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Laelia Species and Their Culture 
Peter T. Lin 

Learn about the many different species and some of their culture requirements. This fast 

paced PowerPoint presentation will discuss most of the Laelia species and their various 

color forms.   

Peter started growing orchids over 30 years ago, but then stopped due to school and 

starting a career.  It wasn't until about 12 years ago that the orchid "bug" came back and 

he is now heavily involved once again.  He is an accredited judge with the American Or-

chid Society and a hybridizer of mini-catts.  He enjoys meeting with other orchid enthusi-

asts, and can often be found at various orchid shows and societies around the country.  

He also has hundreds of photos of his orchids that he maintains on Flickr.  You can view 

them at: http://www.flickr.com/photos/minicatt/collections/ 
 

Due to limited growing 

space, Peter likes to special-

ize in miniature orchids, 

both species and hybrids, 

and has received numerous 

AOS awards.  His other inter-

ests in orchids include Den-

drobiums, Angraecoids, and 

Neofinetias.  He maintains a 

collection of a thousand or 

more orchids at his home in 

Southern California in 3 

small greenhouses, as well 

as in the house under fluo-

rescent lights. Laelia autumnalis 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/minicatt/collections/
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Editor’s Notes 

President’s Message 

Show season starts soon, with the Newport Har-

bor Orchid Society Exotic Plant and Orchid Festi-

val at Westminster Mall.  After that, every couple 

of weeks there’s another chance to build your 

collection.  Particularly note that Fascination of 

Orchids will take place the last weekend in Sep-

tember.  Theo and friends will be taking signups 

for information table, security, setup and 

takedown tasks.  Fascination of Orchids contrib-

utes generously to the CGOS speaker and plant 

opportunity table programs.  Now is the time for 

you to give back, so that you can continue to 

enjoy these features of CGOS membership.  

The cool start of summer seems to have inspired 

an explosion of blooming.  July at my house was 

amazing! Now that summer is truly upon us, 

time to increase the watering, and consider wa-

tering in the evening so that the plants have the 

night to absorb it before the sun evaporates that 

water.  

I will show you the last first… Stanhopea tigrina 

var. nigroviolacea ‘Predator’ sat  with fat buds 

for 3 days looking like it was going to pop at any 

minute.  It finally did, with a burst of heavy per-

fume. Alas, Stanhopeas tease us for weeks, and 

Wow, it is August already.  Seems that May was only a 

week or so ago.  Hopefully, we will not see the ex-

treme heat that we had last year.  We have been lucky 

so far, but not so most of this country as well as Eu-

rope and Asia.  Keep the water flowing and the or-

chids blooming.   

What a super BBQ we had last month!  So many 

thanks are in order.  First to Henrietta for allowing us 

to enjoy her Garden, and then to Robin for orchestrat-

ing and putting together the entire affair, to Chef Theo 

for his marvelous cooking talents, to Roberta, Theo, 

Richard and Fascination of Orchids, Inc. for providing 

the wonderful assortment of plants for our raffle. And 

last, and certainly not the least to all of our Members 

who provided great food and comradeship.  Thank you 

one and all for your participation. 

This month, we will have one of our favorite speakers, 

Peter Lin to lecture on one of his many interesting top-

ics.  We do not want to miss hearing him. 

We will have a Board Meeting right before our regular 

meeting.  Pizza will be served and all are invited to par-

ticipate.  This will be the last Board Meeting before the 

Fascination of Orchids Show next month.  We need your 

help and ideas to make it a big success.   

Happy Growing. 

Tony 

  

then when they open 

in an instant, they 

last only a few days. 

The adrenaline rush 

is worth it though.  

The flowers look to 

me like squids—they 

are really weird. 

These need to be 

kept moist, and on 

the shady side.  

Stanhopea tigrina 

v. nigroviolacea 

‘Predator’ FCC/AOS 

See: Editor’s Notes,  

Page 3 
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My Lycastes grow in a shady spot on the north side of 

the house. Lycaste tricolor grows well in a basket, with 

sphagnum. I only see two colors, green/bronze and 

pink, though there may be a bit of white, a stretch.  

This is the best blooming I have ever had from this 

plant, about 20 flowers at its peak. 

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

Cymbidium Akaka Falls 

Laeliocattleya Interceps is a primary hybrid of Lae-

lia anceps and Cattleya intermedia.  In this case, 

the L. anceps v. veitchiana and C. intermedia f. 

coerulea were used. 

Editor’s Notes, from Page 2 

Lycaste tricolor 

Lc. Interceps ‘Blue’ 

Sobralia sanderae is a favorite of mine. The soft yel-

low petals and sepals have the best color when it’s 

cool. The combination of yellow and clear pink in the 

species beats any of the hybrids that try for that com-

bination—in hybrids, if a yellow is crossed with a pink, 

both colors tend to get washed out, yielding a mostly-

white flower with just a bit of either yellow or pink in 

the lip.  

 

 

Here’s a hybrid puzzle… these flowers are from the 

same plant. Sob. yauperi-

ensis is pink, and Sob. xan-

tholeuca is intense butter 

yellow.  This clearly is an 

accidental compot, with at 

least two plants.  About 

2/3 of the flowers are 

Sobralia sanderae 

Sob. yauperiensis x xantholeuca 



Editor’s Notes, from Page 3 

Continued, Page 5 

At the other end of the color spectrum is Den. victoria-

reginae. There was one of these on the July BBQ plant 

table. I have found that it does best mounted, but it 

could grow in a pot with medium bark, as long as it is 

well-drained. Note that this one also blooms on old, 

leafless canes. I don’t particularly dry either of these in 

winter, but mounted plants dry quickly, and that seems 

to work for a lot of deciduous Dendrobiums. The winter 

chill probably has more to do with initiating flowers 

than the “dry” part of the “winter rest” concept. 

 

Draculas do resent summer heat. They are most 

likely to be open in the cool of the morning, then 

droop during the day, to open again the next morn-

ing. Drac. Bellerophon seems to me more warmth-

resistant than most, staying open until mid-day or 

early afternoon.  I grow these in sphagnum, in the 

shadiest 

part of my 

growing 

area, and 

water at 

least once 

a day, 

more if it 

gets really 

hot. These 

do need 

pure water. 

what one would expect, but the other 1/3 look  like 

the Sob. xantholeuca parent. 

This has been a great month for some colorful Den-

drobium species. Den. glomeratum is supposedly a 

warm-grower, but Andy Phillips found out that it 

does fine in his outdoor shade house and it grows 

on my patio.  It has been through winter, is semi-

deciduous, but now is blooming profusely.  The vi-

brant “put on your sunglasses” magenta is set off 

by the orange lip, so that it almost glows. 

Dendrobiium glomeraturm 

Den. victoria-reginae 

Dracula 

bellerophon 
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link 

• Newport Harbor Orchid Society Exotic Plant and Orchid Festival 

August 16-18, 2019; Friday 10 AM—9 PM, Saturday 10 AM—8 PM, Sunday 11 AM—6 PM 

Westminster Mall, Westminster; Info: www.nhosinfo.org 

• South Bay Orchid Society Show and Sale* 

September 14—15, 2019; Saturday Sale 9 AM—5 PM, Show 11 AM—5 PM, Sunday Show and Sale 9 AM—4 PM 

South Coast Botanic Garden, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd, Palos Verdes  

Info: www.southbayorchidsociety.com 

• Andy’s Orchids Fall Open House* 

September 20-22, 2019; 10 AM—4 PM 

734 Ocean View Ave., Encinitas 

Info:  www.andysorchids.com 

• Fascination of Orchids International Show and Sale* 

September 28-29, 2019; 10 AM—5 PM 

South Coast Plaza Village, 1621 W. Sunflower, Santa Ana 

Info: ocorchidshow.com 

• Huntington Orchid Show and Sale* 

October 18-20, 2019: 10 AM—5 PM 

The Huntington Library, Art Collections, and Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Rd., San Marino 

Info: www.huntington.org/orchidshow 

Roberta Fox, Editor 

From Page 4 

Of all of the cold-tolerant Vanda species, none is more reliable than Vanda tricolor. I 

have had this plant for about 20 years. It went through the “great freeze of 2006-

2007” with no apparent harm. There are two color forms of the species.  This is the 

less-common one. V. tricolor v. suavis has less brown and more purple.  That one is in 

bud, I’ll show it to you next 

month. The primary hybrid 

between V. tricolor and V. cris-

tata is V. Paki (rhymes with 

“hockey”). That one  is closer 

in appearance to V. cristata 

but flowers are larger.  With 

two cool-growing parents, this 

hybrid also does very well out-

doors. 

 

Vanda tricolor 

Vanda Paki 
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

 

Andy's Orchids 

Contact: Andy Phillips 

760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com 

www.andysorchids.com 

Cal Orchid 

Contact: James & Lauris Rose 

805-967-1312  

www.calorchid.com 

Diamond Orchids 

Contact: Peter Lin 

909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 

www.diamondorchids.com 

Fascination of Orchids Inc. 

Contact: Theodore Johnson 

(714) 979-5887 

Ruben Colmenares 

562-519-2433 

Rco90808@gmail.com  

Sorella Orchids 

Contact: Nenita Sorella 

360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 

Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 

800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 

www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 

Contact: Fred Clarke 

760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 

www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

 

 




