
Meets 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7 PM 

Garden Grove Masonic Lodge 

11270 Acacia Parkway, Garden Grove, CA 92840 

 

 

Volume 1, Number 2 

September,   2014 

Dedicated to Growing Orchids Outdoors 

Robert Lauri has a keen interest in the evolutionary biol-

ogy of orchids, gives orchid horticultural lectures to lo-

cal societies, and operates a blog on Stanhopea culture 

(http://stanhopeaculture.blogspot.com/). His orchid 

horticultural interests include Cattleya, Pleione, Stan-

hopea and a few other genera and species.  Robert re-

ceived his master's degree in evolutionary biology and 

floristics from San Diego State University in 2004, and 

his Ph.D. in Botany from Claremont Graduate University 

and Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden in 2010.  His 

dissertation title was "A systematic study of Piperia 

(Orchidaceae) and close relatives in Platanthera s.l. He 

currently works as an adjunct professor at the Univer-

sity of San Diego teaching biology, botany, and genet-

ics.   

Bob will discuss cultural needs of these weird and won-

derful orchids. 

www.coolgrowingorchids.com 

Roberta Fox, Editor 

roberta@orchidcentral.net 

Stanhopea Culture 

How to Grow These Bizarre Beauties  

 

Robert Lauri 

Stanhopea wardii 

http://stanhopeaculture.blogspot.com/
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Speaker’s Choice Cultural Award 

August speaker Ron Kaufmann selected Epidendrum 

difforme, grown by Lynn Wiand, as his favorite plant for 

the cultural award. Lynn acquired this plant as a tiny 

bare-root seedling at the New Otani Show in 1996.  

She grows it hanging outside on a lattice-enclosed 

patio. The top lattice is about 6’ above the plant, so it 

gets dappled sun from about 9 AM to about 4:30 PM 

this time of year. Surrounding houses shade it in the 

late afternoon, so it gets less light at other seasons.  

As with most of her other orchids,  Lynn grows this in a 

barkless mix of sponge rock (Perlite), charcoal, 

chopped sphagnum moss, and diatomite rock in vary-

ing proportions. The sphagnum does provide some 

organic matter, but the plant rarely needs repotting 

since the medium does not break down. This plant 

does not like to be repotted, and especially does not 

like to be divided, according to Charles (“Butch”) Weck-

erly-Thrun, formerly of the Rolwand collection. Lynn 

has followed this advice, and only up-pots when it ab-

solutely requires it, never divides it.  She uses time-

release Nutricote, 13-13-13, in the early spring or 

when the plant is (rarely) reported.   

Lynn attributes the spotless, shiny  foliage to a charac-

teristic of the plant.  When she waters, only once a 

week, she waters the entire plant well.  In winter, she 

waters one week after any rain.  Note, however, that 

she lives only a few blocks from the beach.  The hu-

midity is high, and the temperature drops at night, so 

that nearly every morning,  everything is very wet 

with dew.. That dew is at least as pure as rainwater, 

so that the plant is actually receiving  excellent wa-

ter every evening into early morning.  Even a mile 

inland the climate is different, and it is necessary to 

water more often.  With our warm nights, away from 

the beach there has been little or no morning dew. 

When applying information about someone’s grow-

ing conditions, it is vitally important to understand 

all of the factors, and make modifications accord-

ingly. 

Epi. difforme occurs throughout the American trop-

ics from Florida through the Caribbean, Central 

America, and Mexico, and into South America as 

far as Peru. It has been found from sea level to 

3000 m (9280 ft), in damp, shady forests and in 

dry areas in nearly full sun.  In  short, this spe-

cies is a survivor! Based upon its habitat, it will 

grow under pretty much any conditions that it 

receives, certainly whatever the southern Califor-

nia climate can throw at it.  Leaving it alone to 

grow into a clump clearly is what it wants. 

Epidendrum difforme 



CGOS President’s Message 

Firstly I would like to thank David Alexander for his 

years of tireless service putting out the Newsletter. It is 

not the easiest of tasks and you have to round up 

enough articles and news to make sure the newsletter 

is not just a calendar of events. David went from a 

small publication to including color pictures of our 

meetings and awarded plants (seen in the email ver-

sion). Roberta Fox has graciously accepted the reins of 

Newsletter Editor for the near future. Any articles or 

newsworthy items can be sent her way. 

This time of year we generally are bracing for the tem-

perature extremes we usually expect in September, 

but who knows what Mother Nature will bring us. Re-

pot plants with the new root growths and cymbidiums 

until it starts to get cool. We always try to get the repot-

ting done early but somehow there are all these plants 

wanting watering, feeding, care and, oh, that thing we 

call life gets in the way of repotting too. 

Don’t forget September 27th and 28th is the Fascina-

tion of Orchids Show and Sale. We are gearing up to-

wards setup and will need some volunteers to help out 

at setup and tear down on Friday and Sunday, respec-

tively. Also we need a few more people to sit at the in-

formation table had help patrons with culture and 

other questions during the show on Saturday and Sun-

day. Let’s show our support for the Show and the ven-

dors who mostly support our orchid clubs. 

See you Wednesday September 10. 

Theo 

Here is a “not a mini”  that will never make it to a meet-

ing.  This is Sobralia caloglossa.  The older canes are 

somewhere between 12’ and 15’, but the newer ones 

are blooming as low as 7’ - low enough to smell the 

flowers (which are fragrant) from a ladder.  The flowers 

last 3-4 days, but open in succession so that the plant 

is in bloom for 4-6 weeks, and it does it two or three 

times a year.  A great outdoor orchid! 
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FASCINATION OF ORCHIDS SHOW  
September 27-28 

South Coast Plaza Village 

1631 Sunflower Ave, Santa Ana (Across from South Coast Plaza) 

Mark your calendar and plan to help!  The Show needs volunteers to help with setup from noon 

to about 2 PM on Friday September 26, staffing of the information table during show hours 10 

AM—5 PM on Saturday and Sunday, and breakdown after 5 PM on Sunday September 27. 

Editor’s Notes 

Roberta Fox, Editor 



Calendar of Events 

 

 Riverside-San Bernardino Counties Orchid Society Show* 

September 12-14 (Friday 11 AM—5 PM, Saturday 9 AM—5 PM. Sunday 9 AM—3:30 PM) 

Sunshine Growers Nursery, 34017 Yucaipa Blvd., Yucaipa 

Info:  rsbcos.org 
 

 South Bay Orchid Society Show and Sale 

September 20-21, 2014 (Sales Sat. 9-4 and Sun. 9-4, Show Sat 11

-4 and Sun 9-4) 

South Coast Botanic Garden, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd., Palos Verdes 

Info: www.southbayorchidsociety.com 
 

 Fascination of Orchids International Show and Sale 

September 27-28 10 AM—5 PM 

South Coast Plaza Village, 1631 Sunflower Ave, Santa Ana (Across 

from South Coast Plaza) 

Info:  www.ocorchidshow.com 

 

 San Diego International Orchid Fair 

October 4-5 

San Diego Botanic Garden, 230 Quail Gardens Dr., Encinitas 

Info: www.sdbgarden.org 

 

 Southern California Orchid Species Society Annual Auction 

October 12: Preview 12:30 PM, Auction begins 1:00 PM 

Kraemer Memorial Park, Backs Community Building, 201 Bradford, Ave. Placentia 

Info: www.socalorchidspecies.com 

 

 Southland Orchid Show 

October 17-19: Friday 12-4:30 PM, Saturday and Sunday 10:30 AM—4:30 PM 

The Huntington Library, Art Collections, and Botanical Gardens, San Marino 

Info:  www.orchidshow.org 

 

 South Coast Orchid Society Annual Auction 

October 27: Preview 6:00PM, Auction begins 6:30 PM 

Whaley Park, Clubhouse, 5610 Atherton St., Long Beach 

Info: www.southcoastorchidsociety.com 
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