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Back to China
Ron Parsons
We welcome Ron Parsons for a return visit to CGOS. Ron has been growing orchids for going on 40 years and has been interested in and has grown species orchids for most of that
time. He loves to photograph orchids and other flowers whenever he can, whether it be in
collections or on trips to see them in nature. His photographs appear often in Orchid Digest and Orchids. He
has co-authored three books, all with Mary Gerritsen.
The latest was published in January of 2014, a twovolume set called A Compendium of Miniature Orchid
Species. The most recent book has nearly 1200 pages,
1800 photographs, and features more than 500 species.
In 2013 Ron made his second trip to the province of
Sichuan (known to most Americans as Szechwan) in
China. In 2012 he went with his co-author, Mary Gerritsen on a tour led by slipper orchid specialist Holger
Perner and his wife, Wenqing, to see various Cypripedium species (the temperate species of slipper orchids, found only in the northern hemisphere, and generally in colder climes) from June 9-23, 2012. He enjoyed that so immensely, they signed up again for the 2013 tour, from June 17- July 1 to
see these amazing orchids at different sites this time. They saw a good number of orchids
as well as numerous other beautiful flowers and amazing scenery. This talk will feature the
beauty of China seen on this trip.
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Speaker’s Choice
February speaker chose the big, floriferous Dendrobium Aussie Treat grown by Espie Quinn as his Speaker’s Choice plant. This is a beautiful example of the
sort of Australian Dendrobiums he discussed in his
talk. In its parentage are four of the species that he
illustrated: Den. kingianum, Den. fleckeri, Den.
tetragonum, and Den. falcorostrum. It is interesting
to me that two of them
(tegragonum and fleckeri) are sources of yellow, yet there is no sign
of that in this plant.
This hybrid, like most of
the Aussie Dendrobiums, grows outside
easily.

Dendrobium Aussie Treat

President’s Message
Never thought that I would, but I am almost
ready to say “Rain, Rain, go away, come back
some other time” lately. Sure, we need the
rain, but we also need some sun and warmth
to get those orchids blooming. By now, the
salts have been washed out of the pots and we
are ready for some great flowers soon. Shame
that we do not have some great big cistern that
could capture all that wonderful water…

This month, we are having the Board Meeting a
week early. It is that we have a lot to discuss
with the upcoming Auction and that I will be out
of the country on our normal meeting day. The
next Board Meeting will be in May and that we
plan to have one hour before our normal meeting. Hope to have more of our members involved in the club. We need your suggestions
and ideas.

We had another outstanding speaker at our February
meeting. I always enjoy hearing Fred speak and now
we not only know more about Australian orchids, but
we also know a few more words, g’day mate. At our
March meeting we will have another distinguished
speaker in the form of Ron Parsons. He will be talking about China and their marvelous orchids. Orchids have been a part of Chinese Culture for many
centuries and many of the plants that we know so
well got their start in that part of the world. Mark the
date.
April will be coming up very fast and April is our AUCTION!!! So do not forget to save an extra division or
plant that you may have for our fund raising auction.

Tony Glinskas, President
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Editor’s Notes

hard water. I think that a reverse-osmosis system is in
my future.

March is a busy month, with the Santa Barbara show
followed a week later by the San Diego show. The Long
Beach Amateur’s auction is also a great place, close to
home, to acquire some wonderful plants.
Speaking of auctions… ours is coming up next month!
The weather is warming, the days are lengthening, and
orchids are starting their spring growth spurt, marking
the ideal time to divide and repot. Consider donating
some of those extra divisions to the auction. Plants that
have grown in the local area are especially desirable
because they will establish in their new homes easily,
and you will have the satisfaction of ensuring that CGOS
can continue to offer excellent programs. If you think
that you will have plants to donate, we will have numbered labels and log sheets available. It is very helpful
to have all, or nearly all, of the auction plants logged in
to the computer before the auction. Thank you in advance for your help, and your donations!
Our crazy, extreme (at least for southern California)
weather has put the orchid growing-area infrastructure
to the test. With the high winds, you have learned
whether you have secured your shade cloth and polycarbonate roofs well enough. I can happily report that
mine have survived nicely. I had a few top-heavy Cymbidiums topple with little damage to spikes, but that’s
about it. As far as drenching rain is concerned, good
drainage is the plant-saver. Fortunately temperatures
have stayed up in the 50’s and 60’s F. and so the potentially deadly cold-and-wet combination has not materialized. I am seeing nice new growth on some pleurothallis species that had shown signs of distress due to

My Australian Dendrobiums sprouted spikes almost
overnight, it seems. Within the next couple of weeks I
expect a very nice show. Fred Clarke’s talk was a reminder of how wonderful these are, and how easy to
grow and flower. In some places people look for the first
robin to signify the arrival of spring. For me, it’s the
Aussie Dendrobiums. The only downside of some of
these is size. They have a way of taking over. But the
related upside is the mass of often-fragrant flowers.
Dendrobium speciosum
ver. grandiflorum

Buds on Dendrobium nobile are almost ready to open,
and its hybrids are also starting to show buds. It’s time
to start watering these after their dry winter rest.
Dendrobium nobile

Dendrobium speciosum
var speciosum

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4

Editor’s Notes, from Page 3
Here’s a Den. kingianum hybrid that is mis-labeled
Den. Lorelei. I wanted to say something about its parentage, but when I looked up Den. Lorelei, it has nothing to do with Den. kingianum… it’s a complex hybrid
with Den. nobile and a bunch of other south Asian
species in it. No way. So I did a Google search for
“Den. Lorelei” and found Den. Benizuru Treasure
‘Lorelei’ with photos are identical both in flowers and
plant habit, which IS a hybrid of Den. kingiaum, Den.
speciosum, and a couple of other Aussies. It is a suDen. Benizuru Treasure
‘Lorelei’

the name is in single quotes. In this case the label was
just plain wrong.
Some Lycaste hybrids that always bloom in the spring
are starting to wake up. I was also really pleased to see
Lycaste lasioglossa, a Central American species that I
have been nurturing for four years, bloom for the first
time. It outgrew the original 6” pot, it’s now outgrowing
an 8’ pot. And suddenly five flowers (and lost a couple
more that blasted.) Orchids teach patience. The fuzzy lip
is absolutely charming.
Room for one more… Cymbidium Knute Kid (Cisco Kid x
Knute Rockne) is one of my first orchids, so it has survived a lot of beginner mistakes. I love the brushed color
on the petals with the dark lip, and it’s pendulous..

Cym. Knute Kid

per-vigorous plant, and I’m glad that my research now
can give it the correct name. It seems to be very common for plants to come labeled with just a cultivar name
as though that was the grex. Sometimes the clue is that
Lycaste lasioglossa

Roberta Fox, Editor
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link


Long Beach Amateurs Annual Auction*
March 13, 2017; 6 PM Preview, 6:30PM Auction begins
St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church Hall, 6201 E. Willow, Long Beach
Info: www.lbaos.com, info@lbaos.com, 562-972-0450



Santa Barbara International Orchid Show
March 15-17, 2017; 9 AM—5 PM
Earl Warren Showgrounds, Santa Barbara
Info: www.sborchidshow.com


Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Open House
Fri.—Sat.8 AM—5 M, Sun. 9 AM—5 PM, 1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara, Info: www.sborchid.com



Cal-Orchid Open House, 1251 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara, Info: www.calorchid.com



San Diego County Orchid Society Show and Sale*
March 24-26, 2017; Friday 3—6 PM, Saturday 9 AM—6 PM, Sunday 10 AM—4 PM
Scottish Rite Event Center, Mission Valley, 1895 Camino Del Rio South, San Diego
Info: www.sdorchids.com or (619) 543-9078



Cool Growing Orchid Society Annual Auction (THAT’S US!)
April 12, 2017; 6:30 PM Registration and Preview, 7 PM Auction Begins
11270 Acacia Parkway, Garden Grove
Info: coolgrowingorchids.com



Andy’s Orchids Spring Open House
April 7—9, 2017; 10 AM—4 PM
734 Ocean View Ave., Encinatas



South Bay Orchid Society First Annual Auction*
April 21, 2017; 6:30 PM Preview, 7 PM auction begins
South Coast Botanic Garden, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd. Palos Verdes Peninsula
Info: www.southbayorchidsociety.com



Fascination of Orchids International Show and Sale
September 23-24, 2017 - It’s official!
South Coast Plaza Village, 1621 W. Sunflower, Santa Ana
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.
Please support them with your business. When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of
our society. They need to know that our Society supports them.
Andy's Orchids
Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips
760-436-4235, info@andysorchids.com
www.andysorchids.com

Calwest Tropical Supplies
Contact: jon@calwesttropical.com
800-301-9009
www.calwesttropical.com

Casa de las Orquideas
Contact: Nancy Batchman
858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com
www.orquideas.com

Diamond Orchids
Contact: Peter Lin
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com
www.diamondorchids.com

Ecuagenera Orchids from Ecuador
Contact: info@ecuagenera.com
www.ecuagenera.com

Fascination of Orchids Inc.
Contact: Theodore Johnson
(714) 979-5887

Gold Country Orchids
Contact: Alan Koch
916-645-8600, questions@goldcountryorchids.com
http://www.goldcountryorchids.com/

Hatfield Orchids
Contact: George Hatfield
805-901-0340
www.facebook.com/Hatfield-Orchids

Hengduan Mountains Biotechnology, Ltd., China
Contact Wenquing Perner
info@hengduanbiotech.com
www. hengduanbiotech.com

Mr. Fertilizer
Contact: Don Knipp
949 -548-2678

OrchidWiz, LLC
support@orchidwiz.com
303-499-0221
www.orchidwiz.com

rePotme.com
302—855-5859
www.repotme.com

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com
www.sborchid.com

Sunset Valley Orchids
Contact: Fred Clarke
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com

The Huntington Library, Art Collections and Botanical Gardens
Contact: Brandon Tam
btam@huntington.org
www.huntington.org

