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Paphiopedilum Culture 
Brandon Tam 

Brandon Tam is passionate about his career as the Orchid Collection Specialist at The 

Huntington Library, Art Collections, and Botanical Gardens in San Marino, California. 

Brandon’s grandmother first introduced him to orchids when he was seven by giving him 

a white cymbidium. He volunteered at the Huntington during high school, and when he 

graduated at age 16, Dr. James Folsom, Director of the Botanical Gardens, offered Bran-

don a full-time position as the Orchid Collection Specialist. Brandon has managed the 

collection for the past eight years.  While working with Dr. Folsom to reinvigorate the 

Huntington’s orchid collection, Brandon attended California State University Polytechnic, 

Pomona, and earned his Bachelor of Science in Plant Science degree in 2015. 

Brandon now oversees one of the largest orchid collections in the United States, which 

has grown from 2000 to over 10,000 plants in the past eight years. The Huntington’s 

orchid collection is housed in over 26,000 square feet of growing area, which includes 

the Rose Hills Foundation Conservatory and three collection greenhouses, dedicated 

specifically for tropical plants.   He also oversees the Huntington’s 50 Amorphophallus 

titanums (better known 

as the “Corpse flow-

er”), and has success-

fully bloomed one in 

2014. 

Brandon is also in 

charge of the annual 

Huntington Internation-

al Orchid Show, which 

he inaugurated in 
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President’s Message 

The warm weather has arrived and the watering 

and feeding of our plants will have to be increased 

in order to get those beautiful blooms in our homes 

and gardens and on our Show and Tell Table. 

Last month was our Annual Orchid Auction.  A big 

thanks to all who made it a success.  It takes a lot 

of effort to run such a smooth operation. We greatly 

appreciated: all of the plant donations, the distribu-

tion of flyers, getting the ‘word’ out and the pickup 

of plants.  Extra special thanks go to Theo did an 

outstanding job as our Auctioneer and Robin and 

Henrietta, who came extra early to set up the room 

and provide refreshments.  We also owe a big 

thanks to Roberta for handling the computer trans-

actions so that Kayoko could get all of the money 

collections and to Barbara for signing in all of the 

bidders.  We also owe a special thanks to the 4H 

Society for their assistance in getting the right 

plants to the right bidder. And last and certainly not 

the least, thanks to all the bidders who really made 

it a success.   

This Month, Brandon Tam will be our Speaker.  

Brandon is an orchid specialist at the Huntington 

Library Botanical Gardens in San Marino, where he 

oversees one of the largest orchid collections in the 

United States.  Our Plant Table will include Plants 

from the Huntington. 

I will not be able to make the May Meeting.  Theo 

and Roberta will be presiding and hopefully will 

take some notes during the talk by Brandon, for I am sure 

that it will be interesting. 

Happy Growing, 

Tony Glinskas, President 

Auction 2018! 

2015, and was in charge of hosting the annual meeting of the American Orchid Society at the Huntington in 2016. 

Under Brandon’s direction, The Huntington has won over 100 awards from the American Orchid Society within the 

last three years, which includes five First Class Certificates and three Certificates of Cultural Excellence. At the 

American Orchid Society Fall 2016 Members Meeting, The Huntington received The Merritt W. Huntington Award, 

which gives international recognition for the “Most Outstanding Orchid” in the year of 2015 for Paphiopedilum mi-

cranthum ‘Huntington’s Perfection’ FCC/AOS. In 2016, The Huntington received not just one, but two American 

Orchid Society Special Annual Awards! Lycaste consobrina ‘Huntington’s Finest’ AM-CCE/AOS received the Butter-

worth Award which goes to the grower of the plant exhibiting the finest orchid culture. It also received the Benja-

min C. Berliner award which is given to most outstanding example of the genus Lycaste or its closely allied genera. 

At the time of judging, it had a total of 287 flowers and 7 buds. 

In Brandon’s spare time, he loves to travel, and of course…EAT!  He recently joined Harold Koopowitz and others 

on a trek in Ecuador led by Pepe Portilla, where the group saw many wild orchids and focused on the study of 

Selenipedium aequinoctiale. Additionally, Brandon was elected as Trustee of the American Orchid Society, for a 

three-year term, which started March 2018. At age 25, he currently serves as the youngest Trustee in AOS history. 

Brandon Tam, from Page 1 
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Editor’s Notes 

First, thank you to both to those who worked last 

month’s auction, and also to those who bought some 

of those outstanding plants. Everyone who was there 

helped to make it a very successful evening.  For 

those who missed it, you won’t want to make that 

mistake next year… second Wednesday in April, 

2019. 

I hope that you made it to the Spring Garden Show at 

South Coast Plaza Crate & Barrel Wing.  There were 

quite a few orchid vendors, and also some other real-

ly neat plants for the rest of the garden. Looking for-

ward, check out the Calendar of Events.  Especially 

note the Super Seedling Sale at Casa de las Orquide-

as on May 19.  There will be some major bargains on 

wonderful plants. Orchid Digest Speakers Day is also 

coming up soon, and it is always a terrific day to just 

“wallow in orchids”.  

I’m really hoping that the hot days we had in April 

don’t repeat for awhile.  I, and the orchids, do appre-

ciate “May gray” and “June gloom”. The days are 

warm and bright enough to encourage blooming and 

growth, but the nights are not so cold any more.  It is, 

I think, safe to place outdoors some of those more 

fragile plants that were in for the winter.  They will 

benefit from the light and fresh air. I am starting to 

see signs of awakening on some Dendrobiums that 

have been quite dormant all winter.  It’s time to start 

watering them.  Dendrobium nobile started blooming 

almost a month ago and is well on its way. My most 

vigorous, and reliable, Den. nobile hybrid, Den. For-

tune, has just opened. These got reduced water dur-

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

ing the winter, but did get some—we had some very hot, 

dry days. I have learned the hard way that one must not 

take the “dry winter” advice too literally.  

Ansellia africana plants  seem to have varied bloom pe-

riods.  My “typical” ones are pretty much done (though 

they will bloom again later in the year) but the alba (or 

aurea) form is blooming profusely.  The flowers are 

smaller than the typical ones, only about 1 1/2 inches, 

but there are lots of them. The term “alba” doesn’t 

mean “white”, but rather, lacking in red pigment. The 

term “aurea” means “yellow” so that fits as well. Ansel-

lia africana is in the Cymbidium tribe… doesn’t look like 

it, but it is.  

Some outdoor-growing Cattleyas are blooming now.  

Laeliocattleya Ken Battle is cheerful, and prolific.  It de-

rives the brilliant yellow, as well as a reddish cast to the 

 

Dendrobium nobile 

Dendrobium Fortune 

Ansellia africana var. alba 
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pseudobulbs, from its Laelia flava parent (another 

Latin word for “yellow”) .  

Cattleya mossiae benefits from a little overhead 

protection, but does tolerate cool winter nights.  

This is the semi-alba form.  The typical form is 

pink/lavender. 

The charming miniature genus Leptotes is re-

lated to those big Cattleyas, but with very dif-

ferent form and habit.  These really hate to 

have their roots confined.  I have found that 

they grow best mounted, with no moss (so that 

they dry out within an hour or two of watering, 

and in fairly bright sun. The most common one 

is Leptotes bicolor. This can spread out into a 

rather spectacular mat, or in a dense bunch.  

Another one that blooms about this  time is 

Leptotes pohlitinacoi. The name is pohli-tinaco-

i, named for two people who described the 

species.  
Roberta Fox, Editor 

Laeliocattleya Ken Battle 

Cattleya mossiae 

 

Leptotes bicolor 

Leptotes pohlitinacoi 
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link 

• Palomar Orchid Society Orchid Sale and Auction* 

May 12, 2018; 9 AM preview, 10 AM—2:30 PM auction 

Shadowridge Golf Club, 1980 Gateway Dr., Vista (new location) 

Info: www.palomarorchid.org 

• Casa de las Orquideas Super Seedling Sale* 

May 19, 2018; 9 AM—4 PM 

170 S, Nardo, Solana Beach 

Info: www.orquideas.com 

• Orchid Digest Speakers Day “Orchids in the Wild” 

June 9, 2018; 12 PM—8 PM 

The Huntington Library, Art Collections, and Botanical Gardens, San Marino 

Info: www.orchiddigest.org 

• San Gabriel Valley Orchid Hobbyists Annual Auction* 

June 21, 2018; 6 PM Preview, 7 PM Auction 

L. A. County Arboretum and Botanic Garden, 301 N. Baldwin Ave., Arcadia 

Info: www.sgvoh.org 

• Andy’s Orchids Summer Open House 

June 22-24, 2018; 10 AM—4 PM 

734 Ocean View Ave., Encinitas 

• Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Summer Open House 

July 13-15, 2018 

1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara 

Info:  www.sborchid.com 

• Cal Orchid’s Summer Hummer 

July 13-15, 2018; 9 AM—5 PM 

1251 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.calorchid.com 

• International Phalaenopsis Alliance Summer Symposium* 

July 21-22, 2018 

The Huntington Library, Art Collections, and Botanical Gardens, San Marino 

Info:  www.phal.org 

• NHOS Summer Orchid and Exotic Plant Festival 

August 17-19, 2018; Friday and Saturday 10 AM—9 PM, Sunday 11 AM—6 PM 

Westminster Mall 

Info: www.nhosinfo.org 

• Fascination of Orchids International Show and Sale 

September 29-30, 2018; 10 AM—5 PM 

South Coast Plaza Village, 1621 W. Sunflower, Santa Ana (across from South Coast Plaza) 

Info: www.ocorchidshow.com 
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

 

Andy's Orchids 

Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips 

760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com 

www.andysorchids.com 

Cal Orchid 

Contact: James & Lauris Rose 

805-967-1312  

www.calorchid.com 

Casa de las Orquideas 

Contact: Nancy Batchman 

858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com 

www.orquideas.com 

Diamond Orchids 

Contact: Peter Lin 

909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 

www.diamondorchids.com 

Ecuagenera Orchids from Ecuador 

Contact: info@ecuagenera.com 

www.ecuagenera.com 

Fascination of Orchids Inc. 

Contact: Theodore Johnson 

(714) 979-5887 

Gold Country Orchids 

Contact: Alan Koch 

916-645-8600, questions@goldcountryorchids.com 

http://www.goldcountryorchids.com/ 

Orchid Design 

Contact: Angelic Nguyen 

408-947-0486, angelic@orchidesign.com 

www.orchidesign.com 

Ruben Colmenares 

562-519-2433 

RubenColmenares@ocfa.org 

Sorella Orchids 

Contact: Nenita Sorella 

360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 

Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 

800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 

www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 

Contact: Fred Clarke 

760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 

www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

TropicalExotique 

Contact: Manote Quah 

tropicalexotique@icloud.com 

 

 

 


