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Wonderful World of Phragmipediums 

Jason Fischer 

Orchids Limited in Plymouth, Minnesota 

Jason discusses some of the wonderful Phragmipediums and how to grow them. 

President’s Message 

What a cold wet month January became. We even had a little Santa Ana wind too. With 

all the cold weather and rain last month, I had to choose when to water the greenhous-

es. I didn’t want the plants to sit in the cold with wet roots, enhancing the possibility of 

getting root rot. I waited until the temperature was above 65 and watered in the AM to 

allow the roots to dry out. The outside plants in pots were saturated so no need water-

ing them. The hanging plants can be watered in the AM, but I wasn’t worried about root 

rot since they roots dry fast on mounted plants. 

 

See: President’s Message, Page 2 
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I have been looking for stressed plants and trying to clean up the growing areas for spring when I will again start 

repotting the overgrown plants and plants where active roots are hanging over the edge of the pots. I have also 

been mounting some of the Laelia anceps that I wasn’t able to mount last year, and they seem to be shooting out 

new roots to attach to the mounts. I also have some larger anceps which have overgrown their mounts and need 

to be thinned out and mounted. 

The Cymbidiums have started blooming on the early spikes. I am continuing to stake the spikes. I am a bit behind 

on my Cymbidium repotting and I will need to catch up this year if I want a good blooming season in the fall. 

I plan on having a webinar on Phragmipediums for February. It’s a little long so I may split it into 2 sections. I 

would also like to show a webinar on Neofinetia falcata in March or April followed by a Pest and Pesticide update/

Culture of the orchid Growing area. If you have an orchid/culture subject you would like to see, please let me 

know. 

Hope to see you all Saturday at the Barn at the Santa Ana Zoo at 9:30-9:45 AM. 

Theo 

From Page 1, President’s Message 

From the January Meeting 



Cattleya percivaliana ‘Orchid Ranch’ always blooms a 

month or 6 weeks later than my other C. percivalianas, 

with bigger flowers and deeper color. It extends my per-

civaliana season to a bit over three months! Flowers 

last a month to 6 weeks. And it’s very cold tolerant.  

Every collection needs room for this beauty! 

All but a few of the Laelia anceps have finished. The rain 

shortened the blooms of quite a few flowers. But here is Lc. 

(L.) Santa Barbara Sunset ‘Streaker’. (3/4 L anceps) It was a 

mericlone of “Showtime’ that mutated a bit,  is slightly pelor-

ic with a streak of orange on the petal midribs, and the mu-

tation is stable in subsequent mericlones. 
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Editor’s Notes 

It’s enough to make an orchid crazy!  First we have 2 

weeks of rain.  Followed by Santa Ana winds, and 

20% relative humidity.  (Well, that dried things out!) 

And 40 deg F. nights. About the only thing we haven’t 

seen is heat. Still they bloom!  Botrytis spotting espe-

cially on light-colored flowers has been pretty una-

voidable, but it affects some more than others. A few 

special ones, I grabbed and got into the house before 

the deluge, but not room for all. I’m even seeing signs 

of new roots—and that means potting.   I’m seeing 

developing spikes on the Den. speciosums. Mid-

February to early March is the time for those, The ear-

ly Cymbidiums I showed you last month are still in 

bloom. Lots of Cymbidium buds give the promise of 

spectacular blooms to come.  Here’s a classic that is 

blooming now:  Cym. Ruby Eyes ‘Red Baron’ with its 

velvety deep-red flowers and pendulous inflores-

cences. 

Cym. Ruby Eyes 

‘Red Baron’ 4n 

C. percivaliana 

‘Orchid Ranch’ 

Lc. (L.)  Santa Barbara  

Sunset ‘Streaker’ 
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Prosthechea (Encyclia) 

garciana has “upside 

down” or non-resupinate 

flowers. Flowers are long 

lasting, and emerge over 

a month or two, so this 

plant puts on its show 

for a long time. Color is most intense when 

flowers first open, fading a little as they age 

but still looking perfect.  

Brassia (Ada) rolandoi has turned into a big, husky plant. 

This time, 5 spikes.  They open over a month or longer, 

and each spike stays in bloom for over a month as well 

so the plant is bloom for a long time.  Flowers aren’t so 

dramatic, but their spidery form is delightful.  

Maxillaria sophronitis produces a few flowers on and 

off most of the year, but two or three times a year pro-

duces a flush bloom.  The flower make up in brilliant 

color what they lack in size.  This plant started out in 

a 4” basket, got moved to a 6” basket, but now most 

of the plant extends far out into the air. It isn’t getting 

a bigger basket, clearly it is quite hap-

py running free.  

Spring is not so far away!  Here is the first of my 

Mediterranean-climate terrestrials to bloom, Ophrys 

ariadne.  It even beat Pterostylis curta which is usu-

ally the earliest.  The next two months or so will 

bring lots of these.  They 

love the rain. This group 

of orchids is especially 

suited to our climate—the 

Mediterranean climate is 

characterized by hot, dry 

summers and cool, wet 

winters. Sound familiar? 

If you were a male bee, 

you’d find “her” irresisti-

ble.  

Most Leptotes bloom in 

April or May, but Lepto-

tes harryphillipsii bright-

ens the winter. For some 

years this was consid-

ered to be synonymous with Lpt. pauloensis, but it 

now accepted by Kew as a valid species.  

Brassia (Ada) 

rolandoi 

Max. sophronitis 

Ophrys ariadne 

Leptotes harryphillipsii 
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• Winter Blues: AOS Culture Day (virtual event) 

February 12, 2023: 8 AM—1 PM PST 

Information and registration: Click Here to Register    

• Santa Barbara International Orchid Show 

March 10-12, 2023; 9 AM—5 PM 

Earl Warren Showgrounds, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.sborchidshow.com 

• Long Beach Amateurs Orchid Society Annual Auction 

March 13, 2023: 6:00 PM preview, 6:30 PM auction begins 

St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church, 6201 E. Willow St., Long Beach 
Info: LBAOSinfo@gmail.com 

• Andy’s Orchids Spring Open House 

March 17-19, 2023: 10 AM—4 PM 

724 Ocean View Ave, Encinitas 

Info: www.andysorchids.com 

• South Bay Orchid Society Show and Sale 

March 25-26, 2023; 10 AM—4 PM 

Palos Verdes Art Center, 5504 Crestridge Rd., Rancho Palos Verdes 

Info:  www.southbayorchidsociety,com/Show/index.html 

• San Diego County Orchid Society Show and Sale 

April 21-23, 2023; Friday 3 PM—7 PM, Saturday 9 AM—6 PM, Sunday 10 AM—4 PM 

Balboa Park’s Casa del Prado, Room 101 and Patio, San Diego 

Info: www.sdorchids.com 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

See the Events page for further details 

Roberta Fox, Editor Prosthechea (Encyclia) garciana 

https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/6VmT2/j/J8b/v01/6cp5pd/g0khxVoS2/P/P/rU
https://fascinationoforchids.com/orchidevents.html

