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Phyllis S. Prestia is an orchid enthusiast, collector, and grower. Her latest passion are
the native orchids of Europe. She has traveled extensively in France collecting photographs and sharing conservation efforts with local French orchid societies. Back home
in California she grows these extraordinary orchids, which are presently getting ready to
bloom.
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She is also an avid supporter of the World Orchid Conferences. In conjunction with the
WOC’s, she has trekked the rainforests of Madagascar and the islands of the Galapagos.

Society Secretary
Roberta Fox

Directors
Richard Hess
Robin Lane
Dana Seelig
Director Ex-Officio
Norm Nakanishi
——Newsletter
Roberta Fox
roberta@orchidcentral.net
(714)435-8015
Newsletter deadline is the
25th of the month prior to
the month of issue.

In her orchid life, she is an Assistant Editor of Orchid Digest magazine and serves as
Trustee for the American Orchid Society. She has been the President of the San Diego
County Cymbidium Society and is the current President of the Cymbidium Society of
America. Further, she is an Accredited Judge for both the Cymbidium Society of America
and the American Orchid Society.
In addition to her dissertation, her orchid publications include "Best Practices in Culture
of Catasetum, Clowesia, Cycnoches, Mormodes and Their Hybrids," Orchid Digest Volume 80, no.4., "The First World Slipper Orchid Conference," Orchid Digest Volume 79,
No.2., “Growing Austrailian Dendrobiums: An Interview
with Fred Clarke,” and “Red Hot Heatwave: New Cattleya Breeding at Sunset Valley Orchids,” Orchid Digest
Volume 80, no. 3.
In a previous life, she served children as an educator
and Middle School Principal. She received a Doctorate
of Education at Rutgers University, where she also
served as instructor in the graduate education program.
Originally from New Jersey, she moved to California with
her husband to retire in the sunny, San Diego area and
grow orchids.
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Speaker’s Choice
January speaker Fred Clarke selected Rossioglossum
Rawdon Jester, grown by Kayoko Nebrig, as his
Speaker’s Choice. This beautifully-grown plant had
five open flowers and three buds. This is a primary
hybrid of Ros. grande x Ros. williamsianum. Both parents are native to Central America and southern Mexico, from elevations around 2000 m. (6500 ft)
Kayoko grows this plant outside next to her greenhouse, facing north, so that it is in bright shade. She
grows Sarcochilus and Plerostylis in this same area. It
is potted in medium bark, watered about once a
week. She also uses a time release fertilizer (such as
Nutricote) in the spring, and then in the July or August starts using a low-nitrogen “bloom boosting” fertilizer.

Rossioglossum Rawdon Jester

President’s Message
Well, we have had some rain and some sun and
the cymbidiums are blooming all over. Life is
good again. Spring cannot be far away.

CGOS will be Phyllis Prestia speaking on the Wild
Orchids of France. A topic that not many of us
know about and should be very interesting.

Thanks again to the Members who filled in the
Speaker Form that was handed out the last two
months. This provides information on what you
liked about the 2018 Topics and what you would
like to hear in 2019. Some who did not return
the Form or were not at the last two meetings
can still let us know what you would like this
coming year. This is your chance to tell us what
you want to hear and see….

April will soon be here and so will our Annual
Auction. Don’t forget to put aside some of your
extra plants and divisions to donate for this important event.

In January we heard one of our very favorite
speakers, Fred Clarke of Sunset Valley Orchids.
He and Peter Lin, according to our Survey results
so far, are the speakers that our Members enjoy
the most. This Month, we have something entirely different. Making her first appearance at

See you at our February Meeting.
Happy Growing,
Tony
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Editor’s Notes

Cymbidium Memoria
Neal Crosswhite

My plants are finally drying out a bit. With a week of
rain followed by cool days with high humidity, there
has been little need to think about watering, except for
the plants that came indoors for me to enjoy, and the
ones in the greenhouse (and under polycarbonate cover in the yard). Important not to forget those that didn’t get rained on. But all of that good, clean water
should make them very happy.
Spring show season is upon us, and the next couple of
months will bring lots of opportunities for admiring
beautifully-grown orchids on display, and acquiring
some new babies. Check out the Events page, and
also visit the Events page on our website
www.coolgrowingorchids.com (or
www.coolorchids.org) . If you can donate some of your
divisions or duplicate plants to the auction, you will
benefit our Society and make room for MORE.
I featured Laelia anceps last month. so will give you
just one more, L. anceps f. lineata ‘Disciplinata’. To
me, this form looks like the stripes were brushed on
and that the brush extended the edges of the petals.
This one is one of my favorites.
Most of my Cymbidiums are just getting started. I do
think that blooming was delayed 6—8 weeks by our
very long “summer” that extended to November. Here
are a few early Cyms. Cymbidium Memoria Neal
Crosswhite (erythraeum x erythrostylum) is lightly fragrant. Some of you remember Neal. This hybrid was
made by Pat Rowland and Charles “Butch” WekerleThrun.
Laelia anceps f. lineata
‘Disciplinata’

Cymbidium dayanum typically starts blooming in October
or early November, but produces spikes over a period of
almost two months so that it may be in bloom through
January. With its pendulous spikes, it is best grown
hanging, especially for larger plants that may produce
spikes all around the pot.
For the rest of this
Cymbidium
column, I’m going
dayanum
to show you some
of the other interesting orchids that
grow in my back
yard. When you
want to branch out
into new territory,
these species are
just as happy outside as the species and hybrids
that are familiar.
Maxillaria elatior is
somewhat of a

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4

Cymbidium Akaka Falls

Editor’s Notes, from Page 3
climber. It can root from the nodes between pseudobulbs as well as from the base, and so I grow it tied to
a plaque of hapu’u (tree fern) attached to the pot. The
flowers pop out between the leaves and pseudobulbs,
a delightful surprise. A note about this and other Maxillarias that produce a string of pseudobulbs, such as
Max. tenuifolia—don’t be tempted to “tidy them up” by
removing brown sheaths between the pseudobulbs.
There is a complex root system that extends the full
length of the growth, and the sheaths protect those
roots. You can kill the plant by removing the sheaths
and leaving those roots bare. So don’t do it!.

The genus Ada has now been lumped into Brassia.
The flowers are smaller than the typical Brassia, and
tend to come from South America rather than Central
America. Ada rolandoi (pronounced rolando-i) Is quite
floriforous. In its current blooming, there are three
spikes of about five flowers each.

Maxillaria
elatior

Ada (Brassia)
rolandoi

Epidendrum trialatum is a $7.50 special that has
done very well for me. I have tried this one both in
the greenhouse and outside, and it does better outside. Its crystalline white flowers are fragrant.
Epidendrum
trialatum

Schoenorchis juncifolia
took awhile to get established, but now it blooms
about twice a year, This
Vandaceous orchid handles outdoor temperatures well, coming from
higher elevations in Java,
Borneo, and Sumatra. It
does require daily watering, producing lots of
roots that are in the air as
much as on the mount.

Schoenorchis
juncifolia

Continued, Page 5
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link
•

Newport Harbor Orchid Society Orchid Expo & Sale*
February 8—10, 2019; Friday 10 AM—9 PM, Saturday 10 AM—8 PM, Sunday 11 AM—6 PM
Westminster Mall, Westminster (2nd Level, near Penney’s Wing)
Info: www.nhosinfo.org/orchidshow

•

San Diego County Cymbidium Society Annual Auction*
Saturday, February 9, 2019; 11:00 AM Preview, 12:00 PM Auction begins
San Marcos Community Center, 3 Civic Center Dr., San Marcos
Info: 760-533-4975 (Ivan Allen)

•

Pacific Orchid Exposition*
February 22—24, 2019; Friday and Saturday 9 AM—6 PM, Sunday 10 AM—5 PM
County Fair Building “Hall of Flowers”, 9th and Lincoln, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco
Info: www.orchidsanfrancisco.org/orchid-events/pacific-orchid-expo-poe/

•

Santa Barbara International Orchid Show*
March 15—17, 2019; 9 AM—5 PM
Earl Warren Showgrounds, Santa Barbara
Info: www.sborchidshow.com

•

San Diego Counties Orchid Society Show and Sale*
March 22—24, 2019; Friday 3 PM—6PM; Saturday 9 AM—6 PM; Sunday 10 AM—4 PM
Scottish Rite Event Center, 1895 Camino del Rio South, San Diego
info: www.sdorchids.com/ot

•

Cool Growing Orchid Society Annual Auction* (That’s ours!!)
April 10, 2019; 6:30 PM Preview and registration, 7 PM auction begins
Garden Grove Masonic Lodge, 11270 Acacia Parkway, Garden Grove
Info: www.coolgrowingorchids.com

From Page 4
And here is one that is quite unusual, Microcoelia gilpinae. First, it is leafless, photosynthesizing with its green roots. Second,
unlike most of the Madagascan Angraecoids, it is colorful. Flowers are 4-5 mm
(less than 1/4 inch). I have had it for a full
year, so it has weathered cold, heat, and
perioids of low humidity. It gets daily watering, I try to give as much moisture as I can.
I grow in in the shadiest, most moist area
that I have, but it tolerates the limitations
of our climate.
Roberta Fox, Editor

Microcoelia gilpinae
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.
Please support them with your business. When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of
our society. They need to know that our Society supports them.
Andy's Orchids
Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips
760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com
www.andysorchids.com

Cal Orchid
Contact: James & Lauris Rose
805-967-1312
www.calorchid.com

Casa de las Orquideas
Contact: Nancy Batchman
858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com
www.orquideas.com

Diamond Orchids
Contact: Peter Lin
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com
www.diamondorchids.com

Ecuagenera Orchids from Ecuador
Contact: info@ecuagenera.com
www.ecuagenera.com

Fascination of Orchids Inc.
Contact: Theodore Johnson
(714) 979-5887

Gold Country Orchids
Contact: Alan Koch
916-645-8600, questions@goldcountryorchids.com
http://www.goldcountryorchids.com/

Orchid Design
Contact: Angelic Nguyen
408-947-0486, angelic@orchidesign.com
www.orchidesign.com

Ruben Colmenares
562-519-2433
Rco90808@gmail.com

Sorella Orchids
Contact: Nenita Sorella
360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com
www.sborchid.com

Sunset Valley Orchids
Contact: Fred Clarke
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com

TropicalExotique
Contact: Manote Quah
tropicalexotique@icloud.com

