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Kay Klausing was born in Germany and didn’t start growing orchids until he was in college. 

The University of Konstanz where he got his Masters and PhD in Molecular Genetics had a 

lone Dendrobium kingianum specimen covering 2 huge baskets that had developed thou-

sands of keikis due to being kept too warm. The gardener gave him a few keikis, He got 

hooked on orchids and after a few years most of his friends  had D. kingianums  (and he 

still has a division of that plant). He moved to the US in 1990 to do his postdoctoral work 

at UCSD and gave his collection to his dad who also got infected with the dreaded orchid 

virus (to his mom’s dismay). One of the first things he bought in the US (before he even 

owned car) was an orchid at an orchid show by the Palomar Orchid Society. Since then his 

orchid collection has swelled to about 800 plants with an emphasis on the Cattleya alli-

ance – almost exclusively species. He grows plants in three greenhouses (cool, intermedi-

ate and warm) and one outdoor area (rupicolous Laelias). 

Kay was a member of the German Orchid Society for many years and is a long-term mem-

ber of the AOS and serves on the board of their conservation committee. He is a member 

of the San Diego County Orchid Society which he now serves as 1st VP. 
 

During his Masters and PhD work, he used a virus as a model system for replication and, 

as such, he has had a long interest in and fascination with viruses. In the presentation he 

will give a brief introduction to orchid viruses, but will focus mainly on the practical aspects 

from the point of growing orchids. He will give a live demo on how to perform tests, share 

the test results for his collection and provide tips on how to prevent the spread of virus in a 

collection.  

CGOS has purchased some test kits, so you will have an opportunity to have your own 

plants tested if you bring them. We request a donation of $3 per test to help defray the 

expense. 

August 9, 2017 

Orchid Viruses—Introduction and Practical Aspects of Virus Testing 

Dr. Kay Klausing 



Page 2 

Good food and good company! 

July Barbecue Highlights 

Henrietta Rubino, our hostess for 

many years, is now a life member 

of CGOS. Along with Henrietta, we 

have  the “organizer” Robin Lane, 

chef extraordinaire Theo Johnson, 

and president Tony Glinskas. 
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Editor’s Notes 

July was absolutely jam-packed with orchid-grower 

open houses in San Diego County and Santa Barba-

ra,  and a show in our own back yard in Westminster.  

August is quiet.  It’s time to consolidate the new ac-

quisitions, and enjoy the floriferous bounty in our 

back yards.  In various “advice” articles in vendor 

newsletters and AOS notes, summer is supposedly 

the time when most of the orchids are growing rather 

than blooming.  That may be true in much of the 

country, where people grow only a few types of or-

chids, mostly in greenhouses.  It is certainly NOT true 

here.  

Along with the Sobralias that I discussed last month 

(which are still going strong) there’s lots of action 

from Cattleyas.  I think they knew that we were hav-

ing the barbecue no Show and Tell, and so perversely 

decided to show off just for me.  All dressed up and 

no place to go. Cattleya Quinquecolor is a terrific pri-

mary hybrid (C. aclandiae x C. forbesii) that grows 

easily outside with no particular protection, and 

blooms two or three times a year. The color comes 

mostly from the C. aclandiae (which needs a green-

house), the cold-tolerance and multiple blooming 

periods from C. forbesii (which has also bloomed at 
See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

President’s Message 

just about the same time.  C. forbesii is nearly bullet-

proof, growing outside easily. It’s not so colorful, but still 

quite lovely to look at, and with flowers several times a 

year, what’s not to love?  

Wow, what a great BBQ we had!  Thanks to every-

one who participated and especially thanks to 

Chef Theo and Organizer Robin and Hostess Hen-

rietta.  It was a beautiful evening to spend with 

friends, good food in a very lovely garden.  

Thanks also to the Fascination of Orchids group 

for providing an exceptional plant table for our 

free raffle. 

Our Board also presented Henrietta with an Hon-

orary Life Membership during the BBQ.  She has 

been a long-time member and has graciously pro-

vided us with an outstanding venue for our annu-

al BBQ.    

Now that the BBQ is over, we look forward to the 

annual Fascination of Orchids Show next month 

as the malls start putting up their holiday decora-

tions.  We will be asking for helpers for the Show 

during the meetings this month and next.  The 

Show provides our Club with many things during the year 

including paying for some speakers, plant tables and food 

for holiday parties and Board meetings. 

Not sure if it was all of the rain that we had this past win-

ter or some climate changes, but the orchid scene has 

been outstanding this year.  Attest our super Show and 

Tell table and many comments from our members.  I have 

a couple of Cymbidiums blooming beautifully for the past 

month.  Perhaps, I will soon reach my goal of having 

blooming cymbidiums year around.  Let’s do some shar-

ing of your orchid pictures!  Send them to me at  

tonyg@fascinationoforchids.com and I will put them on 

our website for all to enjoy. 

Looking forward to seeing our Board Members at the Au-

gust 2 Board Meeting and all of you at our August meet-

ing and hearing another great speaker. 

Happy growing… 

Tony Glinskas, President 

Cattleya Quinquecolor 

mailto:tonyg@fascinationoforchids.com


Editor’s Notes, from Page 3 

not likely to come to a meeting due to size and weight 

is Epidendrum polyanthum.  It is in a 10 inch clay pot.  

When I got it about 9 years ago, I repotted it since it 

was quite overgrown. It sulked for a couple of years.  

It is overgrown again, but clearly wants its roots left 

alone.  They get plenty of air because the bark pretty 

much disintegrated and washed out. This year the 

bloom is about the best it has been since before the 

repotting.  Another feature of this species is that it 

reblooms on old canes. I only tidy it up by clipping the 

ends of growths when they are crispy-dry and brown. 

In general, I am happy to let plants get a little untidy 

(as they are in nature) rather than rushing to cut old 

spikes, unless I KNOW they are done, and even then, 

And on top of those,  I was treated to excellent blooming 

on Cattleya schilleriana and Cattleya leopoldii, two other 

species that also grow outside, though I do protect them 

with overhead polycarbonate hard cover so they stay 

drier in winter.  Keeping plants dry when cold greatly en-

hances cold-tolerance in orchids that might prefer a little 

more mild conditions.   

Anguloa brevilabris is just too big to carry.  It is very fra-

grant, and the flowers quite long-lasting.  This is the 

“tulip orchid” - the flowers don’t open fully.  The species 

is closely related to Lycaste, and grows under the same 

moist, shady conditions. The most recent pseudobulb is 

about 7 inches tall and 4 inches wide. When I got it 

about two years ago from Andy’s Orchids, I noted to Kat-

rin that it was a beast but grows outside.  She said “Yes, 

on both counts”.   

 

Yet another one that is putting on a terrific show, but is 

Cattleya forbesii 

Cattleya schilleriana 

Cattleya leopoldii 

Anguloa 

brevilabris 
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Roberta Fox, Editor 

Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link 

• Southern California Orchid Species Society Annual Auction* 

September 10, 2017; 12:30 PM registration and preview, 1:00 PM Auction begins 

Kraemer Memorial Park, Backs Community Building, 201 Bradford Ave., Placentia 

Info: www.socalorchidspecies.com 

• South Bay Orchid Society Show and Sale* 

September 16-17; Sales Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; Show Sat. 11-5, Sun. 9-4 

South Coast Botanic Gardens, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd, Palos Verdes 

Info: www.southbayorchidsociety.com 

• Fascination of Orchids International Show and Sale* 

September 23-24, 2017   

South Coast Plaza Village, 1621 W. Sunflower, Santa Ana 

Info: www.ocorchidshow.com 

• Andy’s Orchids Fall Open House 

October 6-8, 2017; 10 AM—5 PM 

734 Oceanview Ave., Encinitas 

Info: www.andysorchids.com 

• International Huntington Orchid Show and Sale* 

October 20-22, 2017; 10 AM—5 PM 

The Huntington Library, Art Collections and Botanical Gardens, San 

Marino 

Info: http://www.huntington.org/orchidshow/ 

• South Coast Orchid Society Annual Auction 

October 23, 2017; 6 PM registration; 6:30 PM Auction begins 

Whaley Park Clubhouse, 5620 Atherton St., Long Beach 

Info: www.southcoastorchidsociety.com 

it’s really better to leave them 

when they are still green be-

cause the plant can take energy 

from them just as they do from 

older pseudobulbs. Epiphytic 

orchids, especially, have 

evolved to be very efficient, 

since on the side of a tree mois-

ture and nutrients are uncer-

tain. 

Epidendrum 

polyanthum 
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

 

Andy's Orchids 
Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips 
760-436-4235, info@andysorchids.com 
www.andysorchids.com 

Cal Orchid 

Contact: James & Lauris Rose 

805-967-1312  

www.calorchid.com 

Casa de las Orquideas 
Contact: Nancy Batchman 
858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com 
www.orquideas.com 

Diamond Orchids 
Contact: Peter Lin 
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 
www.diamondorchids.com 

Ecuagenera Orchids from Ecuador 
Contact: info@ecuagenera.com 
www.ecuagenera.com 

Flori-Culture (Calwest Tropical Supplies) 

Contact: jon@calwesttropical.com 
800-301-9009 
www.calwesttropical.com 

Fascination of Orchids Inc. 
Contact: Theodore Johnson 
(714) 979-5887 

Gold Country Orchids 
Contact: Alan Koch 

916-645-8600, questions@goldcountryorchids.com 
http://www.goldcountryorchids.com/ 

Hatfield Orchids 
Contact: George Hatfield 
805-901-0340 
www.facebook.com/Hatfield-Orchids 

rePotme.com 
302—855-5859 

www.repotme.com 

Ruben Colmenares 

562-519-2433 

RubenColmenares@ocfa.org 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 
www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 
Contact: Fred Clarke 
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

 

 

 




