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Orchid Pests and How to Manage Them  
Theo Johnson 

This talk will educate you on the wonderful world of garden pests and how to con-

trol or eradicate them. We will go over the various methods of control starting 

with culture, moving through household remedies, beneficial pests, and organic 

and chemical applications. 

Theo started growing orchids after 

being given an epidendrum in 1988. 

As many of us do, he has accumulat-

ed many different genera of orchids 

ranging from Angraecums to Zygo-

petalums.  Theo manages the P. G. 

Barnett collection in Newport Beach 

where he has worked for over 20 

years and learned the finer points of 

cattleya culture and hybridizing.  He 

is the current Vice President of the 

Cool Growing Orchid Society. When 

not working full time for the State as 

a Geologist, Theo spends his spare 

time repotting and caring for his 400 

plus orchids and other plants which 

he grows at his home in Costa Mesa 

both in his greenhouse and out-

doors. 

Thrips on C. forbesii 

© Theo Johnson 
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President’s Message 

Speaker’s Choice 

With Daylight Saving Time upon us, the longer and 

warmer days are bringing out more of our flowers and 

creating more activity.  We need to remember that the 

rainy, albeit short, season is over and more water and 

fertilizer are in order as well re-potting. 

Our search for a new meeting place has been restart-

ed, thanks to the suggestion from Dana, to look at the 

Santa Ana Zoo.  Roberta and Kayoko joined me in a 

tour of the Zoo and a very interesting and informative 

meeting with the Manager of the Zoo.  We learned of 

a lot of good possibilities for the Club in such a move 

for now and in the future.  It is farther for some Mem-

bers and closer for others.  No decision has, as yet, 

been made and we are still investigating the pro and 

cons of such a move.  I would like to discuss the pos-

sibility of such a move and present the Offer from the 

Zoo before our regular Meeting at 6:30 pm to the 

Board and all members of the Club.  No pizza will be 

served, but your attendance is requested.  Comments 

are now solicited from all at my email of  

tonyg@fascinationoforchids.com 

The Auction is coming on April 8!  Repeating what I 

wrote last month, this is a very important part of the 

Club’s income. We really need your support by participa-

tion and plant donations.  Make room for your new 

plants by donating some of your old plants and divisions 

to the Club for the Auction.  Please pick up some fliers 

at the Meeting and distribute them to people and 

places that you know.  A successful Auction will help 

make this a more successful Club with great Speakers 

and Plant Tables in the coming year. 

Last month, we were taken on a trip to the Brazilian Am-

azon searching for orchids along the Rio Negro, thanks 

to our own Club member Roberta.  We got a great enjoy-

able glimpse of this part of the world that is teeming 

with orchids.  This month, we will have our VP Theo give 

to us a talk on Pest Control.  This was the most request-

ed subject from our Members from our Speaker Survey 

distributed last month at the Meeting.  Please let me 

know what other types of talks and or activities that you 

would like to experience, so that we can provide the 

best for our Members.  Email me or talk to me at the 

next meeting. 

Happy Growing 

Tony 

Speaker Roberta Fox was attracted to a tiny mounted 

orchid with brilliant flowers, brought in by Una Yeh.  

Alas, Una did not have an ID for the plant—the name 

was written in Chinese, and Una was not able to 

translate it. (Chinese to English is one thing, Chinese 

to botanical Latin quite another.) But it was still Rob-

erta’s choice. It was clearly Vandaceous, 

and very cute.  Roberta showed the pho-

tos to Katrin of Andy’s Orchids while at 

the San Francisco show, and Katrin rec-

ognized it immediately as Ascocentrum 

pumilum.  It is now classified as Holco-

glossum pumilum. 

This charming miniature orchid grows out-

side in Una’s yard. It is native to many 

areas of Taiwan, at elevations of 3300-

6550 ft. (1000-2000 m) and so is very 

cold-tolerant.  

Ascocentrum (Holcoglossum) 

pumilum 



Page 3 

Editor’s Notes 

Show season is in full swing. Along with shows, there 

are Open Houses and auctions (including our own) in 

the near future. You will certainly want to acquire 

some new orchids… to make room, consider donating 

divisions to our Auction—you’ll help the club as well 

as yourself.  

Cymbidiums continue to bloom, and the Australian 

Dendrobiums are also starting to be spectacular.  For 

me, the Aussie Dendrobiums are running a little late 

this year, no doubt due to the cool winter, and rela-

tively cool summer and fall that preceded it. They 

were a bit sparse for the February shows, but should 

be in full glory for the ones in March. 

If you take Cymbidium Ruby Eyes and cross it with 

Cymbidium Sarah Jean, you get Cymbidium Ruby Sa-

rah. Win, win, win… All 

pendulous, all lovely, all 

relatively compact plants.  

Dendrobium speciosum 

var. speciosum is NOT a 

compact plant. But after 

teasing me for a couple of 

months with buds, it is 

blooming at last.  This plant 

has “bird’s nest’ roots growing upward, and is stuffed 

in its pot. However, these seem to do fine that way. 

Den. speciosum var. speciosum tends to grow some-

what horizontally. Den. speciosum var. grandiflorum 
See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

Cymbidium Akaka Falls 

can get quite tall. Den. speciosum var. curvicaule 

stays more compact. 

Cattleya (Slc.) Memoria Trudi Marsh is a charming 

mini-Catt.  The flower is almost as big as the plant. 

Trichopilia fragrans grows easily on my patio. It seems 

to be more forgiv-

ing of our warm 

summers and chil-

ly winters than 

others of the ge-

nus. It has a spicy 

fragrance. Several 

spikes are pro-

duced in se-

quence, lengthen-

ing the blooming. 

Cym. Ruby Eyes 

‘Red Baron’ 

Cym. Sarah 

Jean 

‘Ice Cas-

cade’ 

Cym. Ruby Sara 

‘Gemstone’ 

Den. speciosum var. 

speciosum 

Cattleya Memoria 

Trudi Marsh 

Trichopilia fragrans 



Editor’s Notes, from Page 3 

Roberta Fox, Editor 

Dendrochillum wenzellii has wonderful color on a com-

pact plant that is also attractive when out of bloom. 

 

I have several Dendrochilums blooming. For sheer 

flower power, Dendrochilum parvulum is hard to 

beat. The plant covers the mount, which is about 4 

inches long, and I count approximately 60 spikes.  I 

don’t know how many flowers per spike since they 

don’t all open at once (extending the bloom). 

Osmoglossum (Cuitlauzina) pulchellum blooms reliably each 

winter. The flowers are extremely fragrant—I can smell them 

all over the patio. Last year the mount disintegrated but the 

roots were firmly entwined around, and embedded.  I broke off 

the part that was easy to remove, and tied the part with the 

plant onto another mount. Another year or so and it should be 

well rooted into the new mount so that I can remove the wires 

and zip ties holding it in place. 

Several Ophrys species are starting to bloom. Next month 

will see the rest of the Mediterranean species, and the 

Australians (Thelymitra and Diuris). 

Osmoglossum 

pulchellum 

Ophrys 

tenthredinifera 

Ophrys 

mammosa 
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link 

 

• Long Beach Amateur Annual Auction* 

March 9, 2020; 6:00 Preview and registration, 6:30 Auction begins 

St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church Hall, 6201 E. Willow, Long Beach (Between Palo Verde and Woodruff) 

Info: www.lbaos.com, info@lbaos.com 

• Santa Barbara International Orchid Show* 

March 13—15, 2020; 9 AM—5 PM 

Earl Warren Showgrounds, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.sborchidshow.com 

• Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Spring Open House* 

March 13-15, 2020 

1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.sborchid.com 

• Cal Orchid Spring Open House 

March 13-15, 2020 

1251 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.calorchid.com 

• San Diego County Orchid Show and Sale* 

March 27-29, 2020; Friday 3—7 PM, Saturday 9 AM—6 

PM, Sunday 10 AM—4 PM 

Scottish Rite Event Center, Mission Valley, San Diego 

Info: www.sdorchids.com/magic 

• Andy’s Orchids Spring Open House* 

March 27-29, 2020; 10 AM—4 PM 

734 Ocean Ave, Encinitas 

info: www.andysorchids.com 

• Central Coast Orchid Show and Sale* 

April 4-5, 2020 

South County Regional Center, 

800 W. Branch St., Arroyo Grande 

Info: www.fcos.org 

• Cool Growing Orchid Society Annual Auction*  

April 8, 2020; Preview 6:40 PM, 7 PM Auction begins 

Garden Grove Masonic Lodge, 11270 Acacia Pkwy, 

Garden Grove 

(THIS IS OUR AUCTION!!) 

 

 



Page 6 

These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

 

Andy's Orchids 

Contact: Andy Phillips 

760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com 

www.andysorchids.com 

Cal Orchid 

Contact: James & Lauris Rose 

805-967-1312  

www.calorchid.com 

Diamond Orchids 

Contact: Peter Lin 

909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 

www.diamondorchids.com 

Fascination of Orchids Inc. 

Contact: Theodore Johnson 

(714) 979-5887 

Ruben Colmenares 

562-519-2433 

Rco90808@gmail.com  

Sorella Orchids 

Contact: Nenita Sorella 

360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 

Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 

800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 

www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 

Contact: Fred Clarke 

760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 

www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

 

 




