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The February meeting will be our annual auction. Note the
earlier start time!
This is our main fund-raiser for the year. The proceeds pay
for the speaker program, the parties, the rent for the meeting room, and all the activities of the club. There will be lots
of wonderful plants for sale, as well as supplies.
If you can bring snacks and finger foods, that would be
great—bidders get hungry. But most of all, bring yourself,
your friends and neighbors for a fun evening and some excellent bargains.
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Speaker’s Choice
January speaker Fred Clarke selected the Isochilus species brought
in by Roberta Fox. He noted that each new growth had an inflorescence, on a lush plant. Roberta grows this plant outside in filtered
sun. It is near the edge of the patio shade cloth, which is a rather
bright area, especially receiving strong morning sun. It is potted in
medium coconut-husk chips with Perlite, so it stays rather moist. It
should also do fine in sphagnum moss.
Andy Phillips did not have a species identified for this plant, but
notes on the tag that it originates in Colombia. The temperature
designation is “C/I/W” - in short, it is happy with whatever it gets.
The genus Isochilus is a member of
the Cattleya alliance. The tubular
shape of the flowers suggests that it
might be pollinated by hummingbirds. This plant develops many
seed pods—either hummingbirds are
pollinating the plant (though none have been observed doing it) or it tends to selfpollinate.

Editor’s Notes
We are heading into the peak orchid-acquiring
season, both shows and auctions. There are SOOO
many opportunities to expand your collection! I’d like
to call your attention to a few of them, that are right in
our own backyard.
First of course, is our own auction on February 11.
You can think of the money you spend as spending on
yourself, since the proceeds support our club. Then
there is the Newport Harbor Orchid Expo at the Westminster Mall February 13-15. I counted 15 vendors,
including many of our favorites, that will be there, as
well as many displays. After that, Newport Harbor Orchid Society will have their auction on February 17.
I will be attending the San Francisco Pacific Orchid Exposition February 20-22. If you haven’t been to that
show, put it on your “bucket list”. There are many ven-

dors who don’t make it to any other shows in California.
For me, it is “species heaven”. The Society Sales booth
has some terrific plants for very modest prices, and
many of those plants grow nicely outside. The challenge
is that the climate is somewhat cooler there. While the
night lows aren’t that different from what we get, the
summer highs tend to be lower, with more humidity. I
have to resist the temptation to load up on those magnificent, jewel-like Masdevallias. My success rate on
those is less than I would wish. But I keep trying, and
sometimes find one that will put up with my conditions.
That show also has some outstanding displays. There
are some superb growers in the SF Bay area.
Note that the South Bay Orchid Society Show and Sale
that was scheduled for February 21-22 has been cancelled. I’ll discuss the March shows next month—the orchid “feeding frenzy” continues (as you can see by readSee: Editor’s Notes,, Page 3
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CGOS President’s Message
I was very happy last month that we had such a good
turn out to hear Fred Clark talk about Catasetums. Fred is a renowned speaker on many different
genera of orchids. He, as usual, provided a wonderful
plant opportunity table. This month we will have the
auction; the proceeds from sales go toward running
the society.

helped make the weekend a success had open house at
his home. Many, many went to the dinner including
me. The next morning I went to the nursery of the biggest
supporter of the weekend, Graham Wood, Lehua Nursery. I have never seen so many Paphs in my life. There
were four large covered growing areas which must have
covered more than an acre.

The Orchid Digest and Paph Guild in Hilo was a success. Karen Muir had worked up a wonderful place
for dinner on Friday evening before the show
started. There were 60 of us at that dinner. The setting next to the wonderful garden in Hilo was beyond
my expectations. On Sunday evening after the close of
the show and sales one of the vendors who really

Don't forget the auction at the next meeting. Many, many
plants and merchandise to bid on!
Richard Hess

Editor’s Notes, from Page 2
ing the Events Calendar.
All those orchids that you will probably acquire, in addition to the ones that you already have, are likely to need
repotting very soon. Yamada Co. , 706 W. Gardena
Blvd., Gardena, will be having a sale on all orchid supplies for the entire month of February. It is really easy
to get there from essentially all of Orange County (it’s
right where the 91 Freeway ends) and they have all the
stuff you need, including several sizes of Perlite and of
Orchiata bark, and also coconut husk chips . There is a
volume discount on pots. Identify yourself as a Cool
Growing Orchid Society member, so that they know that
they are getting business from the Orange County area.
What passes for winter in southern California is nearly
over, and this one has been particularly mild. The days
are getting noticeably longer, and the long range
weather forecast (which is subject to change of course)
indicates that night temperatures probably won’t get
much below 50. Yes (at this writing) it is still January,
but plants can’t read calendars (except to not bloom for
meetings). I am seeing lots of new root action. If there
is anything that you were thinking of mounting, you definitely want to get it done as soon as you see signs of
roots—it is only the new roots that will adhere to a
mount, and since it is impossible to not damage some
of those tender new root tips while handling the plant
you need to get it done while there are more that will be

Laelia anceps roots, 1-28-2015

produced. If I were thinking of mounting that L.
anceps, the roots are telling me “NOW! Last week
would have been better.” The timing is a little less critical with potting, but still, the plants will establish most
quickly when they are actively producing new roots.
Hybrids containing L. anceps are behaving similarly. Of
the Cattleya alliance, they are some of the easiest to
See: Editor’s Notes,, Page 4
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grow with little effort. I brought Laelia Canariensis = L.
anceps x L. harpophylla to the January meeting. This
one was a Santa Barbara Orchid Estate $7.50 special.
I mounted it, and in a couple of years it started to outgrow the mount so I put it, still on the mount, in a wood
basket, which gives the roots a place to grow without
getting into other plants. Think of the basket as a
three-dimensional mount.

This Laeliocattleya Interceps is C. intermedia var. aquinii
coerulea x L. anceps var. veitchiana. It gets the coerulea
color from both parents, and the peloric coloring (lip pattern repeated in the petals) from the C. intermedia aquinii.
Roberta Fox, Editor

Laelia Canariensis

Another one in bloom now is Laeliocattleya Liptonii =
L. anceps x C. labiata . For this one, the L. anceps
parent provides excellent cold tolerance, even though
Cattleya labiata wants some warmth. I have been
growing this one outside for many years, one of my
earliest acquisitions. Clearly, it also forgave many
“beginner’s mistakes”.

Lc. Liptonii
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Calendar of Events

*See

flyer at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link



San Diego County Cymbidium Society Annual Auction*
February 7, 2015; Preview at 11 AM, Auction 12:00 PM
Lake San Marcos—Lake Pavilion, 1105 La Bonita Dr, Lake San Marcos
Info: orchldy1@mac.com or (760)732-0555



Cool Growing Orchid Society Annual Auction*
February 11, 2015; 6:30 PM Preview, 7 PM Auction Begins
Garden Grove Masonic Lodge, 11270 Acacia Pkwy, Garden Grove
Info: www.coolorchids.org



Newport Harbor Orchid Expo*
February 13-15, 2015; 10 AM-9 PM Fri, 10 AM-7 PM Sat, 11 AM-6 PM Sun
Westminster Mall
Info: www.nhosinfo.org



Newport Harbor Orchid Society Annual Auction
February 17, 2015; 7 PM
Costa Mesa Neighborhood Community Center, 1845 Park Ave., Costa Mesa



Pacific Orchid Exposition*
February 20-22, 2015; 10 AM-6 PM Fri, 9 AM-9 PM Sat, 10 AM-5 PM Sun
Fort Mason Center Festival Pavilion, San Francisco
Info: www.orchidsanfrancisco.org or 650-548-6700



South Bay Orchid Society Show and Sale
February 21-22, 2015 —CANCELLED—



Long Beach Amateurs Orchid Society Annual Auction*
March 9, 2015; 6 PM Preview, 6:30 PM Auction begins
St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church Hall, 6201 E. Willow St., Long Beach
Info: info@lbaos.com, Gary Putnam 562-972-0450 or Irma Hughes 714-897-2892



Santa Barbara International Orchid Show*
March 13-15, 2015 9 AM-5 PM
Earl Warren Showgrounds, Santa Barbara
Info: www.sborchidshow.com



San Diego Orchid Society Show and Sale*
March 27-29, 2015; Friday 3 PM-7 PM, Saturday 9 AM-6 PM, Sunday 10 AM-4PM
Scottish Rite Event Center, 1895 Camino Del Rio South, San Diego
Info: www.sdorchids.com or 760-529-2947



Central Coast Orchid Show and Sale*
March 28-29, 2015; Saturday 9 AM—5 PM, Sunday 10 AM—5 PM
South County Regional Center, 800 W. Branch St, Arroyo Grande
Info: www.fcos.org or 805-343-2455
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