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Auction Begins

6:30 PM

7 PM

The auction will be held at our regular meeting
place:
Garden Grove Masonic Lodge
11270 Acacia Parkway, Garden Grove

Bidding makes people hungry, so it would be great
if you could bring some snacks to share. The Society
will provide the beverages.
Most importantly, bring friends and neighbors and
BID, BID, BID!!
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Speaker’s Choice
March speaker Peter Lin selected Rhyncholaelia glauca, grown by Gen Gunderson, as his
Speaker’s Choice. This lovely plant, with six
open flowers, is delightfully fragrant, especially at night. It fit right in with Peter’s topic of
Fragrant Orchids. Gen grows this plant outdoors, and it clearly likes that.
Rhyncholaelia glauca is native to southern
Mexico, into Central America. It typically
grows at elevations from 3950—4920 ft.
(1200-1500 meters), though it can also grow
at lower elevations. The flowers are mostly
creamy white, often with a tiny patch of red in
the throat, but also have varying amounts of
pink blushing on the segments, and backs of
petals and sepals. Because they typically put
out both new growth and flowers in late winter, one does have to be a little protective if it
gets very cold and wet when they are in this
vulnerable state. But our winters have been
quite mild lately, and when it rains the temperatures tend to be a little warmer due to
the cloud cover. A dry orchid can tolerate
much more cold than a wet one.

Rhyncholaelia glauca

President’s Message
Spring has sprung and the Cymbidiums are
blooming along with their brother and sister
plants. The days have warmed up and nights
are not as cold. The rainy season is probably
over and the sprinklers are back in full force.
Hopefully, it will be a bumper year for many Orchids.
We enjoyed hearing last month about so many
Fragrant Orchids from Peter Lin as Theo continues to bring us top speakers for our enjoyment
and education. Thanks to both Peter and Theo
for an enjoyable evening
This month is our Annual Orchid Auction. No
Speaker, no Plant Raffle, no Show and Tell, but
plenty of great plants to bid on. You just know

that you need some more new plants. Make room
for the new plants by donating some of your current
extra plants to our Auction. We are also still looking
for some very good quality extra plants . Please
bring them to the Auction. If you can, please send
Roberta an email with the names of the plants so
that we will have labels ready on Auction night..
Thanks
Happy growing and make sure that you attend our
Auction and please tell your friends about it
Best regards,
Tony Glinskas, President
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Editor’s Notes
The big news of the month is our upcoming auction.
This is our primary fundraiser, so that when you bid
on the orchids, you are supporting the speaker program, the venue, and all of the other benefits of
CGOS. You are, in effect, paying yourself! Please do
invite anybody that you know, that loves orchids. We
deeply appreciate guests, and hope that along with
buying plants at the auction, they will decide to become members.
Show season is winding down, but there are plenty of
other orchid events on the calendar. Especially note
the Open Houses. The end date for Norman’s Orchids open house is the weekend when you will receive this newsletter, but Norman assures me that
that everything will be available for several more
weeks. Andy’s Open House is always a treat—seeing
where things grow in the nursery is extremely valuable in determining what can grow outside (which is a
lot!)
Since we won’t have Show-and-Tell this month due
the auction, I will use my editor’s prerogative, and
show some of what I would have brought if this were
a normal meeting month.

Sophronitis coccinea

cidedly weird. They remind me of seahorses. What do
they look like to you?

I obtained a bare-root Sophronitis coccinea at Santa
Barbara last summer. In the past, I have not been
able to keep them alive for more that a couple of
years, and I strongly suspect that water quality was
the reason because the climate should have been
OK for them. They do have a reputation for being
picky about their water. Since I put in a reverse osmosis system, I have been trying again with various
orchids that had died in my possession. While these
tend to do quite well mounted, the plant was not
showing new roots when I got it, so I put it in a clay
pot with small bark. My hope was that the clay would
help to keep the roots cool through evaporation. We
had a hot summer and fall, and that seems to have
worked, since another thing that this species doesn’t
like is heat. It put out three new growths that
bloomed, so it seems to be getting nicely established. At least, I have high hopes.
In the terrestrial department, Sarcoglottis sceptrodes
blooms reliably year after year. Once it has bloomed,
the leaves die back, but new rosettes start growing
almost immediately. This one I grow in the greenhouse, but it could be easily grown as a house plant.
The leaves are very attractive when it isn’t in bloom,
and it doesn’t need a lot of light. The flowers are de-

Sarcoglottis sceptrodes

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4

Editor’s Notes, from Page 3
One of my favorite pendulous Cymbidiums is Cym. Ten
Pin (Cym. Ruby Eyes ‘Red Baron’ x Tethys ‘Black
Magic’) Along with its intense color, I think I particularly love this one because I have had it almost since I
started growing orchids. It is a survivor. A few of you
may have pieces of this once, since I have donated
divisions to several auctions over the years.

greenhouse. A block wall, if you have it, will also provide warmth for orchids that would really like to be
warmer than our winter nights but don’t have the option of a greenhouse.
Laelia (Cattleya) jongheana grows outside very nicely.
I’m not sure why it isn’t grown by more people. It is
quite compact, with large flowers. What’s not to love
when the flowers are as big as the plant? I originally
mounted this plant. It grew toward the mount for a
year or so (so I know that I positioned it correctly at
the time) but then turned around and started to grow
away from the mount. I put it into a wood basket,
mount and all, and added some large bark, so that
no roots were damaged. It is now growing into the
bark and once it stops blooming I can remove the
mount because the part that was attached to it is no
longer alive. Sometimes one can anticipate what a
plant is going to do, but if it tells you something different as it grows, you just have to go with the flow.
See you at the auction!
Roberta Fox, Editor

Cymbidium
Ten Pin

Aerangis Elro is delightfully fragrant at night. It
does grow outside though I try to give it a little
protection by growing it next to the house or
Aerangis
Elro

Laelia (Cattleya) jongheana

Page 5

Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link
•

Norman’s Orchids Spring Open House*
March 23-April 1, 2018
11039 Monte Vista Ave, Montclair
Info: www.orchids.com or 909-627-9515

•

Cool Growing Orchid Society Annual Auction* (That’s us!!)
April 11, 2018; 6:30 PM registration and preview, 7 PM Auction
Garden Grove Masonic Lodge, 11270 Acacia Pkwy., Garden Grove
Info: www.coolorchids.org

•

Andy’s Orchids Spring Open House*
April 13—15, 2018; 10 AM—4 PM
734 Ocean View Ave., Encinitas
Info: www.andysorchids.com

•

Central Coast Orchid Show and Sale*
April 14—15, 2018; Saturday 9 AM—5 PM, Sunday 10 AM—5 PM
South County Regional Center, 800 W. Branch St., Arroyo Grande
Info: www.fcos.org

•

South Bay Orchid Society Annual Auction*
April 20, 2018; 6:30 PM Preview, 7 PM Auction
South Coast Botanic Garden, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd, Palos Verdes Peninsula
Info: www.southbayorchidsociety.com

•

Riverside-San Bernardino Counties Annual Auction*
April 21, 2018; 11 AM Preview, 11:30 AM auction begins
L.F. Hutton Community Center, 660 Colton Ave., Colton
Info: www.rsbcos.org

•

Palomar Orchid Society Orchid Sale and Auction*
May 12, 2018; 9 AM preview, 10 AM—2:30 PM auction
Shadowridge Golf Club, 1980 Gateway Dr., Vista (new location)
Info: www.palomarorchid.org

•

Orchid Digest Speakers Day “Orchids in the Wild”
June 9; 12 PM—8 PM
The Huntington Library, Art Collections, and Botanical Gardens, San Marino
Info: www.orchiddigest.org

•

San Gabriel Valley Orchid Hobbyists Annual Auction*
June 21, 2018; 6 PM Preview, 7 PM Auction
L. A. County Arboretum and Botanic Garden, 301 N. Baldwin Ave., Arcadia
Info: www.sgvoh.org
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.
Please support them with your business. When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of
our society. They need to know that our Society supports them.
Andy's Orchids
Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips
760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com
www.andysorchids.com

Cal Orchid
Contact: James & Lauris Rose
805-967-1312
www.calorchid.com

Casa de las Orquideas
Contact: Nancy Batchman
858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com
www.orquideas.com

Diamond Orchids
Contact: Peter Lin
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com
www.diamondorchids.com

Ecuagenera Orchids from Ecuador
Contact: info@ecuagenera.com
www.ecuagenera.com

Flori-Culture (Calwest Tropical Supplies)
Contact: jon@calwesttropical.com
800-301-9009
www.calwesttropical.com

Fascination of Orchids Inc.
Contact: Theodore Johnson
(714) 979-5887

Gold Country Orchids
Contact: Alan Koch
916-645-8600, questions@goldcountryorchids.com
http://www.goldcountryorchids.com/

Hatfield Orchids
Contact: George Hatfield
805-901-0340
www.facebook.com/Hatfield-Orchids

rePotme.com
302—855-5859
www.repotme.com

Ruben Colmenares
562-519-2433
RubenColmenares@ocfa.org

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com
www.sborchid.com

Sunset Valley Orchids
Contact: Fred Clarke
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com

