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How to Become an 80% Grower 
Fred Clarke 

Learn about the fundamentals of 

growing orchids and explore some ad-

vanced techniques.  Orchid plant cul-

ture is explained and techniques on 

how to maximize growth and flowering 

are reviewed. Learn how to become 

an 80 percentile grower. This is a 

PowerPoint presentation.   

Fred Clarke has been growing orchids 

for 40 years and has been hybridizing 

for 35 of those years. With over 31 

years as a professional grower and 

manager in the horticultural industry, Fred applies these skills at his orchid 

nursery; Sunset Valley Orchids, located in San Diego, California.   

He is a passionate orchid grower whose curiosity in orchids is broad and varied. 

Although developing Cattleya hybrids has been his sustaining interest, he is also 

actively creating new Bulbophylum and Paphiopedilum hybrids.  

His pioneering work in Catasetum intergeneric hybrids led to the development of 

several notable hybrids, most recently the grex, Fredclarkeara After Dark, which 

produced “the blackest flower ever witnessed” and received over 90 awards 

worldwide.  

Fred is an Accredited Judge in the Pacific South Judging Region. His plants have 

received hundreds of quality awards from the American Orchid Society.  
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President’s Message 

Happy New Year 2018!  Somehow, another year is 

upon us and it is hard to believe that Y2K was so 

long ago.   Glad that the days are slowly starting to 

get longer and cymbidiums are spiking and some 

are blooming.  The days have been very nice, but 

the nights have been chilly and some cold sensitive 

plants need to be protected.  Now, where is the 

rain?  The Rainy Season is almost half over and the 

rain gauges are empty.  Let’s hope that we will see 

some soon.  The rains of last year were certainly 

welcome to us and the plants.   

Hope that you all enjoyed our Holiday Party.  I 

thought that it went very well, especially for those 

who received cash prizes for their “Show N Tell” 

participation.  The special raffle also went very well 

with a terrific plant table supplied by Sunset Valley 

Orchids and paid for by the Fascination of Orchids. 

Speaking of Sunset Valley, Fred Clark will be our featured 

speaker for January.  He always presents us with some 

very interesting talks that give us information that we can 

use in our growing quest.  I will not be able to make the 

Meeting this month, so I hope that someone will take 

some notes for me. 

We will hold our next Board Meeting prior to our regular 

February meeting at the Masonic Hall.  As usual, we will 

provide some great pizza for your dining pleasure.  Come 

join us and help make our club a even better organiza-

tion.  We always welcome ideas and suggestions. 

Happy growing and will see you at the February Board and 

regular Meeting. 

Best Regards. 

Tony Glinskas, President 

HOLIDAY PARTY! 
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Editor’s Notes 

I hope that you enjoyed the holiday party as much as 

I did.  For those who missed it, resolve to do better 

next year!  And keep bringing those wonderful show-

and-tell plants, and remember to sign in. Your chanc-

es of winning the cash drawing improve with every 

month you participate. That look on Gen’s face says 

it all! 

Mother Nature seems to have finally taken pity on 

the orchids.  High temperatures are more seasonal, 

and humidity is up.  “Rain” still comes out of the end 

of a hose, however. Some orchids seem to be more 

confused than others.  Those that apparently use 

factors like day length to tell them when to bloom are 

on schedule. I suspect that Laelia anceps and its rel-

atives fall into that category.  This has been an excel-

lent season for them.  Most of the Cymbidiums, how-

ever, are running very late.  We really didn’t get 

nights consistently below 60 deg. F until well into 

December, and a lot of my Cymbidium spikes are 

only a few inches where usually I’m staking vigorous-

ly by the end of October. I think we’ll have a decent 

season, but delayed. On the other hand, I see a 

bunch of developing Dendrobium speciosum spikes 

a month or two earlier than usual.  They must have 

appreciated the heat. The mix of plants at the spring 

shows should be most interesting, not what we are 

used to seeing. 

Laelia anceps is, I think, just about the most robust 

orchid one can grow. It can take even more light than 

a Cymbidium, tolerates at least as much cold, and 

needs much less water. In fact, the best way to kill 

one is to love it to death with too much water.  Since 

mine hang over the Cyms and get watered at the 

same time, I grow all of them either mounted or in 

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

baskets with little or no media. That way, they dry out in 

just a couple of hours even if watered every day. The 

veitchiana variety (white or very pale coerulea, with co-

erulea lip) is in vigorous bloom now.  Another favorite of 

mine (just finishing) is the lineata variety (also known by 

the cultivar name‘Disciplinata’. It looks like the color 

was brushed on the petals a little too hard, stretching 

the edges… not “coloring within the lines”.  

A lot of the classic “floofy” Catts grow outside nicely. To 

determine how cold-tolerant they are, investigate the par-

entage.  If you learn about the species, you can under-

stand the requirements of the hybrids.  High on both 

“fragrance” and “floof” scales is Cattleya Horace 

‘Maxima’. It got an AM/AOS in 1966, so it has been 

around for awhile. It’s half C. trianae, which grows out-

side nicely, with a good dose of a couple of other cool-

tolerant species. 

Laelia anceps 

var. veitchiana 

Laelia anceps  

var. lineata 

Cattleya Horace 

‘Maxima’ 
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Another easy-growing genus in the Cattleya tribe is 

Leptotes. These are little, so there is always room 

for them. Leptotes bicolor, which blooms in the 

spring (April or May) is familiar to most of us.  For 

the late fall there is Leptotes pauloensis. (It was 

originally Leptotes harryphillipsii, but was deter-

mined to be the same as pauloensis… Sorry, Har-

ry…) 

For LOTS of flowers, it’s hard to compete with the genus 

Dendrochilum, and many of these grow very nicely out-

doors. At the moment, it’s Dendrochilum cobbi-

anum that is putting on the show.  This is one 

where the non-orchid person may say “THAT’S 

an orchid?” But when one looks at a close-up of 

the individual flowers, it’s  clear to see that they 

have every aspect of the classic orchid form. 

Not so obviously “orchid” is Mediocalcar deco-

ratum. One has to get really close to see the 

orchid form.  But it is…  This species tends to 

form mats.  I didn’t so much “pot” this as I just 

laid it on top of a basket with small bark for 

moisture, tapped it to get the bark around 

whatever roots were reaching downward, and 

hung it up.  I have had it about a year, and it 

has at least doubled in size. The flowers look a 

bit like candy corn. 

Roberta Fox, Editor 

Dendrochilum cobbianum 
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link 

• Orange County Orchid Society Annual Auction* 

January 17, 2018; 6:30 PM Preview, 7 PM Auction begins 

Yorba Linda Public Library Community Room (lower level), 18181 Imperial Hwy., Yorba Linda 

Info: www.ocos.net, (714) 446-9283 

• Newport Harbor Orchid Society Orchid Expo and Sale 

February 9—11, 2018; Friday 10 AM—9 PM, Saturday 10 AM—7 PM, Sunday 11 AM—6 PM 

Westminster Mall, Westminster (2nd level, near J.C. Penny) 

Info: www.nhosinfo.org/orchidshow 

• Pacific Orchid Exposition Show and Sale* 

February 23-25, 2018 

Hall of Flowers, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco 

Info: www.orchidsanfrancisco.org 

• Santa Barbara Orchid Show* 

March 9-11, 2018; 9 AM—5 PM 

Earl Warren Showgrounds, Santa Barbara 

Info: https://sborchidshow.com/ 

• Long Beach Amateurs Annual Auction* 

March 12, 2018; 6 PM Preview, 6:30 PM Auction begins 

St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church Hall, 6201 E. Willow St., Long Beach 

Info: www.lbaos.com 

• San Diego Orchid Society Show and Sale* 

March 23-25, 2018; Friday 3—7 PM, Saturday 9 AM—6 PM, Sunday 10 AM—4 PM 

Scottish Rite Event Center, 1895 Camino Del Rio South, San Diego 

Info: www.sdorchids.com 

• Cool Growing Orchid Society Annual Auction*  (THAT’S OURS!) 

April 11, 2018; 6:30 PM registration and preview, 7 PM Auction 

Garden Grove Masonic Lodge, 11270 Acacia Pkwy., Garden Grove 

Info: www.coolorchids.org 

• South Bay Orchid Society Annual Auction 

April 20, 2018; 6:30 PM Preview, 7 PM Auction 

South Coast Botanic Garden, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd, Palos Verdes Peninsula 

Info: www.southbayorchidsociety.com 
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

 

Andy's Orchids 
Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips 
760-436-4235, info@andysorchids.com 
www.andysorchids.com 

Cal Orchid 

Contact: James & Lauris Rose 

805-967-1312  

www.calorchid.com 

Casa de las Orquideas 
Contact: Nancy Batchman 
858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com 
www.orquideas.com 

Diamond Orchids 
Contact: Peter Lin 
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 
www.diamondorchids.com 

Ecuagenera Orchids from Ecuador 
Contact: info@ecuagenera.com 
www.ecuagenera.com 

Flori-Culture (Calwest Tropical Supplies) 

Contact: jon@calwesttropical.com 
800-301-9009 
www.calwesttropical.com 

Fascination of Orchids Inc. 
Contact: Theodore Johnson 
(714) 979-5887 

Gold Country Orchids 
Contact: Alan Koch 

916-645-8600, questions@goldcountryorchids.com 
http://www.goldcountryorchids.com/ 

Hatfield Orchids 
Contact: George Hatfield 
805-901-0340 
www.facebook.com/Hatfield-Orchids 

rePotme.com 
302—855-5859 

www.repotme.com 

Ruben Colmenares 

562-519-2433 

RubenColmenares@ocfa.org 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 
www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 
Contact: Fred Clarke 
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

 

 

 




