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Orchid Hunting on the Rio Negro
Roberta Fox
Take a trip on the Rio Negro in Brazil. Roberta will share the highlights of an Orchid Conservation Alliance trip to a magical region of water and sky and orchids.
Roberta began growing orchids nearly 25 years ago, when she received a Cymbidium
plant from a co-worker. She went to the New Otani show that year, and was completely
captivated. She was so overwhelmed by the variety, she did not buy anything – the last
time THAT happened! She joined several societies, and one orchid followed another. As
the collection increased in size and variety, the process of learning how to care for the
plants led to an interest in their origins and relationships. This in turn led to a focus on
orchid species, since she found that the best way to understand the needs of a hybrid
was to learn about the natural growing
conditions of the underlying species.

Her current collection is about onethird hybrids and the balance species.
(The mix keeps shifting toward species,
since those are nearly all of the new
acquisitions.) She has a small greenhouse, but nearly 90% of the orchids
(around 1800 at last count) live outside, about 5 miles from the coast.
She gravitates toward those orchids
that can handle the southern California
temperature range, because greenhouse space is very limited, but there is “always room for one more” in the back yard.
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Speaker’s Choice
January speaker Carlos Lopez first stopped at a beautiful yellow-green Paphiopedilum (unknown ID) grown
by Una Yeh. Una grows this Paph outside, and it is
fine with cool nights.
But then Carlos walked a bit further, and spotted
Dracula roezlii grown by Roberta Fox floating in the
air and asked “Can I change my mind.”? So here I
show both. The Dracula doesn’t immediately grab
one’s attention, with dark color and with the edge at
about eye level. It does have a “What was THAT?”
presence. as one walks past. This species grows
damp and shady, and does prefer RO water. It also
has the bad
Paphiopedilum
habit of closunknown
ing up if it
gets warm. It
is fun to visit
it on a 45
deg. F morning, coffee
cup in hand,
when it is at
its best. Mid-

President’s Message
Don’t you just enjoy the longer days and look forward
for more? The rain that we got and the sunny and
longer days are helping our Orchids and I am looking
forward to seeing a great Show N Tell table this
month.
We have decided to continue with the Masonic Hall
Venue, at least until the end of the year. Don’t like
the rent increase, but do like that we have ample
parking, a central location, a large room, a storage
cabinet and is available at the time and day that we
preferred. This doesn’t mean that we have abandoned our search for another place and are still very
interested in your suggestions. We had to sign up
now for this location or we may have lost our Wednesday slot and would have caused some confusion since
our Auction notices have already gone out.
Speaking of the Auction, which is a very important
part of our income, it will be on April 8, 2020. We really need your support by participation and plant donations. Make room for your new plants by donating

day, it tends to partially
close, to open fully the
next morning. It can do
this for two weeks or
more. Fortunately it was
cool the day of the meeting and stayed open (with
a little extra persuasion
from occasional mist,
transported in the car
with “blue ice” for cooling.)
Dracula roezlii

In the morning
chill.

some of your old plants and divisions to the Club for the
Auction. Please pick up some flyers at the Meeting and
distribute them to people and places that you know. A
successful Auction will help make this a more successful
Club with great Speakers and Plant Tables in the coming
year.
We are so sorry that Fred Clarke had an accident and
could not be our January Speaker. However, his able
assistant, Carlos, did a very fine job. This Month we will
have our own Newsletter Editor, Roberta, give a talk on
her recent trip to the Brazilian Amazon searching for Orchids along the Rio Negro. Still would like to know what
type of talks and or activities that you would like to experience the rest of 2020. Please let us know so that we
can provide the best for our Members. Email me or talk
to me at the next Meeting.
Our next Board Meeting will be held before our regular
meeting this month. Our main discussion will be our
Auction in April.
Happy Growing
Tony
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Editor’s Notes
First of all, check out the Calendar of Events—there
are many orchid events in the next few months, starting with Newport Harbor Orchid Society Show at Westminster Mall the weekend BEFORE our club meeting.
Also, during the month of February, Yamada Co. in
Gardena is having their annual sale of orchid supplies, as well as some Saturday visits from George
Hatfield. Check the Events Calendar on the website
for a price list of available supplies, as well as the
Hatfield calendar.
Our April meeting is our annual auction. It seems a
long way off, but time flies so put it on your calendar
as a “Don’t miss!” . This is our main fundraiser for the
entire year. We need to earn enough to support the
basic expenses of the Society (things like rent and
insurance) as well as support our excellent speaker
programs and plant tables. If you have divisions of
plants to donate, fantastic. But most important is
that you attend and bid.
Days are starting to lengthen noticeably. I am seeing
lots of new-root action, and that means time to start
potting. This relates to two items in the last couple of
paragraphs… you can get supplies at Yamada’s at the
best prices of the year, and you can also save those
extra divisions to donate to the auction.

Not really a cool-grower, Blc. Zul ‘Wantana’ is a fascinating flower. It opens light peach with a dark pink
picotee, then the dark pink throughout takes over as
the flower matures. The photo shows flowers at both
stages. It is super-vigorous, and fragrant. This one
came from Theo—Thanks! I have a division that will
be in the auction, I would not be surprised if Theo
does, too. So you will have a chance to add this to
your collection.

Blc. Zul ‘Wantana’

I still have some Laelia anceps in bloom, and a few
more in bud, so expect to have some of these well into
February. Also running late (usually blooms in midDecember), but always welcome when it does open,
is Laelia gouldiana. This grows with the L. anceps.
Flowers appear diamond-dusted, which adds to the
brilliance.
Laelia gouldiana

I have had Cymbidium Knute Kid almost from the beginning of my
orchidgrowing
“career”, and
it’s still one
of my favorites. The petals look like
the red was
gently
brushed on,
with a velvety
dark red lip
for contrast.
Cymbidium
Knute Kid

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4
Cymbidium Akaka Falls

Editor’s Notes, from Page 3
Mediocalcar decoratum has weird little flowers in
candy corn colors. I have also seen them described
as exploding bowling balls. I have found that the
best way to grow this is draped over the top of a
basket containing sphagnum moss. The moss provides moisture, but the plant produces a mat, with
only a few roots going into the moss, the rest just
enjoying the humidity. It can grow shady, but at the
suggestion of Scott McGregor, I moved it to a little
more sun and got a lot more flowers this time. Winter temperatures are no problem. I’m hoping that
the plant will drape over the sides of the basket and
form a ball.

Speaking of terrestrials, Pterostylis curta is approaching its peak of blooming. These grow from summerdormant tubers. I start watering in late July or early
August to get this January-February blooming.

Mediocalcar
decoratum

Pterostylis
curta

Bonatea speciosa is an African terrestrial. It grows in
well-drained potting soil with additional sand and fine
perlite. After flowering, the growths die back, to produce new ones. The spring new growths will die back,
and a second batch are producedS in the fall, which
bloom at this time. (I have never had the summer
growths flower)

Bonatea speciosa

Also, the first of my Mediterranean terrestrials,
Ophrys ariadne, has just started to bloom. The
spike will get longer and there will be more flowers soon. I’m seeing just the beginning of spikes
on other plants in this group, so there should be
a nice display of them over the next few months.
These grow from
summer-dormant
tubers. I only start
watering in late
October. If you
were a bee, wouldn’t you find “her”
fascinating?

Roberta Fox, Editor

Page 5

Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link
•

Newport Harbor Orchid Society Orchid Expo*
February 7-9, 2020; Friday 10 AM-9 PM, Saturday 10AM -8 PM, Sunday 11 AM-6 PM
Westminster Mall, 2nd level, J.C. Penney’s Wing
Info: www.nhosinfo.org

•

Pacific Orchid Exposition
February 21—23, 10 AM—5 PM
County Fair Building “Hall of Flowers”,9th Ave. at Lincoln Way , Golden Gate Park, San Francisco
Info: www.pacorchidexpo.org or info@orchidsanfrancisco.org

•

Long Beach Amateur Annual Auction*
March 9, 2020; 6:00 Preview and registration, 6:30 Auction begins
St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church Hall, 6201 E. Willow, Long Beach (Between Palo Verde and Woodruff)
Info: www.lbaos.com, info@lbaos.com

•

Santa Barbara International Orchid Show*
March 13—15, 2020; 9 AM—5 PM
Earl Warren Showgrounds, Santa Barbara
Info: www.sborchidshow.com

•

San Diego County Orchid Show and Sale*
March 27-29, 2020; Friday 3—7 PM, Saturday 9 AM—6
PM, Sunday 10 AM—4 PM
Scottish Rite Event Center, Mission Valley, San Diego
Info: www.sdorchids.com/magic

•

Andy’s Orchids Spring Open House
March 27-29, 2020; 10 AM—4 PM
734 Ocean Ave, Encinitas
info: www.andysorchids.com

•

Cool Growing Orchid Society Annual Auction*
April 8, 2020; Preview 6:40 PM, 7 PM Auction begins
Garden Grove Masonic Lodge, 11270 Acacia Pkwy,
Garden Grove
(THIS IS OUR AUCTION!!)
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.
Please support them with your business. When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of
our society. They need to know that our Society supports them.
Andy's Orchids
Contact: Andy Phillips
760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com
www.andysorchids.com

Cal Orchid
Contact: James & Lauris Rose
805-967-1312
www.calorchid.com

Diamond Orchids
Contact: Peter Lin
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com
www.diamondorchids.com

Fascination of Orchids Inc.
Contact: Theodore Johnson
(714) 979-5887

Ruben Colmenares
562-519-2433
Rco90808@gmail.com

Sorella Orchids
Contact: Nenita Sorella
360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com
www.sborchid.com

Sunset Valley Orchids
Contact: Fred Clarke
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com

