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Favorite Fragrant Orchids
Peter T. Lin
Peter Lin will be presenting his newest
talk: Favorite Fragrant Orchids. Learn
about the many fragrant species and hybrids of orchids, and how to grow them.
Peter started growing orchids over 30
years ago, but then stopped due to school
and starting a career. It wasn't until about
13 years ago that the orchid "bug" came
back and he is now heavily involved once
again. He is an accredited judge with the
American Orchid Society and a hybridizer Maxillaria tenuifolia…
of mini-catts. He enjoys meeting with oth- Coconut Crème Pie! Yum!
er orchid enthusiasts, and can often be
found at various orchid shows and societies around the country. He also has
thousands of photos of his orchids that he maintains on Flickr. You can view
them by typing this address into the internet: http://www.flickr.com/photos/
minicatt/collections/

Due to limited growing space, Peter likes to specialize in miniature orchids, both
species and hybrids, and has received numerous AOS awards. His other interests in orchids include Dendrobiums, Angraecoids, and Neofinetias. He maintains a collection of a thousand or more orchids at his home in Southern California in 3 small greenhouses, as well as in the house under fluorescent lights.

Page 2

Speaker’s Choice
President Tony Glinskas, with input from Robin Lane and Henrietta
Rubino, selected Angraecum Crestwood, grown by Espie Quinn, as
the favorite for February. This beautifully-grown plant is a hybrid of
Angraecum sesquipedale with Angraecum Veitchii, which in turn is
Angraecum sesquipedale crossed with Angraecum eburneum. So
this hybrid is 3/4 Angcm. sesquipedale, the “Comet Orchid” cited in
the video as the inspiration for Charles Darwin to predict the pollinating moth. The species Angcm. sesquipedale has an even longer nectary, but typically has only a few flowers. Angcm. eburneum has
smaller flowers, but lots of
them. So this combination has
flowers nearly as spectacular
as Angcm. sesquipedale, but
lots more of them.
Espie grows this, and all of her
orchids, outdoors. Angcm. sesquipedale will grow outdoors
near the coast, but would prefer to be a bit warmer. Angcm.
eburneum is very cold-tolerant.
Clearly, this hybrid is also very
hardy.

President’s Message
The days are now much longer with the advent of
Spring and Daylight Savings Time. We have had
some cool days and cold nights and lack of rain to
contend with during February. Hopefully, March will
be kinder. Cymbidiums seem to have ignored the
weather and as long as the sprinklers are still working, they are presenting us with some great blooms
What a super presentation we had last month with
SIR David Attenborough narrating a wonderful
presentation on Orchids. SIR David is a very long
time BBC reporter and naturalist. He will be 92 in
May and has been signed up to do a five-part BBC
nature series this year. Do check with YouTube to
watch some of his presentations. I especially like
the ones on Orchids and the Birds of Paradise. Do
tell us if you would like more presentations like we
had last month.
This month we will enjoy hearing about Fragrant
Orchids from Peter Lin as we continue in our efforts
to bring top quality presentations to the members
of our Club. Peter will be providing our Plant Table

Angraecum Crestwood

Next month will be our Annual Orchid Auction. Do check if
you have some very good quality duplicates that you
would like to donate. Also, please pick up some more
Fliers to hand out to your friends and family. If you have
access to a Bulletin Board at a local store or public gathering place, please ask their management if you would be
able to post one of our fliers.
South Coast Plaza has given us the go ahead to have our
Fascination of Orchids Show at South Coast Plaza Village
on September 29 and 30. The Show and the Auction are
the reasons why our Club Dues are so low and that we
can afford quality speakers and outstanding Plant Tables.
However, we do need your help in making these events
successful. They do NOT just happen on their own, but
require a lot of work and if you want this Club to continue,
we NEED your help…
Happy growing and will see you at the March regular
Meeting.
Best Regards.

Tony Glinskas, President
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Editor’s Notes
March is the peak of spring show season, and we
have two that are within easy driving range. The Santa Barbara show, which is always a treat, will have
some additional vendors that we don’t see often,
who are attending because the AOS Trustees Meeting is occurring at the same time, and so there will
be even more “orchid people” there. The San Diego
show is a week later. This is a good time to add to
your collection! There are also several auctions on
the calendar over the next couple of months—
especially OURS on April 11. The auction makes it
possible for us to have excellent speakers and plant
tables, and your support is vital. If you think that you
might have some plants to contribute, please take a
sheet of labels at the March meeting, so that you can
get your plants logged in, and we can get them into
the Preliminary List auction catalog that will be available on line for wish-list building.

Cymbidium
Knute Kid

March can be a tricky month with regard to light. As
the sun moves higher in the sky, it may suddenly
clear trees or the house, leading to a blast of light
and heat on plants that have been in shade for several months. Orchids that want higher light, want it to
increase gradually. When it happens suddenly, you
may burn leaves. Have some shade cloth handy to
throw over affected plants if we suddenly get a
bright, hot day. (I speak from hard experience, having
toasted more leaves in March than at any other
time.)

My Cymbidiums are finally putting on a good show,
though there are some that are still very late. One of
my favorites I have had almost since the beginning of
my orchid-growing “career”. Cym. Knute Kid (Knute
Rockne x Cisco Kid) came from Jimi Fox (some of us
remember…)at, I think, the first Fascination of Orchids that I attended. The light-bronze petals look
like they have been gently brushed with red, and the
white picotee on the intense red lip adds to the drama. It is pendulous, and stays relatively small—all
wonderful characteristics. Also blooming prolifically
(8 pendulous spikes with small flowers) is Cym. PeeWee. I have divided it at least twice, with portions
going to auctions, so a few of you may also have it.
It’s Cym. pumilum x Cym. maddidum. Fortunately, it
takes after the pumilum parent, so that it grows
many pseudobulbs—and produces lots of flowers—on
a relatively small plant. It still is a wild one, so expect
another division or two at either the coming auction
or next year.

Cymbidium Pee-Wee

The Austrialian Dendrobiums are also starting to bloom
vigorously. Dendrobium speciosum var. speciosum
tends to stay low, and spread out. Mine pretty much
outgrew the pot so I dropped the whole thing into a 12
inch bulb pan with no medium, and the roots have continued to spread out. Now, there are significant “birds
nest” roots as well. Dendrobium speciosum var. grandiflorum grows more vertically. The mature canes are nearly 2 ft. long, so that vertical growth habit helps to keep
the footprint down to reasonable size. It is in a clay pot
but still top-heavy, so I have it tied to one of the shade
cloth supports. You’ll just have to enjoy them in the photos, though—they’re much too big to transport.

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4

Editor’s Notes, from Page 3

There are some nice outdoor-growing Catts in
bloom. Slc. Hazel Boyd is one from Frank Fordyce,
that comes in a variety of sunset shades from orange to red.

Den. speciosum
var. speciosum

Slc. Hazel
Boyd ‘Orinda’

Den speciosum
var. grandiflorum

Just for contrast, here is Dendrochilum parvulum. The
whole plant is about 3 inches tall, but there are lots of
flowers. This is one that points out that one must look
closely at even the littlest plants, or something very
nice might get missed. This little cutie grows outside,
in a damp, shady area.

Orchids teach patience. Paphiopedilum haynaldianum
does need a greenhouse. I got this plant from a plant
table in 2006. I don’t recall precisely, but it was either
a seedling or a one-fan division. It didn’t take up that
much space, so I basically ignored it. In 2015, it
bloomed for the first time, with one spike. Then it sat
there, putting out new growth, and has finally bloomed
again—three spikes, with multiple flowers. It was worth
the wait, I think. Multi-floral Paphs do grow slowly, and
it takes about three years for a new growth to mature
to the point of putting down roots—only then does it
think of blooming. Now, there are other new growths,
the plant is getting nice and big, and perhaps it will
Paphiopedilum
haynaldianum

Dendrochilum parvulum

Continued: Page 5
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link
•

Santa Barbara Orchid Show*
March 9-11, 2018; 9 AM—5 PM
Earl Warren Showgrounds, Santa Barbara
Info: https://sborchidshow.com/

•

Long Beach Amateurs Annual Auction*
March 12, 2018; 6 PM Preview, 6:30 PM Auction begins
St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church Hall, 6201 E. Willow St., Long Beach
Info: www.lbaos.com

•

San Diego Orchid Society Show and Sale*
March 23-25, 2018; Friday 3—7 PM, Saturday 9 AM—6 PM, Sunday 10 AM—4 PM
Scottish Rite Event Center, 1895 Camino Del Rio South, San Diego
Info: www.sdorchids.com

•

Cool Growing Orchid Society Annual Auction* (That’s OURS!!)
April 11, 2018; 6:30 PM registration and preview, 7 PM Auction
Garden Grove Masonic Lodge, 11270 Acacia Pkwy., Garden Grove
Info: www.coolorchids.org

•

Andy’s Orchids Spring Open House
April 13—15, 2018; 10 AM—4 PM
734 Ocean View Ave., Encinitas
Info: www.andysorchids.com

•

Central Coast Orchid Show and Sale*
April 14—15, 2018; Saturday 9 AM—5 PM, Sunday 10 AM—5 PM
South County Regional Center, 800 W. Branch St., Arroyo Grande
Info: www.fcos.org

•

South Bay Orchid Society Annual Auction*
April 20, 2018; 6:30 PM Preview, 7 PM Auction
South Coast Botanic Garden, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd, Palos Verdes Peninsula
Info: www.southbayorchidsociety.com

reach the point where it blooms more consistently. I
hope so, because it is a beauty.

Roberta Fox, Editor

Paph. haynaldianum the plant
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.
Please support them with your business. When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of
our society. They need to know that our Society supports them.
Andy's Orchids
Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips
760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com
www.andysorchids.com

Cal Orchid
Contact: James & Lauris Rose
805-967-1312
www.calorchid.com

Casa de las Orquideas
Contact: Nancy Batchman
858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com
www.orquideas.com

Diamond Orchids
Contact: Peter Lin
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com
www.diamondorchids.com

Ecuagenera Orchids from Ecuador
Contact: info@ecuagenera.com
www.ecuagenera.com

Flori-Culture (Calwest Tropical Supplies)
Contact: jon@calwesttropical.com
800-301-9009
www.calwesttropical.com

Fascination of Orchids Inc.
Contact: Theodore Johnson
(714) 979-5887

Gold Country Orchids
Contact: Alan Koch
916-645-8600, questions@goldcountryorchids.com
http://www.goldcountryorchids.com/

Hatfield Orchids
Contact: George Hatfield
805-901-0340
www.facebook.com/Hatfield-Orchids

rePotme.com
302—855-5859
www.repotme.com

Ruben Colmenares
562-519-2433
RubenColmenares@ocfa.org

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com
www.sborchid.com

Sunset Valley Orchids
Contact: Fred Clarke
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com

