www.coolgrowingorchids.com

Dedicated to Growing Orchids Outdoors
Meets 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7 PM
Garden Grove Masonic Lodge
11270 Acacia Parkway, Garden Grove, CA 92840
2017-2018 Officers
President
Tony Glinskas
Vice President
Theo Johnson
Society Secretary
Roberta Fox
Membership Secretary
Barbara Livingston
Treasurer
Kayoko Nebrig
Directors
Richard Hess
Robin Lane
Dana Seelig
Director Ex-Officio
Norm Nakanishi
——Newsletter
Roberta Fox
roberta@orchidcentral.net
(714)435-8015
Newsletter deadline is the
25th of the month prior to
the month of issue.

Volume 5, Number 8
August 2018

August 8, 2018

Orchids Alfresco: Best Orchids to Grow Outdoors
Peter T. Lin
Peter Lin will be presenting his talk on: Orchids Alfresco!
Best Orchids to Grow Outdoors. This fast paced PowerPoint presentation will show you some of the best orchid
species and hybrids to grow outdoors in Southern California. Peter will also discuss some of the challenges to
growing outside and some great tips to overcome them.
Peter started growing orchids over 30 years ago, but then
stopped due to school and starting a career. It wasn't
until about 10 years ago that the orchid "bug" came back
and he is now heavily involved once again. He is an accredited judge
with the American Orchid
Society and a hybridizer of mini-catts. He enjoys meeting
with other orchid enthusiasts, and can often be found at
various orchid shows and societies around the country. He
also has hundreds of photos of his orchids that he maintains on Flickr. You can view them by typing this address
into the internet: http://www.flickr.com/photos/minicatt/
collections/
Due to limited growing space, Peter likes to specialize in
miniature orchids, both species and hybrids, and has received numerous AOS awards. His other interests in orchids
include Dendrobiums, Angraecoids, and Neofinetias. He
maintains a collection of a thousand or more orchids at his
home in Southern California in 3 small greenhouses, as well
as in the house under fluorescent lights.
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Virtual Show-and-Tell
We all know that there are orchids that perversely bloom the week after a meeting, or finish just before
a meeting. Some of the also seem to know when we are having a special event (and the barbecue was
VERY special). Our President, Tony, was very frustrated that his big, beautiful Oncidium-tribe intergeneric burst into fantastic bloom just in time to be “all dressed up with no place to go”. So your editor decided that this lovely orchid needed to be seen, and here it is. The tag just says “Intergeneric” - it looks like
it is predominantly Oncidium, probably with some Odontoglossum, maybe a bit of Miltonia too.

President’s Message
Hope that the desert-like temps have not done too
much harm to your plants. I have had to do some
extra watering and I am sure that most of you have
also done so to help keep our plants happy. I don’t
remember having so much heat for so long. Hope
that this will not be the new ‘norm’ for us.
Wasn’t that a super BBQ that we had last month? I
really enjoyed it and hope that you did also. Thanks
so much to everybody who helped and brought so
many wonderful food delights. We also must extend a very special thanks to Henrietta for inviting
all of us to her beautiful garden and to Robin for
the organization and set up. And we cannot forget
our Chief Chef Theo who roasted those burgers and
sausages to perfection. Thanks also to Roberta for
driving down to San Diego County and picking up
those wonderful orchids from Andy’s. Thanks also
to the Fascination of Orchids Committee for their
generous donation to pay for all of those plants that
were given away at the raffle.

Our next Board Meeting will be held right before our regular August Meeting. Reminding all that we still need a
couple more Directors. As I have asked for several
months, we are in need of additional Directors to assist
for the coming Year. It only requires attendance at about
five Board Meetings a year, most of which are held just
prior to our regular meeting. In addition, pizza will be
served to those attending. Come help and participate to
make our Club better. The Fascination of Orchids Show is
next month. This is the big benefactor for this Club and
we need your support and help in order to keep it great.
Our August Meeting will feature one of our favorite speakers, Peter Lin of Diamond Orchids. He is always a pleasure to hear as he shares some of his fantastic orchid
growing techniques…
Happy Growing,

Tony Glinskas, President
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In Memoriam
A few of you who have been with this group for a
long time will recall Mary Ellen Gerberick, who
passed away July 23. If you wish to send a note to
her family, please contact Gen Gunderson for the
address and details.

Editor’s Notes
It’s HOT. Some of the orchids are actually enjoying it,
since it also humid. I’m trying to keep the higher elevation plants, like the Pleurothalilds, a little cooler with
misting in the middle of the day. They still seem to dry
very fast, but so far are doing OK. Shade helps—the air
temperature is not really that much higher than what
they would experience in nature, but if they get hit by
direct sun, leaf temperatures can rise rapidly and
scorch or even toast. If you see a “hot spot” it helps if
you can just toss some shade cloth on top of the plants
even if you don’t have a way to quickly put it on a support. Water early in the morning, or in the evening, or
both to keep plants hydrated.
Over the years, there seemed to be “conventional wisdom” that there was not a lot in bloom in the summer.
Maybe it originated in the Cymbidium world… it’s true

that there aren’t a lot of Cymbidiums in bloom in the
summer, but there are LOTS of other orchids that are
center stage now (in spite of the heat), and we have orchid-acquiring opportunities all summer. The trick to always having something in bloom is to shop at shows all
year and buy plants in bloom—they’ll bloom again around
the same time next year. Santa Barbara was great
(though the traffic coming home was beastly), in August
there’s the NHOS summer sale at Westminster Mall, and
at the end of September is our own Fascination of Orchids. And several more opportunities in between.
The most enjoyable part of writing this column is sharing
with you some of the orchids that grow outdoors at my
house. Last month I showed you some Sobralia hybrids.
Now blooming is the species Sobralia sanderae. This
one is my favorite Sobralia, I think. It is so beautiful, I
wonder why anybody bothers to make hybrids… unlike
the hybrids both the pink and yellow are clear. (Cross a
yellow with a pink and you get white or only pale colors).
It is compact (only about 2 ft. tall) and very floriferous.
Individual flowers don’t last long, but they keep blooming
successively, for six to 8 weeks. It grows under the same
conditions as the others.
In most cases, Laelia anceps are maturing growths and
just starting to show developing spikes. But here is one,
Laelia anceps var. sanderiana (with a lavender patch on
the lip). It is certainly confused but I’ll take it… just a harbinger of things to come.
Lycastes like to grow shady and damp. I have actually
had better success with some of the species than the
showier hybrids. This one, Lycaste tricolor, has turned
out to be a reliable one. I grow it in a basket, with sphagnum and it has
grown well. I
was a puzzled
by the term
“tricolor” when
it first
bloomed, since
the petals were
green and the
petals and lip
definitely pink.
This year, I can
see three colors since all of
the colors are
much lighter
Laelia anceps var. sanderiana

Sobralia sanderae

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4

Editor’s Notes, from Page 3
(probably due to the heat) This time, the lip and petals are mostly white with a a blush of pink. (Photo is
from last year, stronger colors but I only see two colors)

more closely. But the award registration was as C. loddigesii. By any name, it is lovely.
Cattleya loddigesii
‘Blue Sky’

Lycaste tricolor

Oncidium hastilabium bloomed for the first time for
me (I got it in 2010… orchids teach patience). It was
well worth the wait. It may not make it to the meeting… the spike is about 4 ft. tall. It has been opening
VERY slowly, nearly a month and still a few buds to
go.

One more… Maxillaria marginata is related to Max. picta,
and grows under the same conditions, bright shade and a
bit damp. The deep maroon makings against the cream
background are very dramatic. For me, the various species in this group do better in shallow pots (I like bulb
pans) with small bark than they do in baskets.

Oncidium
hastilabium

Maxillaria marginata

Switching to Cattleyas, Cattleya loddigesii ‘Blue Sky’ AM/
AOS is a lovely coerulea form of this easy-to-grow species.
. It may actually be Cattleya harrisoniana… the two species are very close, often confused (and subject to debate), and the bloom season matches C. harrisoniana

Roberta Fox, Editor
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link
•

Orchids in the Park: San Diego County Orchid Society Show and Sale*
July 28-29, 2018: Saturday, Show Noon—6 PM, sales 10 AM—6 PM; Sunday, 10 AM—4 PM
Balboa Park’s Casa del Prado, Room 101 (Near Natural History Museum), San Diego
Info: www.sdorchids.com

•

NHOS Summer Orchid and Exotic Plant Festival*
August 17-19, 2018; Friday and Saturday 10 AM—9 PM, Sunday 11 AM—6 PM
Westminster Mall
Info: www.nhosinfo.org

•

South Bay Orchid Society Show and Sale*
September 15-16, 2018; Sales Sat. 9 AM—5 PM, Sun. 9 AM—4 PM, Show Sat. 11 AM—5 PM, Sun 9 AM—4 PM
South Coast Botanic Garden, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd., Palos Verdes
Info: www.southbayorchidsocierty.com

•

Fascination of Orchids International Show and Sale*
September 29-30, 2018; 10 AM—5 PM
South Coast Plaza Village, 1621 W. Sunflower, Santa Ana (across from South Coast Plaza)
Info: www.ocorchidshow.com

•

Andy’s Orchids Fall Open House
October 5-7, 2018; 10 AM—4 PM
734 Ocean View Ave., Encinitas
Info: www.andysorchids.com

•

Huntington Orchid Show and Sale*
October 19-21, 2018; 10 AM—5 PM
The Huntington Library, Art Galleries and Botanical Gardens, San Marino (Brody Botanical Center)
Info: www.huntington.org/orchidshow

•

Orchids in the Park: San Diego County Orchid Society Show and Sale*
October 27-28, 2018: Saturday, Show Noon—6 PM, sales 10 AM—6
PM; Sunday, 10 AM—4 PM
Balboa Park’s Casa del Prado, Room 101 (Near Natural History Museum), San Diego
Info: www.sdorchids.com

•

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Fall Open House
November 3-4, 2018; Saturday 8 AM—5 PM, Sunday 9 AM—4 PM
1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara
Info: www.sborchid.com

•

Cal Orchid Fall Open House
November 3-4, 2018
1251 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara
Info: www.calorchid.com

Page 6
These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.
Please support them with your business. When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of
our society. They need to know that our Society supports them.
Andy's Orchids
Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips
760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com
www.andysorchids.com

Cal Orchid
Contact: James & Lauris Rose
805-967-1312
www.calorchid.com

Casa de las Orquideas
Contact: Nancy Batchman
858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com
www.orquideas.com

Diamond Orchids
Contact: Peter Lin
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com
www.diamondorchids.com

Ecuagenera Orchids from Ecuador
Contact: info@ecuagenera.com
www.ecuagenera.com

Fascination of Orchids Inc.
Contact: Theodore Johnson
(714) 979-5887

Gold Country Orchids
Contact: Alan Koch
916-645-8600, questions@goldcountryorchids.com
http://www.goldcountryorchids.com/

Orchid Design
Contact: Angelic Nguyen
408-947-0486, angelic@orchidesign.com
www.orchidesign.com

Ruben Colmenares
562-519-2433
Rco90808@gmail.com

Sorella Orchids
Contact: Nenita Sorella
360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com
www.sborchid.com

Sunset Valley Orchids
Contact: Fred Clarke
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com

TropicalExotique
Contact: Manote Quah
tropicalexotique@icloud.com

