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Venezuela's National Flower, Cattleya mossiae  
  

Fred Clarke 

Cattleya mossiae is the queen of Venezuelan Cattleyas. Once the most popular corsage 

flowers for Mother’s day, it is now rarely seen in collections and cut flower trade. This will 

be a beautiful exposé of C. mossiae in the wild, amazing pictures of thousands of flowers 

covering the trees. Learn about the habitat, and the perils that await the future for these 

Cattleyas. 

 

The presenter will be Fred Clarke of Sunset Valley Orchids in Vista. Fred has been grow-

ing orchids for 42 years and has been hybridizing for 38 of those years. With over 34 

years as a professional grower and manager in the horticultural industry, Fred applies 

these skills at his orchid nursery; Sunset Valley Orchids, located in San Diego, California. 

He is a passionate orchid grower whose curiosity in orchids is broad and varied. Although 

developing Cattleya hybrids has been his sustaining interest, he is also actively creating 

new Paphiopedilum and Aussie Dendrobium hybrids plus some others to be named if 

they work out! 

 

His pioneering work in Catasetum 

intergeneric hybrids led to the devel-

opment of several notable hybrids, 

most recently the grex, Fredclark-

eara After Dark, which produced 

“the blackest flower ever wit-

nessed”. This grex has received 

over 100 awards worldwide with 

nine FCCs and thirty AMs from the 

AOS! Fred is an Accredited Judge in 

the Pacific South Judging Region. 

His plants have received hundreds 

of quality awards from the American 

Orchid Society. 

Cattleya mossiae 
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President’s Message 

Wishing all a very Happy New Year.  Hope that you 

had a wonderful Holiday Season with family and 

friends and are now ready to welcome a New Year of 

fabulous Orchids, Speakers and Show N Tell Table 

prizes! 

Thanks to all who attended and helped out at our Holi-

day Party and brought wonderful food for all of us to 

enjoy.  It was a great get together. 

We got a notice from the Masonic Hall that they are 

raising our Meeting Room rental. I have sent some 

notes out on this previously and have received some 

comments.  It really will help if you would contact any 

Senior Center or Library or religious facility or Civic 

Center etc., that you are familiar with, which may have 

a Meeting Room available.  Let us know as soon as 

possible since we need to make a decision soon.   

Our first Speaker of the Year will be Fred Clarke.  He is 

one of our favorites who always has some great infor-

mation and a fabulous plant table for us.   

Would like to know what type of talks and or activities 

that you would like to experience the rest of 2020.  

Please let us know so that we can provide the best for 

our Members.  Email me or talk to me at the next Meet-

ing. 

Our next Board Meeting will be held before our regular 

meeting on February 12, 2020.  Our main discussions 

will be our rental increase and the Auction in April. 

Happy New Year 

Tony 

This cake, created by Luz, was 

almost too beautiful to eat… but 

it was DELICIOUS too! 

Holiday Party 2019 
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Editor’s Notes 

This is the time of year when we find out how tough 

our outdoor-growing orchids REALLY  are. The lowest 

temperature I have had so far in my yard was 38.5 

deg F. Those farther inland have probably seen it a 

few degrees colder. Remember, a dry plant can toler-

ate more cold than a wet one. When it is clear, water 

in the morning—or not at all. When the plants aren’t 

growing much, they don’t need much water or fertiliz-

er either. Also, when it rains (and unless you have a 

covered growing area the orchids ARE going to get 

wet), the cloud cover tends to keep temperature up a 

bit. If you have buds starting to open, you may want 

to bring the plants inside, since botrytis will damage 

flowers when it is cold and damp. The plant isn’t 

harmed, but it’s so disappointing  to get ugly spots on 

those flowers that you have been waiting for!  

I have noticed that my Laelia anceps are blooming a 

month or so later than they have in the past, and for 

most, the flowers are a bit smaller than they have 

been. I attribute this to a relatively cool summer com-

pared to the last few years. Actually, it was much 

more like the summers that I remember as kid, where 

it was cold and gray until mid-July, but stayed hot long 

after school had started. <Sigh> 

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

Cymbidium Akaka Falls 

Finally, though, those L. anceps are starting to bloom 

profusely. Along with several very nice pink/lavender 

ones,  here are some other interesting color forms.  L. 

anceps var. hillii is almost completely white, except for 

that bit of soft lavender on the lip. Just the opposite 

for color intensity, L. anceps ‘Sanbar Ruby’ is very 

dark, with saturated color. 

I am always intrigued by L. anceps f. lineata. Streaks 

of darker color look like they are brushed on the pet-

als, and it almost seems that the “brush” stretched 

the petals.  The pattern varies from flower to flower, 

and from year to year. Sometimes there is a bit of yel-

low near the base of some of the petals, an almost 
Laelia anceps var. hillii 

Laelia anceps ‘Sanbar Ruby’ 

Laelia anceps f. lineata 

‘Diciplinata’ HCC/AOS 



Editor’s Notes, from Page 3 

Continued, Page 5 

Some Cattleya hybrids have also put on a show this 

month. Potinara Solar City is a splash of sunshine on a 

cloudy day. Brassocattleya Tetradip is a Brassavola 

nodasa hybrid that blooms twice a year or more.  It is 

quite fragrant. Theo notes that the fragrance is differ-

ent in the morning and afternoon… I don’t pick that up, 

can’t remember fragrances that well. Another feature 

 

peloric pattern. 

Once those L. anceps finish blooming, they start to 

push new roots almost immediately. Therefore, if 

you are going to repot or mount this species, plan to 

do it within the next month or so. That’s especially 

important when mounting, since only the new roots 

will attach to the mount. If you have one that isn’t 

going to bloom this season, it may already be root-

ing and ready for potting/mounting. Be vigilant! 

Here is a charmer… Laelia albida.  This one is pelor-

ic—there is a splash of the lip color at the tips of the 

petals and sepals.  It is also extremely fragrant, es-

pecially in the morning. 
of this flower is that as it ages, the petals and sepals 

fade to almost white, but the lip pattern remains and it 

can continue to look very nice for several more weeks. 

While all this action is happening in the Cattleya world, 

Maxillaria lehmannii  produced a flush bloom. The 

pristine white flowers have 

heavy substance, and last-

ed for about 6 weeks, 

maybe more. 

While greenhouse-grown Dendrochilum magnum 

bloomed several months ago, my outdoor-

growing one always blooms later.  Instead of a 

flush bloom it opens only few inflorescences at a 

time, but that just extends the blooming. Also, 

Laelia albida ‘Blue Boy’ 

Potinara Solar City 

Brasocattleya 

Tetradip 

‘Junko’ 

Maxillaira lehmannii 
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link 

Roberta Fox, Editor 

From Page 4 

 

the flowers darken as they age, but don’t 

get as dark as they did when I first got it 

after it was greenhouse-grown. 

• Orange County Orchid Society Annual Auction* 

January 15, 2020; 6:30 PM Registration and Preview, 7 PM Auction begins 

Yorba Linda Public Library Community Room, Lower Level; 18181 Imperial Hwy., Yorba Linda 

Info: Anne-Line Anderson anneline45@gmail.com, or Janet Wilson ocos.ranger16@gmail.com 

• Newport Harbor Orchid Society Orchid Expo* 

February 7-9, 2020; Friday 10 AM-9 PM, Saturday 10AM -8 PM, Sunday 11 AM-6 PM 

Westminster Mall, 2nd level, J.C. Penney’s Wing 

Info: www.nhosinfo.org 

• Pacific Orchid Exposition 

February 21—23, 10 AM—5 PM 

County Fair Building “Hall of Flowers”,9th Ave. at Lincoln Way , Golden Gate Park, San Francisco 

Info: www.pacorchidexpo.org  or  info@orchidsanfrancisco.org 

• Santa Barbara International Orchid Show* 

March 13—15, 2020; 9 AM—5 PM 

Earl Warren Showgrounds, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.sborchidshow.com 

New 
Old 

Dendrochilum 

magnum 
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

 

Andy's Orchids 

Contact: Andy Phillips 

760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com 

www.andysorchids.com 

Cal Orchid 

Contact: James & Lauris Rose 

805-967-1312  

www.calorchid.com 

Diamond Orchids 

Contact: Peter Lin 

909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 

www.diamondorchids.com 

Fascination of Orchids Inc. 

Contact: Theodore Johnson 

(714) 979-5887 

Ruben Colmenares 

562-519-2433 

Rco90808@gmail.com  

Sorella Orchids 

Contact: Nenita Sorella 

360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 

Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 

800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 

www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 

Contact: Fred Clarke 

760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 

www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

 

 




