
    
2008 Officers  

President                                Russ Nichols 
1st Vice President                 Janell Schuck 
2nd Vice President                     Alf Friend  
Recording Secretary          Margaret Nerio 
Membership Secretary           Kathy Smith 
Treasurer                           Mildred Carr 
Immediate Past Pres.                 Jim Miller 

The South Coast Orchid Society meets on the 
fourth Monday of each month except holidays 
at the Whaley Park Clubhouse, 5620 East 
Atherton Street, Long Beach, California at 7:00.    

www.southcoastorchidsociety.com
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Stories, articles and news items 
are welcome.  The deadline is the 
5th of the month.  

         Dennis Mackewicz 
         3198 Lilly Avenue 
       Long Beach, CA 90808 

(562) 430-0090  
dwmackewicz@yahoo.com 

Board of Directors  

Expires 2008   Irma Hughes           
Expires 2008   Andy Tao        
Expires 2009   Open 
Expires 2009   Ron Nash 
Expires 2010   Marylyn Paulson 
Expires 2010   Dennis Mackewicz   

Committees  

Programs                 Janell Schuck 
Orchid Digest             John Reyes 
AOS Rep                 Janell Schuck 
Publicity                  Janell Schuck 
Culture Sessions           Alf Friend  
Ribbon Judging       Barbara Roth  
Newsletter      Dennis Mackewicz 
Kitchen              Marylyn Paulson  

Shows  

John Reyes  

Opportunity Table 
and Silent Auction  

Helen Powell  

For more information contact: 
Russ Nichols  562-498-2751 
Janell Schuck  562-431-5090 
Kathy Smith    562-423-2682 
Mildred Carr  562-492-1205  

Refreshments 
Last names Q to Z please bring refreshments.   

There is a special drawing for those who bring food! 

Monday, May 19, 2008  

For The Love of Paphiopedilums  
Speaker & Culture Discussion: Catherine Lee  

7:30 p.m.   
Our May meeting will be focusing on Paphiopedilums with a presentation by 
Catherine Lee.  Our speaker was one of our SCOS members while going 
through the training to become an AOS Judge at our Long Beach Judging Cen-
ter.  She has been growing Orchids for 15 years and during that time been a 
member of many Orchid Societies.  Her educational background is a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Botany and she has taught college biology.  

Catherine will give us some pointers on caring for our orchids with reference to 
purchasing plants, setting up a proper environment with regard to light, humid-
ity, fertilizer, temperature and growing media.  There will be repotting demon-
stration of Paphiopedilums.  She will also discuss how to recognize common 
pests and diseases, as well as how to treat them with organic methods.  

We hope that many past and present members will attend this meeting since 
Catherine is relocating to Tampa, Florida this summer.  This will be an opportu-
nity to bid her farewell and wish her much success in her new location.  Since 
she cannot take her greenhouse and Orchids with her, we will offer much of her 
collection on our Plant Opportunity Table this meeting.             

Janell Schuck 

 

June Board Meeting Date Change   
Our next Board meeting has been moved to Thursday June 19th at 7:00 p.m.  The 
meeting will still be at Mildred Carr’s home.  More information should be sent out 
before the meeting. 

http://www.southcoastorchidsociety.com
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President's Message  (*)   

We enjoyed another first rate lecture at the March meeting from Tony Velardi.  Tony is a hobbyist, whose pas-
sion is breeding quality cymbidiums.  He left us with a lot of useful information, some entertaining jokes, and a 
thorough demonstration of his repotting technique.  I finally found out why it is important to anchor your orchids 
firmly in the pot:  left to wobble, the root tips will be broken off in the loose mix and roots will fail to develop, a 
fatal condition for an orchid that does not show up immediately.  Thanks to Janell for finding another great 
speaker.   

Continuing my theme from last month, I want to recognize some more of the people devoting their time and 
energy to our organizations.   

Have you noticed our Hospitality Chairwoman, Marylyn Paulson, setting up, serving refreshments, and re-
packing everything in the kitchen to be stored for next time?  Marylyn moves fast, so you may have just sensed a 
blur flying by.  She is there, at Whaley Park, from start to finish of our meetings, and still seems to find some 
time to participate in the drawing and hear the speakers.  And this year, she has found time to join the Board, in 
which she is an active participant.   

Kathy Smith is handling the Membership Secretary duties.  She uses her skill at computer spreadsheets to 
maintain a current log of members and their (email or snail mail) addresses so we can contact our members and 
send them our newsletter.  You may also have noticed Kathy running the drawing at the end of the meeting each 
month, taking on an extra duty.  And when our meeting is over, she and Gene are there to reconfigure the chairs 
and take down the tables, so we can meet the city's requirements for club meetings.   

Ex President John Reyes maintains an active role in the club.  He is our representative to the Fascination of 
Orchids show each year, oversees the setting up of our display, and manages the sale of our plants through the 
weekend.  John also grows some fine orchids, and his plants are worth a second look, as their healthy appearance 
indicates some excellent culture technique.    

Board member Andy Tao ran last year's very successful Auction in November.  Andy managed to keep track 
of hundreds of separate items that were donated for our auction, and provide a list of those vendors who helped 
make it a success.    

I should also mention our Auctioneer last year, Merle Robboy, whose refined knowledge of orchids lent so 
much to our auction.  Merle hung in there for the entire evening, tantalizing us with his description of each plant, 
and raising the level of interest so vital to an auction.   

Board member Ron Nash is often a visible presence at our meetings, either promoting our participation at the 
Fascination show, or as our transaction manager at our auction.  For the auction, Ron has developed an item 

tracking and accounting software that enables us to 
swiftly conduct the price collection and plant distribu-
tion at the end of the evening.   

Before I leave off for this month, I would like to 
reiterate my thanks to all of you, our members, for 
bringing in your plants to share and participating in our 
monthly meetings.  A healthy Orchid Society takes 
active members as well as active officers.     

A quick reminder: the Auction this year will be a 
month earlier, in October.  Look for further announce-
ments.          

Russ Nichols    

(*) Editor’s note: due to Russ’ work schedule we are 
running one month behind so this article refers to our 
March meeting. 

UPCOMING EVENTS   
Casa de las Orquideas 

Seedling Sale 
May 17th 

10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
170 S. Nardo Ave., Solana Beach, CA 92075  

More Info: (858) 755-7572  or www.orquideas.com

  

Parking is limited - Please consider carpooling  

Newport Harbor Orchid Society 
Ron Capps Memorial Orchid Auction 

May 20th 
7 p.m. 

Costa Mesa Neighborhood Community Center 
1845 Park Avenue, Costa Mesa 

More Info: www.nhos.org

  

http://www.orquideas.com
http://www.nhos.org
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April Monthly Meeting    

< Speaker Peter Lin    

        Ribbon Judging Orchids   


