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Cattleya Species and Their Culture
Peter T. Lin
Peter Lin will be presenting his newest talk: Cattleya Species and Their Culture. Cattleyas have
been grown for many years and there are now
thousands of hybrids. Before hybrids, species
were first grown. Learn about the many different
species and some of their culture requirements.
This fast paced PowerPoint presentation will discuss most of the Cattleya species. Peter will also
discuss some of the challenges in repotting these
orchids.

Cattleya schroederae

Peter started growing orchids over 30 years ago, but then stopped due to school and
starting a career. It wasn't until about 12 years ago that the orchid "bug" came back and
he is now heavily involved once again. He is an accredited judge with the American Orchid Society and a hybridizer of mini-catts. He enjoys meeting with other orchid enthusiasts, and can often be found at various orchid shows and societies around the country.
He also has hundreds of photos of his orchids that he maintains on Flickr. You can view
them by typing this address into the internet: http://www.flickr.com/photos/minicatt/
collections/
Due to limited growing space, Peter likes to specialize in miniature orchids, both species
and hybrids, and has received numerous AOS awards. His other interests in orchids include Dendrobiums, Angraecoids, and Neofinetias. He maintains a collection of a thousand or more orchids at his home in Southern California in 3 small greenhouses, as well
as in the house under fluorescent lights.
Peter will be providing the plant opportunity table so be sure to buy your tickets!
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Speaker’s Choice
April speaker Janet Lamborn selected Phragmipedium besseae,
grown by Alexandra (Alex) Allen
as her Speaker’s Choice. While
red-orange Phrag. besseae is
fairly common (and lovely), and
yellow ones are seen occasionally, this one combined the best
of both to give a “sunset” effect.
Alex graciously provided some
notes on this beautiful plant.
“OK, so here is the moral of the
story on the besseae..."You get
what you pay for".
This particular plant was purchased at the Santa Barbara
show in March from Ecuagenera.
The plant in my opinion was a
steal at $30. Anyone, who has
ever purchased plants from Ivan knows they are "excellent
quality" and you don't have to pay an arm and a leg! OK
sometimes, you do but in this case I didn't, but I truly believe that "You get what you pay for", and purchasing from a
reputable grower is a plus.
I was not expecting this plant to bloom, since it was a recent acquisition, and its size is compact, but it did! Like
most of Ivan's plants, it was purchased bare root. Poor thing
sat it its paper wrapping, and I finally got around to planting
it a week after the show. Like the rest of my Phrags. it is
planted in Orchiata bark (precision size: 1/8"-1/4"), charcoal, and #2 perlite.
I went with the smaller sized bark and Perlite, because as
mentioned, it is a more compact plant, and there was not
much root material to work with, and thought perhaps, the
smaller size bark, would help it along. Chopsticks provided
for "gratis" (free), from my local Chinese restaurant were
used, to help prop the plant up, while its roots developed.
As always, Nutricote is added to the potting media, and it
gets Growmore 20-20-20 fertilizer, 1/4 Tsp. per gallon,
every other watering. With the recent overcast conditions, I
have had mostly shade in my growing area, so watering has
been cut back to every 4-5 days. Per the recommendations
of my good friend Richard Hess, I have placed all my
Phrags. into ceramic pots for the summer. The plastic pot

Phragmipedium besseae

just slips in and a saucer has also been added in
preparation for the hot summer months. I'm expecting it to be a hot one this year, so fingers
crossed!
For those of you who read the story behind my
Speakers Choice last month, you know I do not
have a greenhouse. All my Phrags. are grown outdoors on a patio, against a stucco wall, which
faces west. My version of a "shade house", was to
run out to Harbor Freight. with a coupon, and I
spent a whopping $50 on a pop up shade tent. I
replaced the shade cover that came with the tent,
with 30% Aluminet.
I think I may have mentioned something about,
"You get what you pay for", and in this case, I'm not
expecting the "el cheapo" shade house to last very
long, but so far it has held up. In this case, let's
hope the shade house lasts as long as the plant is
in bloom!”
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CGOS President’s Message
Somebody on the news said summer was here. I don’t
believe it! With the strange weather we had, I wonder
if it affects our plants and their growth. One day it is
cloudy and the next it is hot??? All the different growers in the societies really need to check their plants
with new growth. Insects, slugs, and snails really love
the new growth. One of the first things I do is to buy
some metaldehyde ( brand name “That’s It”), water
well, and then spread the pellets around and over the
tops of the plants. The plants being wet means that
the pellets will stick to the plants, and there go the
slugs and snails. With the warm weather, all the other
insects we do not want around our plants start show-

Editor’s Notes
First, I want to put in a plug for Orchid Digest Speakers’
Day on June 13. If you are serious about orchids, this is
the event of the year. The line-up of excellent speakers
covers a huge range of topics, there are some excellent
plants to buy, a tasty dinner, and (if you want to take a
break, or get there early) you also have the run of the
Huntington for the same admission. It is a delightful way
to spend an afternoon and evening. You can buy your
ticket on-line at http://orchiddigest.org, or by mail.
Check the ad on the back page for information.
I always have SOMETHING blooming, the result of lots of
plants of different sorts, acquired at different seasons
for many years. However, there was a bit of a lull in the
number of blooms for a few weeks. Now, as the spring
bloomers finish, the summer ones are starting to put on
a show. One can’t have too many Laelia purpuratas—
they come in a wide range of colors and patterns. The
Brazilians have several hundred named varieties, with
shows devoted to specific forms as they come into
bloom at different times. They all grow outdoors, I grow
mine under 60% shade cloth, since my yard is very bright
all day long. With less severe sun, they could be quite
happy with less shading. I have found that they do best
in baskets, but clay pots do fine as well. Since they are
big plants with big roots, they get the largest Orchiata
bark, 1/2” - 3/4”. Like all members of the Cattleya tribe,
they need to dry out between watering. Here is my first to

ing up. I always try to spray all the plants with a systemic
spray (Bayer Advanced Rose and Flower Care) the next
week to get the other bad pests, One of the problems is
what spray to use, because some of the sprays only get
certain insects. It is really a problem when you have
many different plants and only some of them will be affected by the sprays. It would be best for me if you could
call me, then come over and we could talk plants. I buy
most of my sprays at Orange County Farm Supply on
West Chapman in Orange. Tell them that you are a member of the society, and you will get free advice, and a special price on what you purchase.
Richard Hess

bloom this season—others will bloom over the next
couple of months.

Laelia purpurata var. roxo-violeta

For big, bright flowers, it’s hard to beat Laeliocattleya
Stonehouse. This hybrid is composed of three species
(L. purpurata, C. trianae, C. mossiae) that all grow outside in southern California, and so it is no surprise that
it is a vigorous, robust, temperature-tolerant and reliSee: Editor’s Notes,, Page 4
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Cuitlauzina pendula

Lc. Stonehouse

able orchid. And blooming now.
Cuitlauzina pendula always blooms for me right about
this time. It is, in my humble opinion, one of the most
beautiful of the Oncitdium group. It’s also an outdoor
plant, wanting a little more shade than the Catts. It
needs to grow in a basket, since the new growth, and
inflorescences, may emerge from the side or bottom.
This is one that is difficult to transport (and so will
probably not make it to the meeting) The pendulous
spikes look like they should be flexible, but by the time
they are ready to bloom, they harden and become very
brittle. (I learned that the hard way last year…)

Another one, just coming into bloom, that is hard to
transport is Epidendrum falcatum. It’s closely related to
Epi. parkininsonianum. The growths are incredibly easy
to accidentally break off… so I think I’ll just enjoy it on my
patio. (But I do enjoy visitors… c’mon over…)
Epidendrum falcatum

Roberta Fox, Editor

Page 5

Calendar of Events
*See

flyer at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link



Orchid Digest Speakers Day*
June 13, 2015
Huntington Library, Art Collections and Botanical Gardens, San Marino
Info and ticket purchase: www.orchiddigest.org



Orchid Society of Southern California Annual Auction
June 20, 2015; Doors open 1 PM, Auction begins 2 PM
Meeting Hall, First Christian Church, 221 South 6th St, Burbank
Info: www.orchidssc.org



Cal Orchid’s Summer Hummer
July 10-12, 2015
1251 Orchid Dr., Santa Barbara
Info: www.calorchid.com







Neofinetia falcata judging Japanese style Saturday Jul 11. Meet Jason Fischer, Satomi Kasahara,
Kristin Uthis



Lots of specials all over the nursery. Sobralias blooming.



Delicious barbecue

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Summer Open House
July 10-12, 2015
1250 Orchid Dr., Santa Bargara
info: www.sborchid.com


Fragrant and exotic beauties of summer—Cattleyas, Laelias, Stanhopeas, and many others



Those wonderful $7.50 specials



Guest author Dr. Ken Cameron, Vanilla expert

Fascination of Orchids International Show and Sale*
September 26-27, 2015, 10 AM—5 PM
South Coast Plaza Village, 1631 W Sunflower, Santa Ana (Corner of Sunflower and Bear)
Info: www.ocorchidshow.com
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.
Please support them with your business. When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of
our society. They need to know that our Society supports them.
Andy's Orchids
Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips
760-436-4235, info@andysorchids.com
www.andysorchids.com

Casa de las Orquideas
Contact: Nancy Batchman
858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com
www.orquideas.com

Diamond Orchids
Contact: Peter Lin
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com
www.diamondorchids.com

Estate of Patricia Rowland
Contact: Theodore Johnson
(714) 979-5887

Mr. Fertilizer
Contact: Don Knipp
949 -548-2678,

Orange County Farm Supply
Contact: Chris Roy
(714)978-6500

OrchidWiz, LLC
720-524-3774
support@orchidwiz.com
www.orchidwiz.com

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com
www.sborchid.com

Sunset Valley Orchids
Contact: Fred Clarke
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com

Wise Orchids
Contact: Ed Wise
(714)524-1730
orchides@pacbell.net

