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We are happy to announce that a Club favorite, George Hatfield, will be this month's speak-

er. George is the owner of Hatfield Orchids in Oxnard, California specializing in the produc-

tion of Cymbidiums. George has received many awards for his exceptional orchids includ-

ing recently, the Grand Champion and Reserve Champion Cymbidium awards at the 2015 

Santa Barbara International Orchid Show. George hybridizes most of the orchids he grows 

creating some spectacular cymbidium flower displays. He is an accredited judge in both 

the American Orchid Society and the Cymbidium Society of America. George is currently the 

President of the American 

Orchid Society. He will be 

providing the Plant Oppor-

tunity Table, always spec-

tacular, so be sure pur-

chase lots of tickets! Also, 

he is selling plants at Yama-

da Co. in Gardena on select-

ed Saturdays until June. In 

January, he’ll be there 

twice, on Jan. 7 and Jan. 

28. Go early for the best 

selection! Check out the full 

schedule on Page 5. 

 

  

January 11, 2017 
 

Cymbidiums, Of Course! 

George Hatfield 

Cymbidium Aurora Malano Mendoza 



Page 2 

Many orchids can be easily grown outdoor here in Southern California. All of these orchids pictured are grown 

outside or in semi-protected outdoor settings. The challenge in the winter months, especially wet ones, is when 

to water and fertilize the plants. The wet and cold months is when you will have to be vigilant for fungal and 

bacterial infections. Watch for browning of the leaf tips or at the junction of the leaf and the pseudobulb top or 

crown rot in monopodial orchids such as phaleonopsis, vandas, and paphiopediliums. Also, watch for root rot 

evident from browning along the rhyzome and on the pseudobulbs. Lastly, if the temperature gets below 55-60 

degrees Fahrenheit, and the dew point is low your flowers may be susceptible to botrytis, a bacterium that 

spots the flowers. 

Laelia anceps are one of the orchids best repotted/mounted in the early winter months of December and Jan-

uary, when the new root tips start to show on the undersides of the lead growth. Paphiopedilium Magic Lan-

tern is another orchid that can handle repotting in the winter months. 

Most of the Cattleya tribe become dormant during the winter months but, as you can see in these photos, 

many plants, with a little cover from the heavy dew and cold, will flower easily. 

Theo’ Corner 

L. anceps (Mendenhall type x 

Helen) is entirely out of the pot 

ready for mounting or a basket. 

Lc. Harri-anceps first 

bloom of this C. harrisoni-

ana alba and L. anceps 

schroederiana cross. Both 

parents have nearly all 

white flowers. Recessive 

traits of the parents may 

be showing up in this 

cross. November bloom-

er. 

Lc. Tropical Pointer 

‘Cheetah’ was a plant 

grown entirely outside, 

once repotted, seems to 

be enjoying life again. De-

cember bloomer 

Blc. Bryce Canyon 

‘Splendiferous’ grows in a 

shade house. One large flower 

on this plant. Check dirty 

thumb for scale. Late Novem-

ber bloomer. 

Paph. Magic Lantern is 

grown outside and can 

tolerate temperatures in 

the low 40s. This one 

bloomed in late August. 

Repot every one to two 

years for optimum growth. 

Unknown splash petal was a 

surprise bloom in early No-

vember as it is a beautiful 

flower grown in the shade 

house. 

Theo Johnson, V.P. 
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Editor’s Notes 

I do love California! We don’t shovel snow, we don’t try 

to drive on ice. The Mexican Laelias (L. anceps, L. gould-

iana, L. autumnalis, and their hybrids) are blooming 

happily, and Cymbidiums are starting to put on a good 

show as well. Along with flowers, there are lots of buds 

awaiting their turn to show off. I am also starting to see 

some active new roots, especially on some of these 

Cattleya-tribe orchids.  Although you might think about 

waiting a few weeks for warmer weather and longer 

days if  you are going to divide these plants, if you’re 

thinking of mounting or just repotting, it’s time.  For 

mounting, especially, it’s only those new roots that will 

grab onto the mount. And since it’s impossible to not 

damage a few root tips in the process of handling, you 

want to do your work when you know that there will be 

more new ones coming soon. The weather forecast for 

January looks quite moderate, and by February the no-

ticeably lengthening days will be stimulating lots of new 

growth. If you have plants that are borderline for cold-

tolerance you’ll want to protect them from the rain to 

avoid the cold-and-wet problems, but in general, the 

rain with moderate temperatures is excellent.   

There are a couple of January events to note. The Paph 

Guild meeting will be held in Santa Barbara over the 

Martin Luther King Day weekend. The Orange County 

Orchid Society is having their annual auction January 

18, and they typically have some terrific plants for sale. 

Sometimes plants bloom for a meeting, and sometimes 

they don’t cooperate so well.  Maxillaria ubatubana put 

on  a spectacular show when I was the only one around 

to view it, and unfortunately the flowers are not very 

long-lasting. I am happy to be able to share it with you 

here. This plant thrives outside on my patio, in open 

shade. Unlike many of the Maxillarias, it seems to do 

better in a pot than in a basket. It is related to Max. pic-

ta, which also grows well under similar conditions.  

Laelia anceps has a variety of color forms, and is just 

about as hardy as an orchid can get.  Flowers are not 

terribly long lasting (rarely more than a couple of weeks) 

but a large plant may have several spikes that open at 

different times, and different individual plants can 

bloom any time from November through January.  So 
See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

President’s Message 

There isn’t one, since we still need a president! 

the secret to having an 

extended blooming sea-

son is simply to have lots 

of them, and to let them 

get big. They also tend to 

impart their tolerance for 

cold (and whatever else 

Mother Nature throws at 

them) to their hybrids, 

such as Laeliocattleya 

Blue Kahili.  This is half L. anceps, no doubt the ve-

itchiana form with a coerulea lip. 

Maxillaria ubatubana 

Laelioattleya Blue Kahili ‘Elbereth’ 



Roberta Fox, Editor 

Editor’s Notes, from Page 3 There are few orchids of any type that can match the brilliant color 

of Phragmipedium besseae, and it stands out even more among 

the muted colors of most Phrags. It imparts both color and perky 

form to its hybrids.  One, that is blooming for me for the first time, 

is Phrag. Jason Fischer. This  hybrid is 3/4 Phrag. besseae. Phrag. 

besseae in its native habitat grows with roots in running water or 

seeps. I have tried to mimic that moving, oxygenated water.  Ex-

cept in winter, I use a little fountain that I also use for Disas.   

Once nights go below about 50 deg. F, they move into the green-

house, in a broiler pan with an aquarium bubbler. The pots have 

about an inch of rocks at the bottom, sitting in the moving water. 

The roots can reach into the water if they desire (and some do) 

but there is space above the water where they also can be a little 

drier while wicking up water from the bottom.  If I were to re-do the 

outdoor rig, I would use a bubbler rather than the pump—the ef-

fect is similar and maintenance is easier since there is nothing to 

clog with algae.   

Laelia (Schomburgkia) superbiens is not likely to come to a 

meeting.  With a 4’ spike  rising from a 2’ pseudobulb, it just 

doesn’t fit in the car. The flowers, with their narrow, wavy and 

somewhat droopy segments, are a bit weird, but I love them. 

The intense yellow throat of the flowers is quite spectacular.  

The position of one of the flowers gave me a good angle for a 

“bug’s eye view” .  

Laelia anceps 

f. veitchiana 

Phragmipedium Jason Fischer ‘Mojave’ 

Laelia superbiens 
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link 

 Paphiopedilum Guild 

January 13-15, 2017 

Hyatt Hotel, 1111 East Cabrillo Boulevard, Santa Barbara 

Info:  www.orchiddigest.org 

 Orange County  Orchid Society Annual Auction* 

January 18, 2017: 6:30 PM Preview, 7 PM auction begins 

Yorba Linda Public Library Community Room (Lower Level) 

18181 Imperial Hwy, Yorba Linda 

Info:  Edie Gulrich egulrich@att.net or Susan Scheffler chefinyl@gmail.com 

 Newport Harbor Orchid Society  Orchid Expo and Sale* 

February 10-12, 2017; Friday  10 AM—9 PM, Saturday 10 AM—7 PM, Sunday 11 AM—6 PM 

Westminster Mall, Westminster 

Info:  www.nhosinfo.org/orchidshow 

 Pacific Orchid and Garden Exposition* 

February 24—26, 2017; Friday and Saturday 9 AM—6 PM, Sunday 10 AM—5 PM 

San Francisco County Fair Building, Hall of Flowers, 1199 9th Av., San Francisco — NEW LOCATION!  

Info:  www.orchidsanfrancisco.org 

 Santa Barbara International Orchid Show 

March 15-17, 2017; 9 AM—5 PM 

Earl Warren Showgrounds, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.sborchidshow.com 

 Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Open House 

Fri.—Sat.8 AM—5 M, Sun. 9 AM—5 PM 

1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara 

Info:  www.sborchid.com 

 Cal-Orchid Open House 

1251 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara 

Info:  www.calorchid.com 

 San Diego Orchid Society Show and Sale* 

March 24-26, 2017; Friday 3—6 PM, Saturday 9 AM—6 

PM, Sunday 10 AM—4 PM 

Schottish Rite Event Center, Mission Valley, 1895 

Camino Del Rio South, San Diego 

Info: www.sdorchids.com or (619) 543-9078 

 South Bay Orchid Society First Annual Auction* 

April 21, 2017; 6:30 PM Preview, 7 PM auction begins 

South Coast Botanic Garden, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd. 

Palos Verdes Peninsula 

Info:  www.southbayorchidsociety.com 
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

 

Andy's Orchids 
Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips 
760-436-4235, info@andysorchids.com 
www.andysorchids.com 

 Calwest Tropical Supplies 

Contact: jon@calwesttropical.com 
800-301-9009 
www.calwesttropical.com 

Casa de las Orquideas 
Contact: Nancy Batchman 
858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com 
www.orquideas.com 

Diamond Orchids 
Contact: Peter Lin 
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 
www.diamondorchids.com 

Ecuagenera Orchids from Ecuador 
Contact: info@ecuagenera.com 
www.ecuagenera.com 

Fascination of Orchids Inc. 
Contact: Theodore Johnson 
(714) 979-5887 

Gold Country Orchids 
Contact: Alan Koch 

916-645-8600, questions@goldcountryorchids.com 
http://www.goldcountryorchids.com/ 

Hatfield Orchids 
Contact: George Hatfield 
805-901-0340 
www.facebook.com/Hatfield-Orchids 

Hengduan Mountains Biotechnology, Ltd., China 

Contact Wenquing Perner 

info@hengduanbiotech.com 

www. hengduanbiotech.com 

Mr. Fertilizer 
Contact: Don Knipp 
949 -548-2678 

 OrchidWiz, LLC 

support@orchidwiz.com 
303-499-0221 
www.orchidwiz.com 

rePotme.com 
302—855-5859 

www.repotme.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 
www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 
Contact: Fred Clarke 
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

The Huntington Library, Art Collections and Botanical Gardens 
Contact: Brandon Tam 

btam@huntington.org 
www.huntington.org 

  

 

 




