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Don’t Put On the Virus Blinders:
Your Collection Is Depending On You!
Janet Lamborn
Agdia, Inc
Janet Lamborn has been involved in the plant diagnostic industry for over fourteen years at Agdia,
Inc. Starting in Agdia’s Testing Services Laboratory,
she gained considerable knowledge of the crops
received in the lab, including orchids. After several
years in Testing Services, Janet moved into the
Sales and Marketing department. She works
closely with Agdia’s customers, including specialty
crop groups such as orchid
societies, making sure
members and hobbyists understand what they should
be testing for and the options that are available.
We’re going to look closely at each viral pathogen, what it
looks like and how it’s transmitted. We will also talk about
sanitation practices, testing options and what to do with
those results
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Speaker’s Choice
April speaker George Hatfield selected Phragmipedium
(Memoria Millie Hallberg x Memoria Dick Clements), grown
by Alexandra (Alex) Allen as his Speaker’s Choice, remarking on the three flowers on the inflorescence at the same
time. At the meeting, Alex mentioned that this plant had
been a gift from Richard Hess. Your editor suspected that
there might be a story behind this plant, and Alex graciously
provided it.
“Even though I had grown various orchids successfully for a few years, I was hesitant to acquire
Phrags. Everything I had heard about them, was
that they were super picky about their growing requirements.
One October day, Richard Hess called me to say he
would be re-potting his entire collection of Phrags
and Paphs. I jumped at the opportunity to help him
re-pot, because I was thirsty for any knowledge and
hands on experience I could get for these particular
orchids.
We jumped right in and started dividing. I took advantage of having Richard's ear, and asked tons of
questions. After our re-potting endeavor, Richard
took some of the divisions and packed them into
my car.
I insisted he keep the divisions as I was sure to kill
them, having no prior growing experience, and especially not having a greenhouse, or DI, or RO. All of
which Richard does, so I was hesitant in accepting
this precious gift from him, but as anyone who
knows Richard, resistance is futile!
Having seen my growing conditions, Richard was
convinced that I could grow these outdoors. Clearly
he had more confidence in me than I did! So as
much as I would like to take credit for my orchid
being speaker’s choice, all the credit really goes to
Richard. Without his knowledge, I could not be as
successful. He provided me with the know-how and
confidence I needed to be able to grow these beautiful orchids.
So, the moral of the story is that everyone should
reach out of their comfort zone every now and then,
and try growing a different orchid. Next, grab yourself a mentor, and who knows…maybe a your plant

Phragmipedium (Memoria Millie Hallberg
x Memoria Dick Clements)

and new found friendship, will both blossom!”
Alex also shared information about how she grows
this lovely plant.
“ It is grown in my backyard patio along the
stucco wall, which faces west. I don't have
a "permanent" shade structure or greenhouse. (Editor’s note: That stucco wall provides a bit of extra warmth in winter, absorbing the heat of the sun during the day
and radiating it over the plants at night.)
Fertilizer: I add Nutricote when re-potting,
and water with GrowMore 20-20-20 fertilizer 1/4 Tsp/gallon, at every watering
(every 2-3 days, depending on weather)
Bark: Orchiata, with charcoal and #3 perlite”
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CGOS President’s Message
Well , spring feels like it is finally here as I sit in front of
my computer. This time of year with orchids is my favorite as the all are coming our of their rest period and
starting new growth.
I went through the growing areas this last week and
cleaned out the areas where the leaves and dead or
dying plants were. Turned off the heaters and adjusted the shade cloth. You will note that it is the time
of year for new roots and growth. Also it is the time to

Editor’s Notes
We have a couple of months of lull, with no shows and
few orchid events. One event, though, that you should
really consider is the Orchid Digest Speakers’ Day on
June 13. The details are in the Calendar of Events and
in the ad on the back page. This is an opportunity to
spend an afternoon and evening wallowing in orchids. I
have been to most of them in the last five or six years
and have enjoyed every one of them. The range of topics is broad, the lineup of speakers excellent. The sales
area also has some special treats—along with a vendor
or two who may not come to southern California at any
other time, some of our more familiar ones bring their
best orchids, knowing that they have a knowledgeable
audience. Oh, and the day includes wine, cheese, and a
very delicious dinner as well. Get there a bit early and
spend some time enjoying the Huntington Library, Art
Galleries, and Botanic Gardens. Information, and online
reservations are available on the Orchid Digest website
www.orchiddigest.org .
Flaky weather means that you have to be flexible when it
comes to watering and other orchid care. When the
nights are staying above about 60 deg. F, especially
when the days are warm, orchids benefit from watering
in the early evening. After all, in the tropics, rain is usually an afternoon/evening event. But if the night temperatures go below 55 deg F., you are asking for problems with botryitis damaging flowers, and also potential
for rot. So you may find that it is a good idea to go with
the flow—water like it’s summer when it feels like summer, and be ready to switch back into “winter mode”
with morning watering when conditions warrant.

really check for pests under leaves, in center of some orchids without bulbs.
My biggest problem is and has been for many years is I
over fertilize and kill the roots so the plants slowly die.
When the different growers say to cut back on the
strength of fertilizer they are correct. There are no shows
next month that I am aware of so just enjoy your and your
friends ‘plants.
Richard Hess

There is plenty in bloom, but in my garden the frenzy
has quieted down, so it is easier to appreciate each
plant as it takes its turn in the limelight.
In the Cattleya group, Iwanagaara Appleblossom isabout as easy and reliable as an orchid can get. It produces a prolific display of delightfully fragrant flowers
that last three or four weeks, outside of course. It is a
rather complex hybrid if you dig down to the component species, but its immediate parents are Dial.
Snowflake x Blc. Orange Nuggett, both of which are
fairly cold-tolerant. Other examples of this hybrid have
stronger picotee , and colors range from pink to peach
to yellow. Just for the record, with all the changes of
species names, the intervening hybrids got renamed
too, so this is Jackfowlieara (Jkf.) Appleblossom now.
Don’t change your tags, but it can be useful, if you are

Iwanagaara Appleblossom

See: Editor’s Notes,, Page 4
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Editor’s Notes from Page 3
looking up a plant, to know how it might be identified
in the literature.
Cymbidiums are mostly done now, but there are a few
“late bloomers”. Cym. Kuranda (Cym. maddidum x
Cym. suave) regularly blooms for me at this time of
year. While it can get large (both parents can be gigantic) it can produce lots of flowers on a modest-sized
plant. Mine is only about 5 active pseudobulbs and

tends to string out the blooming, so that while the period
of optimum blooming is short, I get flowers over nearly a
month. This species comes from Australia, where it has
the common names of “Pencil Orchid” for its terete
leaves, or “Bridal Veil Orchid” for its delicate cascade of
flowers.

Dendrobium teretifolium
Cymbidium Kuranda

three back bulbs in a 1-gallon pot, with six spikes
(small flowers but lots of them). They don’t all open at
once, so the late spikes extend the blooming time.
When it gets too big, divide it and share… While Cym.
suave can be difficult to cultivate, this primary hybrid
grows like any other Cymbidium.
In the “easy to grow but hard to transport to a meeting“category is Dendrobium teretifolium. This one
needs to hang, and is best on a mount. The individual
flowers don’t last much more than a week, but it sends
out new blooms on the various growths for several
weeks. If a significant number of the flowers open at
once, it can be a spectacular cascade of white. Mine

Space for one more… I am always delighted when one
of my Santa Barbara Orchid Estate $7.50 specials
thrives, especially when it is something that I got just
because it was a temperature-tolerant species that
sounded interesting, that I didn’t know anything about.
In this case, it is Dendrochilum pangasinanense. It
comes from the Philippines, obviously from fairly high
altitude. The description on the tag was “Arching sprays
of tiny bright green flowers. Temp-tol/Philippines”. To my
eyes, the flowers are more yellow, and actually fairly
large for a Dendrochilum. Each year it adds new growth,
and it’s up to five spikes now, after four years. It is in
small Orchiata bark, grows in bright shade.
Roberta Fox, Editor
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Calendar of Events
*See

flyer at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link



Casa de Las Orquideas Annual Seedling Sale
May 16, 2015
170 S. Nardo Ave, Solana Beach
Info: casa@orquideas.com or 858-755-7572



San Gabriel Valley Orchid Hobbyists Annual Auction*
May 21,2015; Preview at 6 PM, Auction begins 7:00 PM
Los Angeles County Arboretum & Botanic Garden, 301 N. Baldwin Ave., Arcadia



Orchid Digest Speakers Day
June 13, 2015
Huntington Library, Art Collections and Botanical Gardens, San Marino
Info and ticket purchase: www.orchiddigest.org



Cal Orchid’s Summer Hummer
July 10-11, 2015 (Friday and Saturday)
1251 Orchid Dr., Santa Barbara
Info: www.calorchid.com



Fascination of Orchids International Show and Sale*
September 26-27, 2015, 10 AM—5 PM
South Coast Plaza Village, 1631 W Sunflower, Santa Ana (Corner of Sunflower and Bear)
Info: www.ocorchidshow.com

Dendrochilum pangasinanense
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.
Please support them with your business. When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of
our society. They need to know that our Society supports them.
Andy's Orchids
Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips
760-436-4235, info@andysorchids.com
www.andysorchids.com

Casa de las Orquideas
Contact: Nancy Batchman
858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com
www.orquideas.com

Diamond Orchids
Contact: Peter Lin
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com
www.diamondorchids.com

Estate of Patricia Rowland
Contact: Theodore Johnson
(714) 979-5887

Mr. Fertilizer
Contact: Don Knipp
949 -548-2678,

Orange County Farm Supply
Contact: Chris Roy
(714)978-6500

OrchidWiz, LLC
720-524-3774
support@orchidwiz.com
www.orchidwiz.com

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com
www.sborchid.com

Sunset Valley Orchids
Contact: Fred Clarke
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com

Wise Orchids
Contact: Ed Wise
(714)524-1730
orchides@pacbell.net

