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Catasetums: How to Grow Them Well, Part II   
   

Fred Clarke 

Fred will be talking about many aspects of Catasetums grown in Southern 

California including plant culture and plant se-

lection.  Fred has been growing orchids from a 

very young age and currently is the owner of 

Sunset Valley Orchids (SVO) in Vista, CA. At 

SVO, many of the recently awarded Cattleya, 

Catasetum and Dendrobium hybrids were de-

veloped under Fred’s direction. Fred is an ac-

credited AOC judge and has spoken at our so-

ciety many times and each time I come away 

with some additional growing tips.  Fred has 

been an  avid supporter of this group for many 

years, so come and join us for a most informa-

tive talk on 

Catasetums, 

growing and 

culture.  Fred will be supplying the plant 

table too so don’t miss out on picking up 

some really nice plants at the raffle. 

Catasetum Millie’s Frilly Dragon 
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Catasetum Ten 

Dragons 

January 14, 2015 

Theo Johnson 
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End of Growing Season Catasetinae Plant Care Tips 

from Fred Clarke 

You probably are  seeing the start of dormancy in your Catasetinae with the lower leaves starting to turn light brown 

and drop off. Remember, with the first signs of leaf yellowing and leaf drop this signals the beginning of the dor-

mancy period. This is when you stop fertilizing and start cutting back on watering to simulate the end of the wet 

season, just as it happens in nature. This is also when the pseudobulbs harden off of in preparation for dormancy. 

When most leaves are yellow/brown and have dropped off, cease watering altogether. This is the dormant period.  

  

The onset of dormancy is caused by several factors: the maturity of the pseudobulb, shortening day length, cooler 

day/night temperatures and a reduction of root zone moisture. Generally, this process occurs naturally; however, 

when the plants are cultivated in warm growing areas such as in the home or under lights, dormancy sometimes 

needs to be encouraged. I have found that stopping watering in mid-December, regardless of the number of green 

leaves; will trigger dormancy in plants that are resisting the needed dormancy.  

Those orchids (and people) that were complaining 

about the heat… Happy now?  Cym spikes are finally 

putting in a respectable appearance.  I have cut water-

ing back a lot.  Cold, dry orchids do much better than 

cold, wet ones.  

A very pleasant activity for a chilly winter evening is to 

curl up with a good book, and a special one has come 

to my attention (and then to my bookshelf), Orchids of 

Tropical America: An Introduction and Guide by Joe E. 

Meisel (Vice President of the Ceiba Foundation for 

Tropical Conservation), Ronald S. Kaufmann (UCSD 

professor, member of the Board of Directors of the Or-

chid Conservation Alliance, and popular speaker at, 

our Society), and Franco Pupulin (Lankester Botanical 

Garden in San José, Costa Rica)  Each genus is de-

scribed, identifying characteristics that distinguish it.  

The discussion includes information about the name, a 

bit on the habitat, and a discussion about the history, 

ecology, pollinators, and challenges faced by the 

plants of the genus, often with delightful wit.  A few 

species for each are illustrated as examples, since it 

would be impossible to cover very many of them  

within the scope of a very portable volume.  Ron Kauf-

mann and Andy Phillips contributed many of the pho-

tos.  Behind the succinct summaries there is an im-

mense depth of knowledge possessed by the authors, 

so that within a very small space for each genus there is 

a wealth of information that is a pleasure to read. It is 

available on Amazon.com. 

On some orchids that bloom several times a year, I have 

seen dramatic differences in depth of color between 

blooms last summer and now.  One is Cleisocentron mer-

rillianum.  I brought it for Show and Tell in August, and 

the slate-blue color was washed out to almost gray.  I’m 

not sure it will hold for the meeting, but  the color in this 

photo is quite accurate.   Another is Lycaste skinneri var. 

ipala.  In August the lip color was so pale (a washed-out 

pink)  that I didn’t think it was even attractive enough to 

Cleisocentron merrillianum 

Editor’s Notes 

See: Editor’s Notes,, Page 4 
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CGOS President’s Message 

I hope everybody had a good year ending and spent 

time with their families to relive some of the experi-

ences of the last year.  Anyway Happy New Year!  We 

have a challenging year ahead of us to try to get new 

members. I would like all to try to bring neighbors with 

interest in growing orchids to the meetings.  We should 

really try especially to interest members of the Korean 

and Vietnamese communities in coming to our meet-

ings.  I have seen some of the plants and exhibits they 

present for the NHOS show, which are magnifi-

cent.  There are some wonderful growers who would 

add a lot to our membership.  We do have two new 

members starting this month, Alexandra (Alex) and 

George Allen.  They are members of other societies in 

the area and will be a good addition to our group.  

If you bring a guest to the January, March, or April meet-

ing, you and your guest will each get five free raffle tick-

ets!   

 I do not want to say too much about this month's 

speaker, but he is wonderful.  He is the father of minia-

ture Catts and is now working with Dendrobiums as he 

has spent years on the Catasetums.  He is probably the 

most generous contributor to all society plant tables I 

have seen in the 50 years I have been collecting.   

We will have some new ideas to put forward at the meet-

ing as to the Show and Tell exhibit tables and I do want all 

members to bring in plants.  They can be any genera. 

Richard Hess 

2015 Dues are Now Due 

If you didn’t pay at the December holiday party, your dues are payable now.  For $10, you get this newsletter every 

month, and support the club.  Even if you did pay, see Robin for a new membership form.  We are asking for your 

birthday month (not the day or year).  We would like to start a program of giving you free raffle tickets if you are 

present for the meeting in your birth month, which can be used at any time. To do that, of course, we need to know 

the information, so please fill out the form. 

A New Approach for Show and Tell 

When you bring your blooming plants for Show and 

Tell, of course you want to share their beauty with 

the group.  But in addition, this is an opportunity to 

share information about how you grew the plant.  

One of the most important sources of information 

for a newer (and also for not-so-new) growers is 

what works in YOUR back yard or greenhouse or 

windowsill or other growing area. After the speaker 

and a food break (PLEASE be courteous and don’t 

head for the refreshments table while a person is 

trying to talk to the group!) anyone who brought a 

plant or plants will be allowed up to three minutes 

to talk about their plants,  sharing any information 

that might help someone else grow similar one.   

You don’t have to talk if you have brought a plant, 

but if you would like to share information, this is 

your opportunity. 

There will be a sign-in sheet.  Be sure to add your name if 

you have brought a plant.  At the holiday party in Decem-

ber, you will receive one raffle ticket for each month in 

which you have brought in one or more plants for a draw-

ing for $100 (which you can spend on orchids or when-

ever you want).   

Rather than ribbon judging, the speaker will be asked to 

pick a plant as their “Speaker’s Choice”.  They will have 

complete freedom to select their criteria (Beautiful? Out-

standing culture?  Unusual?  They want to take that one 

home but can’t?)  The Speaker’s Choice plant will be fea-

tured in the following month’s newsletter, and the owner 

will receive a $5 credit at the next auction. (The January 

winner will receive the credit at the February 2015 auc-

tion, those later in the year will receive it in 2016)   

All orchid genera are welcome. Those plants that grow 

outside are especially favored, but bring whatever you 

have, wherever you grow it, and tell us about it. 



Roberta Fox, Editor 
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Lycaste skinneri var. ipala 

bring in.  Now, it’s even darker than the photo (dark 

reds are really hard to  capture accurately.) 

You can’t see what I’m talking about?  You’re probably 

receiving a printed copy of this newsletter, which of 

course is all grayscale.  If you have email and we don’t  

know what it is, let me know and you will receive the e-

newsletter, in brilliant color.  You will receive the benefit 

of the color newsletter, (a day or two sooner, too)  and 

the society benefits by not spending on paper and post-

age (which leaves more for speakers and plant  tables 

and good things to eat). 

Remember that next month is our annual auction.  This 

is our only fundraiser, and the proceeds pay for our 

speakers, the rent, and all of our other expenses.  If you 

have plants that you would like to donate, it is very help-

ful if you get the plants labeled and identified ahead of 

the auction.  You can get labels and log sheets from 

Robin at the January meeting.  Then, you can scan the 

filled log sheet and email it  to me, or just send a listing 

with the assigned number sand plant names to me in 

the week before the auction.  Then, I can get those into 

the computer, and also onto a preliminary list that we 

can post on the website to whet appetites. 

There will be a massive liquidation sale of plants of the 

Rowland Collection January 24 and 25 (see Calendar of 

Events for details)  This will be your last chance to ob-

tain some special plants from this wonderful grower 

and hybridizer, Pat Rowland, that we lost last fall.  You 

will not hear “That one isn’t for sale”… All plants are 

available for sale.  See you there!   

A joy of outdoor growing is finding plants beyond the 

“usual suspects” that will grow for me,  I am increas-

ingly gravitating toward species, because I can learn 

about the conditions under which they grow in nature, 

and match with the conditions that I have. (This is the 

“What can I get away with?” school of orchid growing.) 

This Isochilus species (Andy does not have an ID for 

it) puts on a spectacular show each winter; this is its 

third year for me.  The genus Isochilus is a member of 

the Cattleya tribe.  (This would not be easy to guess if 

you look at the plant with its many soft leaves)  It 

grows on my patio, in filtered sun. 

Editor’s Notes, from Page 2 

Isochilus sp. 
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Calendar of Events 

 Orange County Orchid Society Annual Auction* 

January 21, 2015; 6:30 Preview, 7:00 Auction begins 

Yorba Linda Public Library Community Room, Lower Level, 18181 Imperial Hwy, Yorba Linda 

Info: Edie Gulrich 714-991-8661 egulrich@att.net or Susan Scheffler 714-777-9553 chefinyl@gmail.com 

 The Rowland Collection Orchid Plant Clearance Sale* 

January 24-25, 2015: 10AM –3:30 PM Saturday and Sunday 

12446 Georgian St., Garden Grove 

Info: Theo Johnson 714-345-6578 or Roberta Fox 949-735-0699 

 San Diego County Cymbidium Society Annual Auction* 

February 7, 2015; Preview at 11 AM, Auction 12:00 PM 

Lake San Marcos—Lake Pavilion, 1105 La Bonita Dr, Lake San Marcos 

Info: orchldy1@mac.com or (760)732-0555 

 Cool Growing Orchid Society Annual Auction*  (That’s US!) 

February 11, 2015; 6:30 PM Preview, 7 PM Auction Begins 

Garden Grove Masonic Lodge, 11270 Acacia Pkwy, Garden Grove 

Info: www.coolorchids.org 

 Newport Harbor Orchid Expo* 

February 13-15, 2915; 10 AM-9 PM Fri, 10 AM-7 PM Sat, 11 AM-6 PM Sun 

Westminster Mall 

Info:  www.nhosinfo.org 

 Pacific Orchid Exposition* 

February 20-22, 2015; 10 AM-6 PM Fri, 9 AM-9 PM Sat,  10 AM-5 PM Sun 

Fort Mason Center Festival Pavilion, San Francisco 

Info:  www.orchidsanfrancisco.org or 650-548-6700 

 Sourth Bay Orchid Society Show and Sale* 

February 21-22, 2015; Sales 10 AM—5 PM Sat and Sun , Show 12 PM—5 PM Sat, 10 AM—6 PM Sun 

Torrance Cultural Arts Center, 3330 Civic Center Dr, Torrance 

Info:  www.southbayorchidsociety.com 

 Santa Barbara International Orchid Show 

March 13-15, 2015 9 AM-5 PM 

Earl Warren Showgrounds, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.sborchidshow.com 

 Orange County Orchid Society Orchid Mounting and Potting Workshop* 

April 15, 2015; Orchid judging 7 PM, Orchid Workshop 7 30 PM 

Yorba Linda Public Library Community Room, Lower Level, 18181 Imperial Hwy, Yorba Linda 

Info: Nohline L’Ecuyer orchids @nohline.com 714-491-6660

* See flyer at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link 
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