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Orchid Pests and How to Manage Them  
Theo Johnson 

Theo started growing orchids in 1991 and, as many of us do, has accumulated 

many different genera of orchids ranging from Angraecums to Zygopetalums.  

Theo manages the P. G. Barnett collection in Newport Beach where he has 

worked for over 15 years and learned the finer points of cattleya culture and hy-

bridizing.  He is the current Vice President of the Cool Growing Orchid Society. 

When not working full time for the State as a Geologist, Theo spends his spare 

time repotting and caring for his 400 plus orchids and other plants which he 

grows at his home in Costa Mesa both in his greenhouse and outdoors. 

This talk will educate 

you on the wonderful 

world of garden 

pests and how to 

control or eradicate 

them. We will go over 

the various methods 

of control starting 

with culture, moving 

through household 

remedies, beneficial 

pests, and organic 

and chemical appli-

cations.  

Mealybug on 

Phalaenopsis 
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Photos from the April Auction 
(Thanks to Tony Glinskas!) 
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Editor’s Notes 

Spring, and show season is behind us.  However, that 

just gives a chance to consolidate before the summer 

Open Houses.  The orchids love the cool, damp morn-

ings, and nights are now warm enough that just about 

everything can safely grow outside. Some of the earlier 

Catasetinae are ready for watering to resume, but 

don’t be in a rush.  It’s better to wait, even if they look 

ready, to give the roots a chance to elongate in antici-

pation of the copious water to come.  

Of the seasonal groups, the Aussie Dendrobiums are 

mostly done, and Cymbidiums are winding down. How-

ever, Sarcochilus are starting to put on a show.  Along 

with the more common white ones , I have Sarco. Kul-

nura Gizmo blooming. It bloomed the first couple of 

years that I had it, as a seedling, then sat there just 

growing for 4 years… it certainly got something that it 

liked this year! Maybe all the rain. I have heard that 

Sarcochius bloom better if they are kept drier in win-

ter.  I never moved mine to a sheltered area and they 

certainly got lots of rain.  I conclude that “drier” is not 

necessary, I’m getting a good show from this genus. 

Hybrids like this are gorgeous, but now I’m going to 

indulge in showing you some of the species that are 

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

President’s Message 

Our biggest fund raiser of the year, our Annual Auction 

was held in April.  Although it was not nearly as successful 

as in previous years, it will help with Club expenses to 

keep our dues low and quality of speakers and plant table 

high.  Thank you very much to all who participated in the 

auction.  Thanks for all of the lovely plants that were do-

nated.  Thanks to all of the many helpers and bidders that 

made the auction a success.  Big Kudos are extended to 

our super Auctioneer Theo.  He kept the plants flying off 

the table as the 4H brought them over to the lucky win-

ners.  Norm was his ‘right hand’ helper keeping the flow 

of plants constant.  Roberta was clicking away at her 

computer keeping all the records straight and making 

Invoices.  Barbara was there signing in people and col-

lecting money along with Kayoko.  Robin and Henrietta 

did a fantastic job setting up the tables and refreshments 

as well as cleaning up afterwards.  Once again, thanks for 

all of the help.  We greatly appreciated the assistance 

and participation of all.  

 We will have a Board meeting right before our regu-

lar May meeting.  All are invited to attend.  We want 

to discuss auction results and future activities includ-

ing: elections for Officers and Directors and appeal to 

all members to become a part of the management of 

our Club. 

We will have a great presentation on Pest and Ail-

ment Control by our own in-house expert, Theo at the 

May meeting.  You do not want to miss this for we all 

need to control and prevent problems and attack 

those invaders who try to hurt our plants. 

Happy Growing,  

Tony 

 

Cymbidium Akaka Falls 

growing outside at my house. There are so many that 

can tolerate our cool winter nights and put on a terrific 

show. Cattleya intermedia grows very easily with no par-

ticular protection, and  has a wide variety of color 

forms.  Here are just a few.  The “orlata” form has a ring 

of the lip color surrounding the column.  The “aquinii” 

form is peloric, and is used extensively in hybridizing to 

create splash-petal flowers.  Both of these forms have 

both the typical pink/lavender and coerulea varieties. 

One can’t settle for just one... 

Sarcochilus Kulnura Gizmo 



Editor’s Notes, from Page 3 

Just like people, some orchids like to get up in the 

morning, and others want to sleep until the sun is 

bright. Here’s a Stelis that opens early, and closes by 

about 8 AM on a bright day, staying open longer if it is 

overcast, for several weeks. 

Cattleya (Guarianthe) aurantiaca is also blooming.  

Here is the typical orange form, but with spots, and 

also an aurea (yellow) one. 

Continued, Page 5 

Thelymitra is one of the Australian terrestrials that I have 

been growing. Their common name is “sun orchid” be-

cause they only open in bright sunshine. This makes them 

difficult to show at a meeting, because they’re closed in 

the evening, or even indoors during the day. Of several 

that I grew this year, this is the only one that bloomed, but 

it’s spectacular.  That true blue is rare in plants generally, 

and more so in orchids.  You’ll get a chance to learn more 

about these at the June meeting. They, and the European 

terrestrials such as those that I brought to the March 

meeting, are starting to become more available. They need 

to be kept dry during the summer, with watering only re-

suming in around October, when days start to cool off. Last 

picture is truest color, taken outside in sun. 

Cattleya intermedia f. orlata 

Cattleya intermedia 

f. aquinii coerulea 

Cattleya aurantiaca 

‘Orange Spots’ 

Catttleya aurantiaca 

f. aurea 

Stelis purpurea 
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link 

• Palomar Orchid Society Annual Auction 

Saturday, May 11, 2019; Sale and preview 10—11 AM, Auction 11 AM—3 PM 

Lake San Marcos Conference Center, 1035 La Bonita Dr., San Marcos 

Info: www.palomarorchid.org 

• San Gabriel Valley Orchid Hobbyists Annual Auction 

May 16, 2019;Preview 6 PM, Auction Begins 7 PM 

Los Angeles County Arboretum and Botanic Garden,  Lecture Hall, 301 Baldwin Ave., Arcadia 

Info: www.sgvoh.org 

• Andy’s Orchids Open House 

June 14—16, 2019 10 AM—4 PM 

734 Ocean View Ave., Encinitas 

Info: www.andysorchids.com, roger@andysorchids.com 

• Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Summer Open House 

July 12-14, 2019; Friday and Saturday 8 AM—5 PM, Sunday 9 AM—4 PM 

1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.sborchid.com 

• Cal Orchid’s Summer Hummer 

July 12-14, 2019; 9 AM—5 PM 

1251 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.calorchid.com 

• Newport Harbor Orchid Society Exotic Plant and Orchid Festival 

August 16-18, 2019; Friday 10 AM—9 PM, Saturday 10 AM—8 PM, Sunday 11 AM—6 PM 

Westminster Mall, Westminster 

• South Bay Orchid Society Show and Sale 

September 14—15, 2019; Saturday Sale 9 AM—5 PM, Show 11 AM—5 PM, Sunday Show and Sale 9 AM—4 PM 

South Coast Botanic Garden, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd, Palos Verdes 

Roberta Fox, Editor 

From Page 4 

Thelymitra glaucophylla 
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

 

Andy's Orchids 

Contact: Andy Phillips 

760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com 

www.andysorchids.com 

Cal Orchid 

Contact: James & Lauris Rose 

805-967-1312  

www.calorchid.com 

Diamond Orchids 

Contact: Peter Lin 

909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 

www.diamondorchids.com 

Fascination of Orchids Inc. 

Contact: Theodore Johnson 

(714) 979-5887 

Ruben Colmenares 

562-519-2433 

Rco90808@gmail.com  

Sorella Orchids 

Contact: Nenita Sorella 

360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 

Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 

800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 

www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 

Contact: Fred Clarke 

760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 

www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

 

 




