
    
2008 Officers  

President                                Russ Nichols 
1st Vice President                 Janell Schuck 
2nd Vice President                     Alf Friend  
Recording Secretary          Margaret Nerio 
Membership Secretary           Kathy Smith 
Treasurer                           Mildred Carr 
Immediate Past Pres.                 Jim Miller 

The South Coast Orchid Society meets on the 
fourth Monday of each month except holidays 
at the Whaley Park Clubhouse, 5620 East 
Atherton Street, Long Beach, California at 7:00.    

www.southcoastorchidsociety.com
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Stories, articles and news items 
are welcome.  The deadline is the 
5th of the month.  

         Dennis Mackewicz 
         3198 Lilly Avenue 
       Long Beach, CA 90808 

(562) 430-0090  
dwmackewicz@yahoo.com 

Board of Directors  

Expires 2008   Butch Archiaga 
Expires 2008   Andy Tao        
Expires 2009   John Reyes          
Expires 2009   Ron Nash 
Expires 2010   Marylyn Paulson 
Expires 2010   Dennis Mackewicz  

Committees  

Programs                 Janell Schuck 
Orchid Digest             John Reyes 
AOS Rep                 Janell Schuck 
Publicity                  Janell Schuck 
Culture Sessions           Alf Friend  
Ribbon Judging       Barbara Roth  
Newsletter      Dennis Mackewicz 
Kitchen              Marylyn Paulson  

Shows  

John Reyes  

Opportunity Table 
and Silent Auction  

Helen Powell  

For more information contact: 
Russ Nichols  562-498-2751 
Janell Schuck  562-431-5090 
Kathy Smith    562-423-2682 
Mildred Carr  562-492-1205  

Refreshments 
Last names A to G please bring refreshments.   

There is a special drawing for those who bring food! 

Monday, September 22, 2008  

“How Orchids Talk to Us”  
Speaker: Mark Zierten  

7:00 p.m.    

Our September speaker has grown orchids since 1990 without benefit of a greenhouse.  
One of his objectives has been to develop a checklist of those species and hybrids that 
will adapt (with a little help) to the sub-tropical environment of Southern California.  In 
the process he has also developed a collection of slides to use in his presentations and 
researched the climates, geography, range and elevations of a number of orchid species.  
He started growing orchids when he quit smoking cigarettes and needed to do some-
thing less compulsive than smoking.  Well . . .  less dangerous, if not less compulsive.  

He presently has about 300 orchid plants ranging from miniature plants less than two 
inches high with flowers to specimens weighing more than fifty pounds growing out-
side on his deck.  His collection is about equally divided between species and hybrids.  
A primary hybrid that he developed is named for his grand-daughter; Bapticidium 
Sophie Jayne.  

Our speaker has made many presentations and classes including to the Culver City cul-
tural arts program, Orchid Society of San Fernando Valley, Orchid Society of Southern 
California, San Gabriel Valley Orchid Society and the 1998 Los Angeles County Fair 
Flower and Garden Exhibit.  

His current research explores the ways in which we can “read” orchids to help form (or 
reform) good cultural practices.  He will focus on visual clues as well as less common, 
but equally important, tactile and olfactory indicators.             

Janell Schuck 

 

Next Board Meeting — September 18th    

Our next Board meeting is on Thursday Sept. 18th at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting will be 
at Janell Schuck’s home.  Please RSVP to Janell if you cannot make the meeting. 

http://www.southcoastorchidsociety.com
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President's Message   

Our own Espie Quinn presented a first rate lecture and culture session at the August meeting.  Espie was last 
year’s winner of the Phil Plocher award for the most points earned in our monthly ribbon judging.  As such, we 
all listened intently, eager to pick up the fine points of Cattleya culture that will enable us to become champion 
orchid growers.     

Where does the time go?  The Laelia purpuratas in all their color forms were in bloom just a short time ago, 
and now it is nearly Fall.  Fortunately, this year it looks like one of my small seedling Cattleya labiatas has fi-
nally grown up enough to bloom.  And that is one of the wonderful things about orchids, that with the right se-
lection of plants, you can have at least one plant in bloom nearly all year.     

Our Nominating Committee is looking for officers and board members for next year.  See below.  There are 
several positions to fill, and if you have some time to devote to your society, please consider joining us.   Serv-
ing as a member of the board or as a society officer is a great way to get to know other club members, and learn 
more about your favorite hobby.     

The Huntington will again host The Southland Orchid Show October 17-19, 2008.  We will have an exhibit.  
If you have a nice blooming plant, consider placing it in our exhibit being organized by Butch Arciaga.      

The auction is just around the corner, and we are planning to have great selection of plants. We have 
started communicating with the vendors, and with you, our members, about donating plants to that will make the 
auction exciting.  If you have not done so, mark your calendars now and plan on attending the evening of 
October 27.  

 Thanks to all those bringing in plants each month for our display and ribbon judging.             

Russ Nichols 

Nominating Committee’s Call For Volunteers  

Your Nominating Committee is looking for volunteers for next year.  Please consider helping your Society.  
Contact one of our members to discuss any one of the following positions we need to fill for calendar year 2009.    

First Vice President:  The duties of the First Vice President shall be:  (1) to be in charge of the monthly program, including the 
securing of speakers for the education and entertainment of the membership; (2) to be in charge of the procurement of plants and dona-
tions of plants for prizes; (3) to perform the duties of the office of the Society President in the event of the absence, or the inability for 
any cause to act, by the President.    [Janell has done a great job but needs a break which means she is willing to serve as 2nd VP since 
that position also is open.]    

Membership Secretary:  The duties of the Membership Secretary shall be:  (1) to keep all membership records; (2) to notify all 
members that their dues are payable by the 15th of January each year; (3) to be responsible for receiving and recording all dues; (4) to 
promptly turn over to the Treasurer all moneys received at the time of receipt or , if outside the monthly meeting, within seven days of 
receipt; (5) to compile an accurate membership list by the 1st of April and make such list available to each member; (6) to be in charge 
of ordering and distributing name badges.    [Kathy Smith unfortunately has plans to move out of state next year; our loss.]    

Treasurer:  The duties of the Treasurer shall be:  (1) to receive moneys collected on behalf of the Society; (2) to deposit the 
funds of the Society in a bank; (3) to submit a statement of all accounts at each meeting of the Executive Board; (4) to keep and make 
available upon request a list of the Society's physical assets; (5) to have available all books and accounts at all reasonable times for in-
spection by any Active Member of the Society; (6) to make the accounting records available, at any given time within the year, so they 
may be audited annually by an auditor appointed and approved by the Executive Board; (7) to have checks signed by the Treasurer, 
Corporation Secretary, and/or President; (8) to render invoices for services provided by the Society; (9) to receive all bills incurred by 
the Society, and pay such with Executive Board approval.  [We are sad that Millie Carr will have to step down next year.]    

Director: The duties of the Directors shall be:  (1) to assist the Officers in conducting the proper operation of the Society; (2) to 
be a member of the Executive Board and perform the duties thereof.    [Two Directors are needed to replace those expiring in 2008.]  

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED.  Please contact one of the following Committee members if you or someone you 
know may be interested in helping in 2009:  Dennis Mackewicz 562-430-0090 dwmackewicz@yahoo.com; John Reyes 562-
431-1142 jpreyes@verizon.net; Jennifer Blomeley 562-310-0029; Bonnie Kroll 562-431-0457 bonniek858@verizon.net; Espie 
Quinn 714-968-0220 espieq5@yahoo.com; Michelle Dobord 562-595-0920 Auberginego@verizon.net
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August Monthly Meeting     

Orchids for Judging 


