Ansellia africana var. alba

Hawkinsara Little Angel

From Tony Glinskas—
Ansellia africana ‘Krull Smith’ (Page 1),
Stanhopea tigrina (Page 2)

From Luz Soto

Blc Hawaiian Discovery
‘Fluorescent Orange’
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Member Show and Tell Orchids - May 14—June 1
(Send by June 10 for June Show and Tell)

From Gisela Ferolito
Ascofinetia
Cherry Blossom

Maxillaria tenuifolia

From Gen Gunderson

Blc. Ojai
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Member Show and Tell Orchids - May 14—June 1
(Send by June 10 for June Show and Tell)

From John Marzolino
Maxillaria tenuifolia

From Glenda Urmacher

Ansellia africana ‘Garden Party’

Iwanagara Apple Blossom

Laelia anceps
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.
Please support them with your business. When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of
our society. They need to know that our Society supports them.
Andy's Orchids
Contact: Andy Phillips
760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com
www.andysorchids.com

Cal Orchid
Contact: James & Lauris Rose
805-967-1312
www.calorchid.com

Diamond Orchids
Contact: Peter Lin
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com
www.diamondorchids.com

Fascination of Orchids Inc.
Contact: Theodore Johnson
(714) 979-5887

Ruben Colmenares
562-519-2433
Rco90808@gmail.com

Sorella Orchids
Contact: Nenita Sorella
360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com
www.sborchid.com

Sunset Valley Orchids
Contact: Fred Clarke
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com

